Uncontainable – Immense Yet Near
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February 11, 2018

Last week we spent time thinking about the holiness of God. We are in a
series I have titled “Shock and Awe – The Glory of God.” My prayer is that
we as individuals and as a church body have our awe of God restored. It is
one thing to know about God. It is quite another to live in awe of Him.
Those are two very different things. As we started into the series last
week, I reminded you about the use of this word “awesome.” God himself
is the totality of the definition of awesome. He is ultimately breathtaking,
he is absolutely magnificent, he defines wonderful, amazing, stunning,
staggering and His presence causes fearful apprehension. There is only
one truly awesome being in all of creation… God himself, who we know in
the persons of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Three persons, one single
God. Indescribably awesome.
God is also holy. Remember that his holiness means he is “other”, not
common but special. Our definition of holiness says that “He is beyond our
experience or understanding. He is unique, unlike anything we know and
absolutely free of the contamination of sin.” This is one of the main things
that sets God apart from man. It is the reason we are unable to look at him
and survive. It is the reason that the seraphim and the elders in heaven cry,
“Holy, Holy, Holy!” and bow down before God’s throne. God is awe‐some,
holy and set apart.
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Today we want to look at two more attributes of God. His immensity,
sometime called his infinitude due to his infinite presence, and his
nearness or his immanence. I will come back to these words, if they are
unfamiliar to you. But infinitude and immanence are two words that, from
a human perspective, seem contradictory. Yet, we will see as we work our
way through this, that they are actually closely related like two sides of the
same coin.
God is Infinite
Infinitude simply means that God is infinite, he is immense. As humans, we
think of being immense in terms of measurement and size, that is only way
we can think. But try hard not to limit yourself to size or distance when
you think of the infinite nature of God. His infinitude speaks to the fact
that he is infinite in nature and cannot be contained by any space, nor can
his actions be limited in any way. He has always existed and always will. He
exists infinitely. Anyplace you go, he is there. He exists outside of the
creation, it does not define him, nor does it contain him. His love for us is
also infinite and eternal… it has always existed and will always exist. God
lives outside of time. He is not bound by the clock or the changing of
seasons. This really stretches our minds. God is without limits. Yet our
language, our lives themselves require limits and measures so we are able
to define and explain our world. This morning I want you to really stretch
your mind and try as hard as you can not to let “limits” define your God.
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Theologian Charles Hodge does a great job of helping us understand the
infinitude of God. I have adapted some of his teaching. I think it is very
helpful.
Hodge says this, “The Bible clearly teaches the infinitude of God in the
clearest terms. He is said to fill all in all. He fills the universe in all its
parts.” This thought comes from Ephesians 1:23. In that passage, Paul is
explaining that Jesus has been given authority over all things and that God,
“put all things under his feet and gave him as “head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” Now this is
one of those phrases that we tend to read over and not consider. But think
about it. Jesus has ultimate authority, with the church as his body… the
fullness of him who fills everything, every space, every place, every single
infinite possibility in the whole of creation and in all of heaven, whatever
that is! He fills it all and we are his body, his bride. Now we are starting
see how God’s infinite nature not only stretches our minds, but leads us to
worship.
We see this same idea in Psalm 139:7‐12, 7 Where shall I go from your
Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you
are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 9 If I take the wings of
the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, “Surely the
darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” 12 even the

3|P a g e

darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as
light with you.
I love Psalm 139. It is my “go to” Psalm. This portion speaks to the
absolute infinitude of God. He is everywhere. There is no place that you
can flee from his presence… and that is such a good thing! If I go far into
the heavens… you are there. If I go to the underworld, the place of the
dead… you are there! If I go to the uttermost part of the sea, down to
unthinkable depths or distance… you are there! Already, always, in every
single place I can imagine. That is what it means in Ephesians when it says
that he fills it all. No matter where I am, no matter where I go, no matter
what I am doing… you are there, your strong right hand is holding me. You
see me in the dark just as if it was day. I am never, ever out of your
presence, nor out of your sight. Where I go, you are there already because
you are always everywhere. You are immense. You are infinite.
Acts 17:28 sums it up, In Him we live and move and have our being. Hodge
sums up his teaching on God’s infinitude by saying this, “Everywhere in the
Old and in the New Testament, God is represented as a spiritual Being,
without form, invisible, whom no man has seen or can see; dwelling in the
light which no man can approach unto, and full of glory; as not only the
creator, and preserver, but as the governor of all things; as everywhere
present, and everywhere imparting life, and securing order; present in
every blade of grass, marshalling the stars as a host, calling them by their
names; present also in every human soul, giving it understanding,
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endowing it with gifts, working in it both to will and to do. The human
heart is in his hands; and He turns it even as the rivers of water are turned.
Wherever, throughout the universe, there is evidence of mind in material
causes, there, according to the Scriptures, is God, controlling and guiding
those causes to the accomplishment of his wise designs. He is in all, and
over all things; yet essentially different from all, being over all,
independent, and infinitely exalted. This immensity and omnipresence of
God, therefore, is the ubiquity of the divine essence, and consequently of
the divine power, wisdom, and goodness. As the birds in the air and the
fish in the sea, so also are we always surrounded and sustained by God. It
is thus that He is infinite in his being, without absorbing all created beings
into his own essence, but sustaining all in their individual subsistence, and
in the exercise of their own powers.”1
That is quite a summary. It is so grand, so sweeping, so big. It is nearly
incomprehensible for the human mind. In fact, it is incomprehensible. But
we are capable of feeling this truth deep down in our heart and soul,
through the deep teaching of the Holy Spirit. And this is the connection,
this connection to the indwelling Spirit, that we must focus on and repair.
It is this deep teaching that leads us to live in awe of and infinite God who
is accessible through the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. When we
live our lives desperate for a closer walk with God, desperate for a deeper
understanding of who is and desperate for the leading of the Spirit… then
we will begin to comprehend such incomprehensible thoughts. This is
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what Psalmist, and Hodge and Tozer are trying to tell us… we need to
restore our awe of God. We need to live moment to moment in desperate
need of the Holy Spirit.
God’s Immanence
Now I want to shift gears. I want to go from the immense and infinite to
the up close and personal. I want us to shift our gaze from the heavens to
the world right around us. God is infinite, but he is also immanent. Now
this word “immanent” is not one we use much. It is a theological word.
So, don’t confuse it with “imminent”, which means something is about to
happen. Immanent means “to be present, to be near.” It is a really good
word that says something no other single English word can. When used of
God this word means “to permanently pervade and sustain all things.” It is
the Biblical idea that God is always at hand, always near, always with us,
always sustaining us, always giving us life and everything we need. God is
pervasive, he is close by, he is present, he is omnipresent. And here is the
really hard thing to understand, immanence is part of God’s infinite nature.
The Bible clearly teaches us that God is near and present throughout the
whole universe, at the same time. He is near and personal in Calcutta,
India and Salem, Oregon. He is immanent in Beijing, China and on the
International Space Station, at the same time. He is immanent in
Washington, D.C. and on the furthest solar system visible from the Hubble
telescope, all at the same time. God is up close and personal… no matter
where you may be, no matter where you may go. You can see that
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immanence is closely tied to infinitude. They are really two sides of the
same coin. God is huge and everywhere and up close and personal all at
the same time, in every corner of existence.
We see this in Jeremiah 23:23, where God is rebuking the false prophets
who thought their words and deeds were hidden from God. The Lord says,
Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? Can a man
hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? Declares the Lord.
Do I not fill heaven and earth? Declares the Lord. This passage goes hand in
hand with the passage we read from Psalm 139, there is nowhere on earth,
on land or sea, in heaven or hell, where one can hide or flee from God. But
guess what? On a positive note, if you are seeking not fleeing, pursuing
not hiding… there is also no place you can go where God cannot be found.
If you go there, He is there. Present, available, calling you. Now do you
start to see why God’s immanence is important? And don’t fall into a
common trap when you think about this. It is a purely human thought
process that thinks about God as being partially present in some places, or
somehow limited by time, or space, or physical capacity. God is fully
present in every place at all times. He isn’t watching you from some
distant throne… he is present with you always.
Here is an example. How many times have you heard people say, “I didn’t
want to bother God with my petty problem or small need. He has lots to
do and my issue just wasn’t that important.” If you think like that, please
listen carefully. That thought is NOT Biblical. God is infinite. He is
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unbounded, uncontainable. God has no limitations. That is simply not a
thought we can fully process. But it is true. He is up close and personal
with all seven billion of us on earth, all at the same time. He knows each
one of us by name. He knows the number of hairs on our heads. Listen,
the scripture says that God knows every star in heaven, he hung it there
and calls it by name. Very conservative estimates would tell us that there
is a minimum of 1 septillion (1 with 24 zeros) stars in the visible universe.2
God knows each by name and hung it there personally. That same God is
present, with you, right now. If you are a redeemed person, that same
God has sent His Holy Spirit to dwell in you, to regenerate you, to guide
you, guard you, sanctify you, give you wisdom and understanding… that
same God who knows the name of a septillion stars, knows your name and
every single thing about you, including the next words that will come off
your lips before they even form. Stop and think about that! In Psalm 16:8,
the Psalmist says, I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at
my right hand, I shall not be moved. I won’t let my circumstances knock
me off my feet or cause me to lose hope. The God who hung and named a
septillion stars is at my right hand, guiding my life, moving out before me,
guarding my path… he is always before me. If he is for me, who can prevail
against me?
Once again, Tozer is really helpful as we consider God’s immanence. Listen
to what he says, “We think about God being close to us or the problem of
God being far away. We don’t think right because we think geographically
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or astronomically; we think in light years or meters or inches or miles or
leagues. We are thinking of Him as dwelling in space, which He does not.
Rather, he contains space so that space is in God.”3 Here is where our
material thought process really hinders our spiritual understanding. Let’s
walk through that statement again. God does not dwell in space. God
contains space. Space is in God, not the other way around. The universe
exists in God, not the other way around. God contains the universe. That
is what the Bible teaches us. Understanding this requires a re‐tooling of
our human logic process. Here is where we are desperate for the Holy
Spirit to transform our mind, so we can live in awe, not trying to explain,
quantify or rationalize God, but simply be awed by his immensity, his
complexity and his presence in our lives.
God Seems Far Away
So, if all this is true… and it is, why does God seem to be so inaccessible, so
far away? Why do I not feel God around me if he is always present? That
is a good question.
The answer goes back to last weeks message. God seems far away
because there is a moral canyon separating us that cannot be bridged by
human effort. God is infinite and always present in every single corner of
the universe. And he is near, he is pervasive, he is always close at hand.
But, we cannot interact with God due to the fact that sin has changed our
moral character. God is holy, he is other than us. But that otherness

9|P a g e

wasn’t always so and doesn’t have to remain so. Remember last week we
talked about how Jesus died to take the penalty of our sin on his shoulders.
God declared that the wages of sin is death, all who sin must die.
Therefore, to be just and fair, God has a responsibility to kill every person
who sins. That is every single one of us. But, in an act of supreme mercy,
Jesus took the form of man, living a perfect life and died, to pay the price
of our sin. He then rose again on the third day to declare his victory over
sin and death and God declared his sacrifice as adequate to fulfill his
declared sentence of death upon us. Then, in an even more amazing act of
grace, God imputed the righteousness of Christ to us… he added it to our
account. That makes us righteous, holy, pure, perfect… through Christ our
savior. Now, we who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we who God
has redeemed from death are holy and sinless. The otherness of God is no
longer a barrier to our interaction with God. He has adopted us as his
children. We are his.
We Should Be Ultimately Happy
The conclusion that we must draw from this understanding of the infinite,
yet present nature of God is that we have absolutely no reason to worry or
be unhappy. It was a 14th century mystic, Julian of Norwich, who said it
this way, “If all this is true, then why be we not all of great ease of heart
and soul.” This puts 1 Peter 5:7 in a whole new light, casting all your
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Think about who it is that is
taking your anxieties. Think about who it is that is watching over you and
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go before you. This God is not finite. He is not limited. There is nothing he
cannot do, nothing he cannot overcome, nothing he cannot provide. Tozer
addresses this issue when he says, “What is it that makes you happy?
What cheers you up and gives your morale a lift? Is it your job? Is it the
fact that you have good clothes? Is it that you have married well or have a
fine position? Just what is it that brings you joy?”
We are not ultimately happy because we have allowed our lives to be
focused on the finite, not the infinite; the contained, not the
uncontainable. Tozer tells us that we are not happy people because we
have set our minds on things. We put our trust in things plus God. We
have a job and God. We have a family and God. We have money and God.
We have a home and God. We have ambition for the future and God. So,
we put God as a big PLUS sign after something else. Our problem is that
we are putting our confidence in things and not in God. This is why we are
never satisfied, never content… always looking for next big thing. This is a
huge issue for me. I am always thinking two or three steps out in the
future. This is well rewarded in the world of work. But it can be sudden
death to a contented, secure, happy life in Christ.
I love the way Tozer addresses this. He is obviously a man with a great gift
of compassion… he says, “all that is beneath God will not satisfy us. God
made you in His image and you’re stuck with it… you are made in the
image of God and nothing short of God will satisfy you.” God is the only
one who can and will give us true rest, peace and satisfaction. If there is
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anything necessary to our happiness than God, you are not yet the kind of
Christian you ought to be. For only God, the infinite and immanent God, is
the true rest. We will only find this kind of life when we are desperate for
the Holy Spirit, moment by moment.
Let’s pray. Let’s talk.
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