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But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.
4 For

if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell

and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the
judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a
herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon
the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked
8 (for

as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was

tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and
heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to
keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and
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especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise
authority.
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious
ones, 11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not
pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But
these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and
destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will
also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong as the wage for
their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are
blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with
you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice
unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!
15 Forsaking

the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the

way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but
was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with
human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.
17 These

are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the

gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of
folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely
escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but
they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a
person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the
defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
2|P a g e

Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last
state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been
better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after
knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.
22 What

the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to

its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in
the mire.”
This morning we are continuing our series in 2 Peter. In the first chapter of
his letter, Peter laid the foundation for what is coming. He encouraged his
readers to live out their election, to persevere to the end, as this is the
ultimate confirmation of their faith in God. Peter knew he was about to be
martyred. This letter is his final plea to the church to live in a way that will
keep them from being ineffective or unfruitful.
Peter concludes this plea in chapter 1 by urging us to live in a way that
confirms our election and stating categorically that the gospel is not some
cleverly designed myth. He was an eyewitness on the Mount of
Transfiguration, he saw Jesus in all His glory and heard the voice of God
say, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” So, pay
attention people, pay attention. The gospel is a lamp shining in a dark
place. It is truth. Not some fable made up by man to help him cope with
this world. It is the ultimate truth of God and in that gospel and only in
that gospel is there hope for the future. This is a hope that is grounded in
the true and real promises of God.
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That is the background as we come to chapter 2. Now Peter is going to
deliver the warning that is his primary reason for writing the letter. In his
first letter (epistle), Paul was concerned for the church because he knew
persecution was coming. Now, he is concerned for the church because he
knows that trouble is coming from inside, from among them… in the form
of false teaching and heresy.
His second warning is far more serious, far more urgent. Yes, persecution
is hard because it causes pain, suffering and loss. But persecution can also
bring us together and create unity, a bond of internal strength, among
those who are facing persecution together. However, false teaching and
heresy cause internal division and dissent… this is the most spiritually
destructive force known to man. That is why the early church took it so
seriously.
In military terms, here is an analogy I think helps us put false teaching in
perspective. Persecution is like a laser guided Tomahawk missile. It causes
great destruction, pain and death at the target site, but outside the
targeted area, it leaves the people, landscape and structures intact.
Heresy and false teaching are nuclear bombs. They cause the absolute and
indiscriminate destruction of Christian life. It is a force that wipes out all
who come into range of the fallout. So here is the big idea:
False Teaching is a Nuclear Bomb
It Kills Everyone Who is Exposed
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Peter has a super important message for us. Let’s jump in and meet the
false teachers.
Introducing the False Teachers (v.1‐3)
Peter reaches back into Jewish history to begin his introduction of the false
teachers. He reminds his readers that in the days of Abraham, Moses,
David and the prophets, there were people who rose up and claimed to be
prophets of God. They were “false prophets.” A great example of these is
found in the book of Jeremiah. The Jewish king had surrounded himself
with “prophets” whose job was to tell the king what he wanted to hear.
The only true prophet in Jerusalem during that time was Jeremiah. He was
declaring God’s words of destruction, devastation, defeat and enslavement
to the Babylonians. They put him in jail, threw down a well, burned his
written documents… anything they could to try and silence the truth. All
the while, the false prophets kept telling the king that everything would be
fine, that God would deliver his people just as he had for a thousand years.
Their message was false. It didn’t come true. They weren’t real prophets.
Peter is warning his readers, which is all of us, that just as in the days of
Jeremiah, there will be false teachers among us. People will raise up saying
that they believe in Jesus, are followers of Jesus and love Jesus with all
their hearts. But their message will be false. It will be heresy, destructive
heresy. A nuclear bomb in the middle of the church. And they are sneaky.
They secretly bring their false teaching into the church, dressing it up as
the truth of the gospel so you can’t recognize it at first glance. Jude 4
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speaks to this issue so clearly.

4

For certain people have crept in unnoticed

who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who
pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ. When it says sensuality, that doesn’t just mean erotic
sensuality. It is speaking of a nature that is natural, self‐fulfilling, and self‐
focused. We will see that later in the passage.
So, what is heresy? The root word here implies divisions, factions or sects.
In Biblical terms, heresy is teaching that divides itself from the truth of
scripture. Heretical teaching is any teaching that divides itself from the
teaching of Jesus and the rest of scripture. Heresy divides its hearers away
from the truth.
Now that is a tough explanation in our culture, a culture that denies
absolute truth. To have heresy, to be a false teacher, there must be
absolute truth… do you see that? This is a fundamental assumption of
Christianity. So, here is an example of heretical teaching. “There is no
absolute truth. Truth is relevant to the situation and the individual.” That
is heresy. It totally contradicts Biblical teaching, which we know is God’s
truth. Yet, in our world today, the question of the day is the same question
Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” Our culture answers, “Whatever you
decide is truth for you. No judgment.” That is heresy. And how does that
kind of heretical thinking color your worldview? A case in point. One day I
was down on the street corner with Gospel Guy. I got into a long
conversation with a young man who wanted to talk. Actually, he wanted
6|P a g e

to challenge my faith. He told me that truth was whatever he wanted it to
be, whatever he believed in his mind. So, I asked him if he believed there
was war, famine and suffering in the world and why they existed if reality
was simply something we could create in our mind. He looked at me and,
in all honesty said, “I don’t believe there is war in the world. I don’t like
the concept of war and I choose to believe it doesn’t exist.” He was not
crazy. He was a product of his worldview. Now we can scoff at such an
answer, but frankly, I appreciate his intellectual honesty. His way of
thinking, there is no war, is a perfectly logical outcome if you start from a
place that denies absolute truth. If truth is situational and dependent on
my circumstances and desires, then a world without war is perfectly
logical… that is until a Tomahawk missile destroys your house. Now, are
you beginning to see how heresy can be a nuclear bomb? It destroys truth,
it destroys what we would identify as rational, truthful thinking. It destroys
the truth of the gospel and substitutes “feel good” theology that is not only
false in nature, but false in practice.
Don’t be ignorant, fellow believers. There are false teachers among us
who have snuck in with their bag full of seemingly harmless and even
encouraging “feel good” teaching. Like the false prophets, they proclaim
“Peace, Peace” when there is no peace. Peter says, in their greed they will
take advantage of you… if you take them at face value. They will say all the
right things while they are leading you into total destruction.
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Their Certain Judgment (v.4‐10a)
What will happen to such people? Peter is crystal clear. Look at verse 4.
God did not spare his disobedient angels, some of the most powerful and
magnificent creations in existence. Those who rebelled with Satan, He has
destined to be cast into hell and chained them to an existence of gloomy
darkness. Likewise, He didn’t spare his creation in the ancient world. Only
Noah and his immediate family survived the flood. All other people in the
world were killed. Neither did God spare Sodom and Gomorrah, even
though Abraham asked him to do so. God turned those cities into ashes
because of their immorality and failure to repent. Yet, he rescued Lot out
of Sodom. It is so interesting that Lot is called “righteous”, because he
certainly wasn’t a man who used good judgment. Once more we see in
this passage that God is the one who makes us righteous, he declares us
redeemed and chosen. We do not earn his favor… Lot was chosen by God
to survive the hail of fire that rained down. God didn’t spare Sodom just
because a righteous man lived there.
So, verse 9 tells us that God knows how to rescue the godly from trials and
keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment. That is
a powerful promise and a terrifying truth, all at the same time. Can I make
an application here, please? Have you ever known people whose lives
were in a constant state of conflict and drama? I have counseled many
people over the years who confessed Christ but were living their lives in a
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way that was totally inconsistent with the commands of Christ. Their lives
are filled with conflict, illness, and broken relationships. Yet, they could
not or would not see the relationship between the issues in their lives and
their disobedience. They would pray constantly for relief but refused to
bow their knee and obey the lordship of Christ. Peter tells us, God knows
how to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment.
Peter has introduced us to the false teachers and their ultimate fate. Now
he is going to show us the base nature of these false teachers, so we can
identify them when we encounter them.
Their Base Nature (v.10b‐16)
Look at verse 10. These false teachers are people who indulge themselves
in the lust of defiling passion, just like the residents of Sodom. They have
no moral constraints. They despise authority. The authority of God, the
God given authority of angels, and the authority of the church… in fact they
defy authority in general. Instead of being humble and submissive, they
are bold and willful. They do not tremble as they teach falsely about Jesus.
They are self‐assured. They project confidence and authority.
In the next few verses, Peter goes on a true rant. He winds up his
rhetorical skills and paints a very clear picture of the heart of an individual
who would rather have their way than submit to the clear teaching of God.
Someone who would not only live in disobedience, but confidently teach
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heresy in the church in order to persuade others to live that way as well.
Look at the list verses 12‐16.
False teachers are: irrational animals, creatures of instinct born to be
caught and destroyed, ignorant blasphemers, people who are destroyed by
their own destruction and they are suffering wrong as the wage for their
wrongdoing. They take pleasure in reveling in the daytime. So proud, they
don’t even try to hide. They are blots, and blemishes… pimples on the
complexion of humanity. Arrogantly, they celebrate their deception as
they eat with you, chat with you, smile at you and make you believe they
are god fearing, moral, upright people. Adultery is in their eyes, they can’t
get enough of sin. They prey on unsteady, fragile people and their hearts
are trained in greed.
Make no mistake. These people exist within in the church! They are
nuclear bombs. Division and strife surround them. They make sure you
know it is always someone else’s fault. They look so put together, they
speak with authority, they work their way into leadership roles, they teach
what appears to be truth and lead you to the slaughter one simple step at
a time. You never see it coming and if you aren’t aware and discerning,
you won’t see it happening to you until you are caught in the web of
unbelief. I have seen this, I know people like this, I have been fooled by
people like this. It’s real. Peter is making a plea with this strong language.
BE AWARE. BE DISCERNING. When there are inconsistencies between
what scripture says and a person’s teaching and life style, take note. Listen
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carefully. Keep watch. They well may be a false teacher, a nuclear bomb
to your faith.
Their Devastating Impact (v.17‐22)
Now, Peter is going to close this section by helping us understand the
potential impact of the false teacher on your life. While their teaching may
tickle your ears and sound so good, in truth they are waterless springs and
mists driven by a storm. Verse 17 says that false teachers are like a dry
desert watering hole. When you are thirsty, desperate and searching for
water, you have two choices; 1.) keep following the map which will lead
you to water; or 2.) abandon the map and head to that grove of palms you
can see in the distance. It seems so logical; the map just must have missed
that oasis. So, you make what seems to be a solid decision and abandon
the map. Now, every ounce of your effort and all your hope is placed in the
promise of that watering hole. But, when you finally arrive… it is dry. It’s a
waterless spring. That is why the map pointed you to a different location.
That is the picture of false teaching and its impact on your soul. Peter says
that we are barely escaping from those who live in error. We are one dry
water hole away from disaster. You cannot afford to turn away from the
gospel and head toward the wrong watering hole. That is the point of this
last section. Willfully turning away from truth brings terrible consequences
and, in the end, total destruction.
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Application
What is the application in your life? What false teaching is alive and well
today? As in Peter’s day, it takes many forms. Satan is very clever, and he
wants to destroy your life. Here are just a couple of the forms of false
teaching I see in the church today that will do just that:
The prosperity gospel. This is a rampant heresy. We in North America
have exported this belief system all over the world. The prosperity gospel
teaches that the atonement of Christ guarantees all believers
“divine” physical health and prosperity through faith. In short, this means
that “health and wealth” are the automatic divine right of all Bible‐
believing Christians and may be procreated by faith as part of the package
of salvation, since the Atonement of Christ includes not just the removal of
sin, but also the removal of sickness and poverty.1 This is a faith killing
heresy. It has ripped through the church like an unchecked virus. Imagine
that you are a believer, lying in a hospital bed near death. Now imagine
that your pastor walks into the room, reaches down and takes your hand
and tells you, “If you have enough faith, you will be healed. You have been
promised a cancer free life.” Or, imagine that you have a serious financial
need. The pastor on the television tells you that if you will give freely to his
ministry, God will return your generosity a hundred‐fold. You go to the
bank, take out your life savings and send it in. Then you wait for the Lord
to bless you. The money never comes. Beware. The prosperity gospel is a
nuclear bomb. It will kill your faith and lead you away from true faith.
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Pluralism and tolerance ‐ no absolutes, all roads lead to enlightenment.
Tolerance is the trademark of today’s generation. Not just outside the
church, but inside as well. Jesus was compassionate to all people. Jesus
loved all people. But listen carefully. Jesus was not tolerant, and he did
not teach us to be tolerant. Pluralism goes along with tolerance. All
choices are ok, it is a matter of personal conviction. If you are a woman
and want to identify as a man, whose to judge you? It might not work for
me, but who am I to apply my beliefs to you? There are respected leaders
in the Christian world who confess faith in Jesus Christ that are advocating
tolerance rather than truth in the church. We are a culture that resists
authority and that means we resist absolute truth. Now, that doesn’t
mean we are not compassionate or loving toward all people. This is where
it gets a little difficult for some. We are called to love and care about
everyone. That means truly love and serve them with our lives. But when
it comes to truth, Christianity is an exclusive belief system. If you confess
Jesus as Lord, then you must obey ALL that he commands, no exceptions.
Jesus is highly intolerant of those who deny his name. We are not their
judge, but we are called to speak the whole truth in love.
Attractional teaching. Teaching designed to appeal to unbelievers and
attract them into belief, rather than teaching that proclaims the whole
truth of scripture and allows the Holy Spirit to convict. This may the be
most devastating form of heresy in the church today. It has not served us
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well. Look at these slides. This is information taken from a 2016 survey of
professing evangelicals.
Conclusion
Truth matters. The whole truth. The straight truth. Beware! There are
false teachers ahead. They are nuclear bombs. Dig deep into scripture,
spend focused time understanding scripture. Apply it without reservation.
Don’t get caught up in a way of thinking that appeals to your emotions but
fails to train your heart. If you do this, Peter says, you will never fall. This
is your ultimate defense.
PRAY and DISCUSS
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Endnotes:
1

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-you-should-know-about-the-prosperity-gospel/
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