Awe: Igniting Worship
Shock and Awe – The Glory of God
March 4, 2018

This week I am going to conclude our series on the glory of God. I pray that
your vision of God, your awe of God, has been and will continue to be
renewed. I pray that your life will be changed dramatically as you look
directly into the face of God and are driven to your knees in worship… that
the glory of God will cause you shock and awe.
We have talked about God’s holiness, his infinite yet immanent nature, his
goodness and his justice, and his mercy and grace. These are all attributes
of God. They are unchangeable and eternal. They are a description of who
God is in his very nature, not how he acts in conformance with some set of
laws. God’s nature defines law, it defines right and wrong, it defines moral
and immoral. His very being defines every law of the universe. And, no
matter where you go, God’s is there, and he is in charge. God’s law is true
and in force here on earth, on Mars, and on Alpha Centauri. Go to the
furthest observed galaxy in the universe… MACS0647‐JD, 13.3 billion light
years away from us, and God is there with all his attributes, in his full glory.
Many people wonder if there is other life in the universe. We have no
idea. But if there is, the scripture is crystal clear. That life, those creations,
are under the rule of our God. He never changes. Never. He is eternally
existing, uncreated, all powerful, all knowing, all seeing and ever present.
There is none like him, not one.
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We know all of this to be true. It is a source of wonder and awe. But how
are we to respond? What does all of this compel us to do? The answer is
plainly laid out in scripture, but we sometime miss it. Our response must
be to worship. Our awe of God should drive us to worship. Now, the term
“worship” has been hijacked by our modern church culture, so when I say
worship don’t think I mean singing. Yes, singing is worship. But so is every
other action in our lives. Or it should be. Worship is defined as the
reverential response of creation to the all‐encompassing magnificence of
God.1 My version of that theological definition is this: Worship is
everything we do, it is worship when we do it in response to the
awesomeness of God.
Igniting Worship Through Awe – Psalm 104
Psalm 104 is probably the best passage of scripture in all the Bible to see
the application of the awe of God and how it leads us to worship. This is
the response of the psalmist, most likely David, to what he knows to be
true about God. This psalm is poetry to the glory of God, and is clearly
inspired by the Genesis creation account. Many commentators divide the
Psalm according the events of each day of creation. However, I want to
take a little different direction with this Psalm. I want us to see the Psalm,
not for its structure, but for its worship. I see three distinct acts of worship
here, verses 1‐9 worship His majesty and splendor, verses 10‐30 worship
his amazing provision for his creation and verses 31‐ 35 simply break out
into a declaration of praise to the Lord, with the Lord joining in. Amazing,
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the one who will one day declare the world sinless through his almighty
power and the goodness of his mercy, joins us in worshiping His works.
Let’s look at each section and take note… this is how we should respond to
God, this is what awe inspired worship looks like. Spurgeon says this about
Psalm 104, Here we have one of the loftiest and longest sustained flights of
the inspired muse.2 I’m simply not sophisticated enough to say something
like that, but I am with Spurgeon, this is a really awesome Psalm.
Awed By God’s Splendor
In verses 1‐10, the Psalmist is awed by God’s splendor. Let’s read the
passage. Try to feel the emotion in this Psalm, listen with your eyes closed
if that helps. This passage is filled with active imagery that is designed to
touch your soul… so let it touch.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are
clothed with splendor and majesty, 2 covering yourself with light as with a
garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent. 3 He lays the beams of his
chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds his chariot; he rides on the
wings of the wind; 4 he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming
fire. 5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved.
6 You

covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above

the mountains. 7 At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they
took to flight. 8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that

3|P a g e

you appointed for them. 9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, so
that they might not again cover the earth.
It starts out strong! Bless Yahweh! Bless the Lord, O my soul. How deep is
your soul? It is your very essence, the very core of who you are. Praise
God from the depths of my heart, my soul, my very being. Love the Lord
with all your heart, all you soul, all your being… and love your neighbor the
same way. This is the whole of the law of God. That is what Jesus said to
the rich young ruler. No works, no doing, nothing to prove. Bless the Lord,
worship the Lord with all my soul.
You clothe yourself in with splendor and majesty. This doesn’t mean he is
wearing fancy clothing. Remember this is poetic imagery, whose purpose
is to make you feel something deeply. God is splendid, majestic… a little
scary. Your garment is light. Blazing, brilliant, eye‐scorching light. You
spoke and said, “let there be light” and your light blazed into the created
universe and you stretched it out into space like a tent curtain. You
contain the creation. We can only see out 13 or 14 billion light years, it
might be much bigger… but you stretched it out and continue to stretch it
out over us, around us.
You set the beam that holds up creation in the waters. But you didn’t have
to drive pilings, like a bridge. No. Your power holds it up. The upper
beam, the main beam of creation is held up by waters! Only through the
ultimate power of God. The clouds are your chariot. Spurgeon says that
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God’s car is a cloud! You ride the wings of the wind and you use the wind
as your messenger. Always remember when you see this word “wind” it
can also mean spirit, or breath of God. The Spirit of God is a wind, a
breath. He is the messenger, the one who brings conviction and truth to
our hearts and minds. God rides the wind, with a cloud for his vehicle. It is
imagery to show us how different he is from us and it goes on to say that
he makes his messengers flames of fire. The writer of Hebrews picks up
this language in Hebrews 1:7 and tells us that it refers to the angels. They
are God’s ministers that he makes a flame of fire.
In verse 5, the Psalmist turns to the creation. This great God, Yahweh,
established the earth and set it on a foundation. When scientists read
these Old Testament passages, they laugh at the ancient concepts of how
the world works, taking them to be literal. Such as the earth sitting on
some kind of foundation. We know that the earth is suspended in space,
floating free. But don’t be taken in by their sophisticated snobbery. This is
poetry, imagery designed to help you understand that the earth is set
solidly in place. God has it chained to its spot in the universe. He uses
gravity to do that, but how could we have a calendar, or a watch if the
earth was not established on her foundation? Oh, the psalmist knew well
what he was saying… through the leading of the Holy Spirit who inspired
the scripture.
Finally, verses 6‐10 tell us that the earth was once covered with waters.
The waters stood above the mountains… hmm, who is scoffing now. Only
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in the past 50 years or so have scientists understood that the world was
once totally under water. It’s science that exists in scripture and has for
over fifteen hundred years. God spoke, it says he thundered, and the
waters ran away. They deposited themselves on top of the mountains as
snow and the drained off through the valleys as rivers and streams. They
ultimately ran into the oceans, who God set boundaries they were not
allowed to cross over. God is the one who sends forth springs into the
valleys. God is the one who provides water for the earth. God is one who
sends snow and rain to replenish the land. And it is God who sometime
withholds it… according to his purposes.
Awed By God’s Provision
Now the Psalmist turns to the provision of God for his creation. Look at
verse 11.
10 You

make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills;

11 they

give drink to every beast of the field; the wild donkeys quench their

thirst. 12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; they sing among the
branches. 13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is
satisfied with the fruit of your work. 14 You cause the grass to grow for the
livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from
the earth 15 and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face
shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart. 16 The trees of the Lord are
watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 17 In them the
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birds build their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees. 18 The high
mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the rock
badgers. 19 He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time
for setting. 20 You make darkness, and it is night, when all the beasts of the
forest creep about. 21 The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food
from God. 22 When the sun rises, they steal away and lie down in their dens.
23 Man

goes out to his work and to his labor until the evening. 24 O Lord,

how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; the
earth is full of your creatures. 25 Here is the sea, great and wide, which
teems with creatures innumerable, living things both small and great.
26 There

go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 27 These

all look to you, to give them their food in due season. 28 when you give it to
them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good
things. 29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away
their breath, they die and return to their dust. 30 When you send forth your
Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.
Those rivers and streams, they give all the wild animals a place to drink.
Wild donkeys… provided for. Birds of the heaven… have a place to live and
they sing their song to the Lord. God is one who waters the earth and look
carefully at the last part of verse 13, it is God who fills the earth with its
abundance. Every bite of food we eat is something that comes out of
God’s labor. The earth is filled with the fruit of His labor. The grapes that
make wine… God grew them. The oil from the olives… God grew them.
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The wheat and barley that makes our bread… God grew them. These make
the heart glad, cause our faces to shine and strengthen our very being.
Now look at verse 16. See how the Psalmist speaks of the trees and the
stork. They are the trees of Yahweh! They are his. He grew them, he
owns them. The fir trees provide a home for the stork. And the high
mountains… well that is home for the goats. The cliffs, the rock badgers
live there. Every plant, every animal, every part of creation is God’s and he
takes special care to make sure it is well watered, well fed and well
sheltered. Not even a little sparrow, that sells two for a penny, falls from
the air into death without the Lord knowing. He is in control. He provides.
All that you have, and that is a lot in relative terms, all of it is gift from God.
Undeserved, unearned… free. Because he loves you.
God made the moon and set its appointed time, v.19. You know that life
on earth could not exist without the moon… you knew, right? That funny
little chunk of rock sustains life on earth through its gravitational pull which
regulates the tides and rhythms of the earth. God appointed it. Oh, and
the sun. exactly in the right place. Not to close so we don’t fry. Not too
far so we don’t freeze. And get this… you may know that bodies with mass
have electromagnetic fields that are either charged positively or negatively.
Likes repel, opposites attract. If the sun and earth were charged with like
charges, the sun’s force would push us away and we would freeze to
death. If they were opposite, we would be attracted to the sun and burn
up. But guess what?! The sun and earth have equal amounts of positive
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and negative electromagnetic force… so they maintain the perfect
distance. The charges cancel each other out. God designed the universe!
God ordered his creation in so many ways. The night is time to hunt for
the animals of the forest, the young lions go looking for prey. When the
day dawns, they all go lay down and humankind come out of their sleep
cycle and go to work in the field. God is so wise. How many are your
works Yahweh! You have all figured out and we don’t even realize that it is
you that makes it work that way. All the earth, all the creatures in the sea,
even Leviathan who it says God formed to play with… they are all supplied
by the hand of God. He gathers the harvest, he provides all we need and in
verse 28, He gives it too us at the proper time, He opens his hand and fills
us with what is good. God is so good. And we are so needy. If God hides
his face, we are terrified. And for good reason. If he takes away our
breath, we die and our bodies rot in the earth. He sends the Spirit and
creates life, He renews the earth, He gives life, he sustains life … His love
endures forever!
Awe Igniting Worship
All of this, thirty verses of praise to God and then it just breaks out in a
celebration of praise. The writer cannot contain himself. As he looks at
the truths he has spoken, the nature of God, the beauty and order of
creation, the way God provides for all his creatures, it just overflows. Let’s
start reading at verse 31:
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31May

the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his

works, 32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the
mountains and they smoke! 33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will
sing praise to my God while I have being. 34 May my meditation be pleasing
to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more! Bless the Lord, O my soul! Praise the Lord!
If we were only to give praise to God for what he has done from the dawn
of time until now… that would be deserving of eternal praise and honor.
But verse 31 reminds us that his glory will endure FOREVER! We are just
getting started. In the timeline of eternity, we are only in the first few
seconds of our existence… yes, the first minute of eternity hasn’t even
passed yet! And then in the last part of the verse, we see that God himself
is filled with joy over what he has done! He is so awesome that even the
earth trembles when he looks at it… the mountains smoke at his touch. All
creation screams glory, glory to the Lord our God. And let the singing
break out. Ok, I know I said that worship isn’t just singing… and you look at
this verse and say, “I told you so”. Well, singing is worship and it is an
expression of great joy. Music comes from a deep place within us, from
our souls. And then, in verse 35, we see a glimpse of our future. A time
when sin is no longer present. A time when our corrupt natures are no
longer staining and ruining everything we touch. Let the sinners perish
completely from the earth! That is the promise of God. He will make
things right, he is in the process of making things right. Sinners will either
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be redeemed by the blood or sent into an eternal damnation. But one way
or another, the earth will be renewed, and sin will be no more.
Bless Yahweh, bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise Yah!!
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here
below. Praise him above you heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. AMEN.
Benediction
Psalm 63:1‐4:
1O

God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my

flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 So
I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.
3 Because

your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I

will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands.
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