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This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of
them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you
should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing
this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing,
following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise
of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they
deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the
earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God,
6 and

that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged

with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly.
8 But

do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is

as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be
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burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it
will be exposed.
11 Since

all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people

ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
This morning is an historic occasion, if you count personal landmarks as
historic occasions! This morning I am preaching my final sermon as pastor
of oneTreasure Church. Susan and I will be out of town next weekend and
Matt will be preaching the final message in our series in 2 Peter. The final
Sunday of the Month, May 27th, we will be having a special celebration
service to launch us into our new adventure as part of Way of Life
Fellowship. Considering this “historic occasion,” I want to say something
before we jump into the passage.
I know some of you are wondering how I am doing in this process. I truly
appreciate the question and the concern. I want you to know that I am
doing extremely well, and I am looking forward to what God has for us in
this new chapter that is nearly ready to unfold. I have no regrets, only
great hope that this coming together of two congregations will encourage
us all to pursue God with more vigor and more hope. The past six and half
years have been an amazing experience. God has used it to prepare us all
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for what is to come. He has always led in such a remarkable way. That is
so true this morning as well. We have landed, purely in the providence of
God, on a passage that speaks so clearly to the unexpected leading of God.
I did not miss the irony of preaching this passage as I face a big change in
my life and as we all face that change together. This message this morning
is fundamentally a message about change. Peter is “stirring us up”. He is
seeking to bring about a very strong reaction that will bring about
significant change in our lives. So, as I jump into this final sermon at
oneTreasure, I want you to know that I am committed to being obedient to
Peter’s teaching. Change is on the way, it is inevitable. But it is good
change, the kind that leads to gospel outcomes and the glory of God.
AMEN.
Ok, enough of that. Let’s get to our passage for this morning. I hope you
have enjoyed our short series in 2 Peter. I am really getting a lot out of this
study and today is no exception. Last week, Peter issued a very serious,
and very straightforward warning about false teachers. He called them
every name in the book and made it clear that they will sneak into the
church, fool us into believing they are godly, bible centered people and will
then proceed to teach a false doctrine. Peter calls it heresy, because it
divides us from the truth. Teaching that divides us from God’s teaching is
always heresy. Peter’s warning included a vivid description of what will
happen to such false teachers at the time of judgment. It won’t be pretty.
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Heresy is an atomic bomb that indiscriminately destroys the faith of
everyone who get near.
Now, in 2 Peter 3:1‐10, Peter will build on the idea of judgment. His insight
is very practical as we face a culture that is more and more hostile to the
message of Christ. How are we to deal with those who reject our message
of hope? How do we deal with scoffers, those who make fun of the truths
of God, those who outright reject Biblical authority and deny God
altogether? Peter has some thoughts this morning and it will lead us to a
very profound understanding of why it is so important that we share our
faith with all who will listen. Here is the big idea of this passage, it comes
in verse 9. Peter wants us to remember this:
God is not slow to fulfill his promise (of judgment)
He is simply being patient with us.
Scoffers Will Come
Look at 2 Peter 3:1. This verse marks a transition. Peter is once again
going to turn his letter toward his beloved brothers and sisters in the
church. He calls them his “agapetoi”. His loved and beloved fellow
believers. It is a term of sincere endearment. It is family term, one that
you would use with your closest family and friends. He reminds his friends
that he has written to them twice. Both times he wrote it was his intent to
stir up their sincere minds by reminding them of God’s truth… his
commands.
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This word “stirring up” is a strong action word. It indicates a cause and
effect relationship with the hearer. The implication is that this stirring up
will cause a significant change of state.1 Peter is saying that his warning
should cause a strong reaction, a big change in your heart and mind. To
get an idea of the implied urgency, look at Luke 8:24, where the same word
is used in a little different context. The disciples are in a boat with Jesus in
a huge storm. They are in danger of being swamped and drowned. Luke
says, they went and "woke" him, saying, "Master, Master, we are
perishing!" And he "awoke"[stirred up] and rebuked the wind and the
raging waves… Jesus awoke. The need for action was immediate and
urgent, at least to the disciples. Jesus changed his state, he woke up and
acted. That is the context here in verse 1. Peter is seeking and expecting
his readers, that’s us, to wake up and significantly change our way of
thinking and living. Why? So, you will remember the predictions of the
holy prophets… and the commandment of Jesus that was given through
the apostles. Peter wants to stir us up, so we won’t be surprised by
Christ’s coming and found to be ineffective or unfruitful.
By reference, I believe the commandment Peter is referring to goes back to
Chapter 1. Live your life in a way that confirms your election. Be self‐
controlled, be steadfast, be godly, lover one another with brotherly
affection and love. Peter was emphatic in Chapter 1, when he said that if
we will live this way we will never fall, never be sucked in by false teachers.
And his statement comes with authority… look at the last phrase in verse 2.
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It says that the commandment is of the Lord and through the apostles!
This is a powerhouse statement. It has such deep implications for us as we
read scripture and understand the authority of the apostles and their
writings. Jesus has directly commanded us, through them, as if he were
doing it in person. Jesus is saying, through Peter, wake up people, change
your state… this is not just some random letter, this is Jesus speaking. The
whole Bible is Jesus speaking. The whole bible is about God's plan to
reconcile a world that fell into sin, through the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The whole bible is about the God‐Man Jesus
Christ, who is fully God and fully man.
So, we change our state in response to the message, but that reaction is in
direct opposition to the scoffers. Peter picks them up in verse 4. These
scoffers are just like the ones we have today. Haven’t you heard this
argument? Its been two thousand years, for goodness sake! With sarcasm
dripping they say, “Your messiah must have forgotten you, maybe he is
asleep… or maybe, just maybe, he doesn’t even exist.” The implication is
that they are wise and all knowing. They make fun of your belief. They
snicker behind your back. They conspire to make you look foolish or
simple or just plain stupid. Nothing has changed in two thousand years.
Everything is continuing just as it has for thousands of years. How could
you believe such foolishness?
But keep reading. Have you ever wondered how to answer scoffers? Well,
Peter is going to show us. Look at verse 5. Peter says, here is what scoffers
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do, they deliberately overlook this very critically important fact: the
heavens and earth have existed for a long time. They were created from
nothing, ex nihilo. God breathed and it all came into existence. It was
perfect and very good. It fell into sin and disobedience to God. And guess
what happened? God spoke once more and inundated the world with the
very water he used to create it. So here is the point the scoffers
deliberately want to avoid and ignore: God has already judged the world
once, and found the people deserving of death. They all perished except
for Noah and seven family members. Scoffers may scoff, but facts are
facts. Ignore them at your own peril. That is Peter’s argument.
Now, Peter is building his argument to its climax. He says, scripture is very
clear… If God can do this once, he can do it again… and in fact he is going
to do it again because the heavens and the earth that now exist are being
stored up or kept safe for their ultimate destiny. Fire! God’s second
judgment will be even more catastrophic than a flood. This time it will be
fire that destroys. It will happen when Christ returns for his church and
brings judgment on the earth. Once more Peter uses the imagery of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Fire raining down out of heaven. The use of fire as
a means of judgment is widespread in the NT, used 68 times and almost all
refer to destruction and judgment. Here are a couple examples:
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Heb. 12:29 ‐ For our God is a consuming fire
Matthew 3:10 ‐ For now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
lake of fire.
Luke 12:49 I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already
kindled.
The imagery of fire paints a very frightening picture. It is the total and
absolute destruction of everything, including the earth and the heavens. A
total cleansing with fire so that nothing that is fallen or sinful remains.
That includes the ungodly. The scoffers, the heretics, those who deny
Christ will all die. They will all perish eternally. Only the righteous in Christ
will be saved.
Scoffers deliberately overlook these truths. They have an opinion, a
worldview, that denies the possibility of ultimate judgment by God. They
deny that it happened the first time, in the flood, and they deny that they
are in danger of experiencing judgment themselves in fire. But I want to
say something here. I started this section by asking if you had wondered
how to answer such scoffers. Here is Peter’s answer, and therefore God’s
answer to scoffers. He says to explain what they are deliberately
overlooking and denying. Don’t speak in arrogance. Not with argument.
Not in a confrontational way. But with great brokenness, compassion and
sorrow over their state. They must know the truth. If they continue as
scoffers, they will perish. Only God can save them through Jesus. Our role
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is to love them enough to lovingly and clearly explain their desperate
situation.
Now, Peter is going to move into his most important argument in this
section of the letter in verses 8‐9. He uses a conjunction to transition. It is
a logic argument. “The skeptics, the scoffers will make fun and deliberately
disregard the message of scripture, BUT you must not fall into this trap. Do
not overlook this one very critical fact…” And here it is, look at the end of
verse 8 and verse 9. …with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years is as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. Stop here. Think.
Think deeply. What is Peter saying? He has just said that the scoffers will
make fun of the Christian faith and one way they will discount our belief is
by saying, “what has happened in the past thousand years to confirm your
claim of his return… how about two thousand years, any news?” They
scoff at the thought of absolute judgment. But they are overlooking one
critical fact about God. He lives outside time. He created time and we are
bound by time, but he is not. A thousand years may pass, and it is just like
it was yesterday to God. His purposes are so much bigger, so
unconstrained by what we might consider slow and unresponsive. God is
not slow to fulfill his promise of fire and total destruction for those who do
not believe. No, absolutely not. His slowness, if you count it that way, is
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simply a demonstration of his patience! He is being patient with you. He is
being patient with an unbelieving world.
God is going to dissolve and destroy the world with fire. That is settled
fact. Yet, he is waiting with patience and love and compassion. He is still
building his church, he is still drawing people into his kingdom. His work is
not done. He is still reconciling a lost world to himself through the atoning
blood of Jesus Christ. Look at the end of verse 9. This is incredible. God
does not wish that any should perish but that all would reach repentance!
Now that statement is very difficult when you firmly believe, as I most
certainly do, that no person can come to Christ unless God calls him or her
and gives them the faith to believe. So, human logic deduces that if God
does not wish for any to perish and if salvation is from the Lord without my
assistance then why doesn’t God just simply call all men and give them the
faith to believe. If he is all powerful, why is it that some are lost? Does
that not make God either ineffective or unpredictable and arbitrary? That
is a huge question and it jumps right out of this passage. But it is a
question that I will not totally be able to address this morning. If you are
looking for an absolute answer, I am going to frustrate you this morning.
But stay with me to the end and see where I am going.
The sovereignty of God in salvation is clearly taught in scripture. God alone
draws people unto himself. God alone elects those who will be saved. God
alone writes their names in the Lamb’s book of life. God alone opens our
eyes, removes the scales and allows us to profess faith in the grace and
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mercy of Jesus Christ. Salvation is of the Lord. But scripture is also equally
clear that God does not will that ANY perish. His wish (will) is that all
should reach repentance. Furthermore, scripture clearly teaches that we
must believe in our hearts and speak with our mouth that Jesus is Lord and
that he was raised from the dead on our behalf, if we are to be saved. So
how do we balance these truths that seem to be contradictory? That is the
question. But Peter does not attempt to answer that question. And
consequently, I will not attempt to answer it either. It is a great discussion
and a great topic for an in‐depth study, but at the end of the day each of
these sets of truths are true. It is a tension that scripture does not resolve.
God has intentionally left us with a serious tension that we must embrace,
instead of trying to rationalize or categorize it. The tension is healthy if we
will allow the Lord to temper us and humble our hearts.
So, here is the bottom line in this teaching of Peter’s. The world and all the
universe has fallen into sin. All have rebelled against God. Every one of us
has decimated the image of God that was originally intended for us to
exhibit. We are dead spiritually, deserving of hell and unable to come to
Christ. He has sentenced us all to death because of our rebellion. The
flood in Noah’s day was just a warm up for what is to come. The world was
destroyed once, and it will be destroyed again. The next time it will be
destroyed by fire. It will be dissolved, down to the base elements.
Everyone alive will be destroyed, every bird, animal, insect, rock, tree,
microbe. All the planets in the universe will be destroyed as well.
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But God, being rich in mercy, does not want anyone to perish. In his
mercy, God has issued second judicial opinion. This time in our favor. He
has found us not guilty of sin, because of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. We who are under a sentence of death can find life through Christ.
God sacrificed his only son because he loved the world so much. Jesus
took our sin to the cross and died to pay my penalty, your penalty, and the
penalty of all who will believe. His perfection made him the only worthy
sacrifice. He died and then he was raised from the dead to declare victory
over sin and death. This is the best news in all of history.
So, hear this and believe. Do not be a scoffer. Do not intentionally
overlook this fact. God is not slow to deliver on his promise of judgment
and destruction with fire. Two thousand years is like a couple of days. It’s
like last Friday to God. No, he is not slow. Don’t think it isn’t going to
happen because it has been so long. Understand this… God is waiting for
you. He is waiting for you to come. He is patiently caring for and
preserving this sin stained creation, nursing it along and totally watching
over the happenings of this world. Yes, it is corrupt and dying. But God is
using the sin and corruption of this world to demonstrate our need for a
savior and his mercy toward those who turn to Him. So, come to Jesus.
Bend your heart, embrace the God of all compassion and patience. His
love for you is so great. His compassion so complete. Come to Jesus…
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And finally, don’t wait. Come today. Here is why it’s so urgent. One day is
like a thousand years to God and His return going to happen like a thief
sneaking into your house. You will never see it coming. He will come with
no warning. He will come in power and with the power and authority of
judgment in his hands. The end will come in a blink. It could be today or
tomorrow, a thousand years or a thousand seconds. But when it comes,
there will no more time to consider this offer of mercy. On that day, time
will end, and judgment will be at hand. The heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved… and look at
the last part of verse 10 very carefully. The earth and the works that are
done on it will be exposed, literally it says “found”. The intentions of the
false teachers… found out. The denial in their hearts, the rebellion and
refusal to obey his commands, the destruction of others through their
teaching… all of it will be exposed, all of it will be judged by the ultimate
judge, Jesus Christ, who IS coming back to establish his rule and dominion
over this earth, which will then be renewed by the fire of his judgment.
That is a very sobering and graphic picture. In closing, I want to very simply
remind you, along with Peter, do not consider the Lord slow to fulfill his
promise. Judgment is coming. Consider him to be patient, not slow. He is
calling you into a deep relationship with Jesus.
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Application – What is Our Motivation
So, I want to have a conversation about application. This passage screams
the urgency of proclaiming the gospel to me. That comes primarily from
verses 7‐10. How does that impact you? How should you respond? What
needs to be different? How will that happen? Let’s talk.

Endnotes:
1

Louw Nida, 90.52
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