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This morning, I want us to begin a short series that will focus us on an
aspect of our Christian lives that for the most part, we have lost in our day
to day experience. I want us to focus for the next few weeks on one of the
most critical aspects of the Christian life – our awe of God. I have titled this
series, “Shock and Awe – the Glory of God.” To set the mood, I want us to
begin by listening to a song from the Eastern Orthodox tradition. This is a
song that is a part of the church’s formal liturgy. The priest begins by
praying, “O Lord, our God, look down from Thy most holy habitation. And
visit, bless, and prosper this vineyard, which Thine own hand has planted.”
[slide and song] There is something to be said for formal liturgy. It brings
us to place of consideration, prayer and worship. It helps us to understand
that the common is set apart from the holy… and that God is not common,
he is all powerful, awe inspiring.
As I have told you before, I am one who has use this word “awesome”
liberally and commonly in my speech. My wife is “awesome”, my dog is
“awesome”, the conference we went to a few weeks ago was “awesome”,
the Beavers hiring Jonathan Smith was “awesome.” Yet, when I stand back
and truly consider what I am saying, I realize that my use of the word is an
indicator that I have lost track of what it truly means to be in awe. That is
not to say that my wife isn’t the most amazing, beautiful, talented person I
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know, or that my dog isn’t the best boy ever! That isn’t what I am saying.
But using the word “awe” in that context is to deny something that can
only belong to a description of God. You see, something that inspires awe
is; breathtaking, magnificent, wonderful, amazing, stunning, staggering,
and it causes fearful apprehension. But the ultimate and most accurate
definition of “awesome” is simply one word – God. God himself is the
totality of the definition of awesome. He is ultimately breathtaking, he is
absolutely magnificent, he defines wonderful, amazing, stunning,
staggering and His presence causes fearful apprehension. There is only
one truly awesome being in all of creation… God himself, who we know in
the persons of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Three persons, one single
God. Indescribably awesome.
Yet, for the most part, we who are the people of God have lost our awe for
God. He has become familiar, pleasant, comfortable. This happens so
easily for us who are inherently broken and fleshly people. We default to a
worldview that focuses on the known, the visible and the explainable. We
reduce God to a knowable, understandable being. Yes, we know Him
because he has revealed himself to us, through the Bible and in the person
of Jesus Christ, and finally in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. But we
cannot fully know him nor can we truly understand him nor can we ever be
totally comfortable with him if we are thinking rightly. There is great
mystery in the person and character of our God. He created us to be in
awe of Him. Not afraid of him, but to be in awe.
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At the Bethlehem Pastor’s conference that Susan and I attended just over
two weeks ago, Paul Tripp opened the conference with this statement:
"We are hard‐wired for awe by our creator. It is a fundamental drive for all
we do. We were made to be motivated by the awe of God. Every human’s
life is driven by awe of something. We either live a life in awe of God or in
awe of some part of the creation. This is true of every person.” 1
That statement should give us great pause. If God’s purpose for our life, if
what we are created for is to live in awe of God, to give God glory in all
things… if that is our ultimate and greatest purpose and if we have lost it…
well, that would explain most of our problems, wouldn’t it? Therefore, the
only conclusion I can draw is that to the extent that you and I are not living
in constant awe of God, we are missing the purpose of life. As we
exchange worship of the glory of God for worship of the glory of the
creation, we have walked away from all that contains meaning, straight
into a world of false hopes, false accomplishment, and false worship.
Claiming to be wise, we exchange the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.
Therefore, God will give us up to the lusts of our hearts, to impurity, to the
dishonoring of our bodies. When we fail to live in awe of God, we
exchange the truth about God for a lie, and worship and serve the creature
rather than the Creator, who is forever blessed. (Romans 1:22‐25)
Wow, that is serious. Now I am sure you don’t get up in the morning and
say, “I am exchanging the truth of God for a lie in my life.” We don’t
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generally think this way. But we need to. We must fight to restore the
awe of God in our lives. So, here is the purpose of this series,
To Restore Our Awe of God
I want us to take some time as a congregation to consider the character
and nature of God himself, as revealed in scripture. I want us to wonder
and puzzle and be amazed. I want us to explore the depths of God’s
revelation of himself to us… through the creation, through the scripture
and through the person of Jesus Christ and the indwelling Spirit. That is
what we are doing for the next few weeks. I pray it is a journey that
renews your spirit, creates a clean heart within you and restores your soul.
I want us to find the joy of God and a vision of his glory in our daily lives.
But first a warning. You may be tempted to think, “I already know all this
stuff. I am a pretty well taught, mature believer.” And you know, for many
of you that is exactly right. We have some very solid, mature believers in
this congregation. We have been well taught. Our theology is solid. That
is such a good thing, because what we think and know about God is so
important in life. But beware. Sound theology is NOT a barrier to a wrong
focus of awe. Sound theology and living in awe of the creation rather than
the creator can and do co‐exist. Awe is demonstrated by how we live,
moment by moment, not by what we think, or believe, or know. How we
live is the indicator of whether we are truly in “awe” of God.
So here is my challenge today. A challenge issued by Paul Trip two weeks
ago. He said this, “A pastor’s job is to give back the awe of God to his
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people. And, you cannot give what you do not have.” So, let’s dive into
this series by looking at God’s holiness. The thing that totally sets him
apart from the creation.
God’s Holiness
A.W. Tozer gives us a great place to start as we consider the awesome
nature of God’s holiness. Listen to what he said, “While we are looking at
God we do not see ourselves ‐ blessed riddance. The man who has
struggled to purify himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will
experience real relief when he stops tinkering with his soul and looks away
to the perfect One. While he looks at Christ, the very thing he has so long
been trying to do will be getting done within him.”2 Here is true hope. As
we look at God, as we stare at Jesus, as we desperately pursue the Holy
Spirit… we lose ourselves and we begin to change. The struggle to change
that so many of us have lost over and over and over is now just that… over.
Stop tinkering with your soul and look away at the perfect one. That is
how you change. That is how you become like Jesus. But what exactly is
the holiness of God? What is this awe all about?
God’s Holiness Described
First let’s look at a more academic description. Academic is not bad, but it
needs to be applied. So, once we see how to think about God’s holiness,
we are going to walk through a practical example. So here is what the
Lexham Theological Wordbook says about “holiness”: [slide]
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Holiness refers primarily to the quality of God, denoting his
transcendent apartness from the rest of creation, his uniqueness,
and his total purity. When the term is applied to people, things, or
places that have been touched by the presence of God or
dedicated to God, it connotes the idea of being set apart for God
and thus belonging to the realm of the divine, which is morally
and ceremonially pure.3
OK. Let’s translate this into English. Look at the three parts of God’s
holiness and track through this with me.
1. Transcendent apartness: God is beyond or above the range of
normal human experience. He is totally separate, totally different
than the rest of creation.
2. Unique: One of a kind. No other, nothing other, is like God.
3. Pure: Absolutely free of any contamination. Unadulterated. Sinless.
So, let’s put these three parts of the definition of holiness together and get
a statement that is repeatable and memorable.
“God is holy. He is beyond our experience or understanding. He is unique,
unlike anything we know and absolutely free of the contamination of sin.”
Now let’s turn to the second part of the definition. It speaks to applying
holiness to persons and particularly to people who have been touched by
the presence of God. Take a look at the definition and understand that this
applies to us, when we have been set apart by God. In fact, scripture
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commands us to be holy. Did you know that. But, we cannot be holy, we
are not pure, we are not unique, we are not different. Yet, when God sets
us apart, when God saves us… we become His, we belong to the “realm of
the divine” which is ceremonially and morally pure. This is called imputed
righteousness, imputed holiness. We become holy, because God is holy
and has credited Jesus’ holiness to our account. Thus, God sees us as holy
through the blood of Christ, even though we are not holy on our own.
Does that make sense? This is important to understand. This is beginning
of living in awe of God. He did this for us… he didn’t have to, he wanted to.
Holy God made a way for sinners to be holy… set apart, and pure.
This is awe‐some. Awe is found in knowing God’s character and then
understanding what he has done for you. Awe flows out of your response
to God’s forgiveness and redemption. But to truly understand this we
need a practical example.
Let’s learn what God’s holiness is like and how to respond to it from the
prophet Isaiah. Turn with me to Isaiah 6:1‐8:
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood
the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another
and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory!”
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4 And

the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who

called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I
am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
6 Then

one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal

that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth
and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and
your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”
The Awe of Angels
Look at this picture. In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord! As Isaiah
writes this, he is not reporting facts. His point isn’t to let you know that
God is alive and was spotted in the temple the other day. NO!!! Isaiah is
dumbfounded by this experience and he wants you feel what he felt and
see what he saw… I SAW the Lord! I SAW the creator of all things, the
great I AM. I saw him in a vision. He was huge. Just the train of his robe
was so magnificent that it completely filled the temple. By my calculation
this is an area of 54,000 cubic feet. That is a huge train! He was high and
lifted up, on his throne… he couldn’t be contained by the temple. And
above him stood seraphim. Each had six wings… two to cover their face,
two to cover their feet. Holy, Holy, Holy! God on high, so magnificent, so
holy that those who served him had to cover their feet and face in his
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presence. And they constantly cry out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is filled with His glory!
The Lord is so glorious, so holy, so powerful that the very foundations of
the temple shook. That is what it says in verse 4. And the smoke… it filled
the temple as well. Consider this, how did God reveal his presence to the
Israelites as they wandered through the desert, headed for the promised
land? With a pillar of smoke during the day, a column of flame at night. It
never went out, it was always present. At Mount Sinai, God’s presence
caused the mountain to shake like jello and his presence was marked by a
heavy cloud of smoke that descended on the mountain. The people were
so afraid that they told Moses, “you go see God, you go talk to him. We
are going to go hide in our tents… this is too frightening.” That is Isaiah’s
vision. The presence of God, his robe’s train filling the temple, smoke
everywhere, seraphim crying out “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Can you feel it? Can
you imagine? What did it smell like? What did it feel like? How would you
respond?
The Awe of Man
We’ve seen the awe of the angels, now let’s look at the awe of man. Look
at verse 5 and see Isaiah’s response to this vision of God. “And I said: Woe
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts!”
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Isaiah knew he was a dead man. The Bible is clear on this point. No one
can see God and live. When the Israelites were escaping Egypt and came
to Mount Sinai, Moses met with God and during that meeting asked God to
show him his glory. God consented. But he then told Moses, “you cannot
see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” (Exodus 33:20) God’s
holiness, his absolute glory, is so magnificent, so perfect, that it will kill you
if you look directly at him. Isaiah knew this. He believed he had breathed
his last breath. Woe is me. I am a dead man. I am lost, there is no hope
for me… I have seen the Lord and He will destroy me. I have unclean lips
and live among a people of unclean lips. Woe is me, I am dead. But in an
unimaginable act of grace and mercy, God did not kill Isaiah. Instead, one
of the seraphim flew over to Isaiah with a burning coal from the fire and
touched his lips. Your sin is forgiven, your guilt is taken away, your sin
atoned for… Wow. This is imagery. It is a vision from God, a vision with a
clear message. God uses visions to communicate. It happens in our minds,
but it is real. Do you know what I mean? Have you ever experienced this?
While it is a vision, the forgiveness was real. The atonement was real. The
glory was real. And Isaiah reacted the way any person should, any person
who professes faith in God. He responds with humility and confession of
sin. Isaiah’s response to God is one of awe – his vision is breathtaking,
magnificent, wonderful, amazing, stunning, staggering, and it caused
fearful apprehension.
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Man’s Response to God’s Glory
Finally, look at Isaiah’s response to the glory of God, as exhibited in the
cleansing of the sin from his lips. He immediately knows that he owes his
life to God. Serving him is the only right response. His life is no longer his
own, it is God’s. So, when God asks, “who will go for us, who shall I send?”
Guess who is the first volunteer? That is right. It’s Isaiah. God has a
mission for Isaiah, he has a message. It won’t be easy. Many won’t listen.
Many will deny his words and go their own way. But God has a mission for
Isaiah. Yet, don’t miss this… Isaiah couldn’t be sent until he learned to live
his life in awe of God. When you are overwhelmed by the holiness of God,
your one and only response must be… here I am, send me.
We see the exact same response from Moses. Remember his initial
encounter with almighty God? It happened at a burning bush. Moses had
been an exile in Midian. Raised and educated in the court of Pharaoh, in
line for crown. He rejected it all for the sake of his fellow Jews, but took
justice into his own hands and killed an Egyptian soldier. Moses lived in
exile for 40 years, but one day as he was tending his sheep he saw a bush
on fire that was not being consumed. Drawn to it, he encountered God
who told him it was holy ground and to take off his shoes. Moses was
overcome by the presence of God. He worshipped. He confessed his
inadequacies. He told God he had the wrong guy. It took 40 years of
herding sheep to break Moses and make him the man God needed. Moses
became the greatest leader this world has ever seen. That is not an
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exaggeration. His response to God’s call was total, even though he
believed himself to be unable and inadequate. Worship will do that. Awe
will do that. God’s power and glory are irresistible and totally humbling, all
at the same time. God did not choose Isaiah or Moses because of what
they brought to the table. Their giftedness, their talents, their natural
abilities were not the reason that God chose them. He chose them for his
purposes and used them in mighty ways because they were broken and
unable, yet totally dependent. These men walked moment by moment
with God. Realizing they had nothing to offer but themselves and their
brokenness. They both totally submitted their lives to God and were
desperate for his presence in their lives. Here I am, God. Send me. Do
with me as you will, because I know that you, and you alone, are the one
who knows best. My life will be happier, more satisfied, more joyful… if I
die to myself and live in total abandonment to your will. Have your way
with me Lord. All to your glory. I will live in awe of what you do. Day by
day, moment by moment. You are holy, I am not. Live out your holiness in
me through the control and direction of the Holy Spirit. That is how Isaiah
responded. That is how Moses responded. That is how we must respond
to the holiness of God.
Now I want to step back here and ask you this question. When was the last
time, if ever, you have experienced this kind of awe, this kind of response
to the presence of God in your life? Let’s talk about it. We need to get this
right. We need to see God’s purposes in our life clearly.
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Close with communion.
Song as the bread is passed. Then read John 7:37‐39:
37 On

the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out,

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me,
as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ”
39 Now

this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were

to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified. God’s holiness compels us to cry out, to thirst for Him. We
are like people lost in the desert. Yet, Jesus is crying out to us this
morning. Come to me… this is my body, broken for you. Come, eat,
believe. And out of your heart will flow living water that will forever satisfy
you. Come, eat.
Song as the cup is passed. Then read Psalm 63:1‐4:
1O

God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my

flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 So
I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.
3 Because

your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I

will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands.
We are in a dry and weary land. There is no water… our flesh faints. Yet,
like Isaiah, we have looked into the sanctuary… God, you are there; your
glory fills it, your train completely fills it, smoke and awesome power
totally fill it. We see your power and your glory. Your love for us is better
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than life. Our lips sing your praise. I will run after you, I will seek you, I will
bless you moment by moment, day by day, as long as I shall live. It is in
your name that I will lift my hands and declare you to be my Lord, my
Savior, my God. You died and your blood was shed to atone for my sin.
This cup represents your blood, poured out for me… come, drink, be
satisfied!
Close with Behold Our God.
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