Mercy and Grace
Shock and Awe – The Glory of God
February 25, 2018

This week in our series titled, “Shock and Awe – The Glory of God,” we are
going to be looking at God’s mercy and grace. But we need to start
somewhere else to put this in perspective. Remember, the purpose of our
series is to restore our sense of awe, to help us individually and corporately
come to a place of realizing the awesomeness of God. We have seen his
holiness, his infinitude, his immanence, his goodness and his justice. When
we start to add this up, it creates quite a picture.
This morning, before we jump into God’s mercy and grace, I want to
remind you that God is also our ultimate authority. To put it into cultural
terms, He is large and in charge. As believers, we often say that God is our
ultimate authority, but do we really understand what that means? I don’t
really think so. We think of God in finite terms… it is the only choice we
have because we are finite beings. We can’t think of him in any other way.
But God is not finite. We learned that two weeks ago. He is infinite and
consequently his attributes are also infinite. His authority is infinite. It
cannot, is not and will not be surpassed or overthrown. God always has his
way. Now for us as humans, always having our way would be a bad thing.
I am sure you have known people who demand that things always be how
they want them to be. We call those people “spoiled, demanding and self‐
centered.” But when God demands his way, he is not acting as a spoiled
1|P a g e

child, nor is he being demanding, nor is he being selfish. When God
demands his way, he is acting out of his righteousness. His demands are
how he exhibits his desire to be good and gracious toward us. That is
because his ways are always best for us. This is where we often get off
track in our thinking. Because we are human, we assume that if God is
self‐focused with very specific demands, it is a bad thing. If this was how I
acted, and I certainly am capable of it, it would always be a bad thing…
because my motives are impure, my character is impure. But God is not
like me. His self‐focus, his specific demands, are for the purpose of
declaring his perfect glory and to reveal his intention to do good toward us.
John Piper wrote a very good book on this subject a few years ago. It is
titled, “What Jesus Demands of the World.” In the book he addresses 50
specific demands that Jesus makes. Every one of them is designed to bring
God’s glory to forefront of our lives and to instruct us how to live in the
light of his glory. It’s all designed for our good.
That is why it is a good thing that God is the ultimate authority over all
things. When God declares right and wrong, it declares his character and it
also declares what is good for us. When God establishes gender
differences, or specific roles in marital relationships or boundaries for the
gift of sex… it is for a very good reason. It is for our good and his glory. We
must never waver on that thought. God is the ultimate authority over all
things and he exercises his authority in a way that is intended to show his
goodness toward us.
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But what does that have to do with Mercy and Grace? Well, that is a good
question… here is a bit of a long answer, stay with me. Since God is the
ultimate authority and since his authority cannot be over‐ridden, over‐
thrown or surpassed, what he decrees as right cannot be changed.
Remember, God’s attributes are not “principles” by which he lives and
rules. God’s attributes are his very nature, they are who he is. I will come
back to that thought again. But for now, think of it this way. God has
decreed that all who sin must perish eternally. The wages of sin is death.
That is God’s unchangeable decree. Remember the story of Esther? Once
Haman convinced the King to issue a decree to wipe out the Jews, it could
not be changed. That story is a clear allegory… a picture of the nature of
God. God’s justice demands death for sin. His unchanging character
allows for no change in that decree and his ultimate authority over all
things provides no room for escape. Mankind is doomed. Or so it seems.
But just like the story of Esther, where the King finds a way to issue
another edict that allows the Jews to survive, God also has set another plan
in place. It is a plan so unexpected and so awe inspiring that it is the
central theme of the Bible. It is a plan where someone else dies in our
place to fulfill the just demand. So, that leads us to God’s attributes of
mercy and grace. Listen carefully and stand in awe!
God’s Mercy
I can think of no better place to see God’s mercy than in Psalm 103:8‐19. It
is a passage that explains God’s mercy, in light of his justice and authority.
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Turn your Bibles to Psalm 103. I will begin reading at verse 8.
8 The

Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in

steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.
10 He

does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to

our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is
his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13As a father
shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those
who fear him. 14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.
15 As

for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field;

16 for

the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.

17

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on

those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, 18 to those
who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments. 19 The
Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over
all.
This is a long passage and filled with so much rich truth about God and his
mercy. Let’s walk through it together. Look at verse 8. The Lord is
merciful and gracious. Mercy and grace are so often found in the same
passages in scripture. They are so closely related. Another word for mercy
is compassion. You can read verse 8 as, “the Lord is compassionate.” Slow
to anger and abounding in rock solid, never changing love. Do you see
that? That is your God speaking directly to your heart… as a redeemed
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follower of Jesus Christ. He is for you. He loves you with an unchanging
love. His nature is compassion, mercy. Don’t move off this. Don’t lose this
thought. Remember, God is the ultimate authority over all things, all
people, all everything! He is also the final judge. He has also condemned
every single human being to everlasting death. Yet, he is merciful… filled
with compassion. That is why you are here this morning and not in hell.
He is slow to anger and abounding in unchanging love for you.
Now look very carefully at verse 10. He does not deal with us according to
our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. Who does that? Only
God. Yes, God is just. Yes, he always does what he says. Yes, he has
condemned us to hell. But, the Psalmist tells us that he does not repay us
according to what we deserve. This seems to be in direct conflict with the
fact that he has condemned us. How can both be true at the same time?
Remember last week we talked about how God is just and at the same
time justifies those who sin. Here we see the same seeming contradiction.
But stand in awe follower of Christ. Stand in awe. Read verse 11. Here is
another version: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, that is
how his loyal love prevails over those who fear him. You can measure
God’s loyal love toward you by measuring the distance from earth to
farthest reach of heaven… his love prevails. Always, forever.
And then, verse 12, look at how he deals with our sin. In his mercy, in his
compassion… God removes it. This word is also translated, “casts out”,
“blots out”, and “treads underfoot”. God casts our sin as far away as the
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east is from the west. This is a word picture that defines the God’s
“infinitude”. East and West are in opposite directions. As you move along
this line, they continue to get further and further apart. East moves away
from west out into eternity. God casts away our sin and it moves away
from us… further and further into an eternal separation. Is that how you
think of your sin? Or, do you see it as a constant blot… sticking to you and
never releasing? Do you see your sin as disqualifying you from being close
to God? Are your failures a source of defeat in your life? For those who
love God and who are called according to his purpose, your sin is gone… it
has been cast by God, the ultimate judge, the ultimate authority, into the
eternal abyss. It will never be seen again, it has been forgiven and
forgotten by the only one who matters.
You see, God is merciful. Listen to what God told Moses on Mount Sinai.
This is found in Exodus 34:4‐7. …and he [Moses] rose early in the morning
and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in
his hand two tablets of stone. 5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed
before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
7 keeping

steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression

and sin…
There is a condition for receiving this unbelievable mercy. The Psalmist
points it out later in verse 13. The Lord shows compassion to those who
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fear him. Proverbs tells us that a fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom. When we have a right understand of God, when we live in awe of
God and his ultimate power, He is merciful. When we proclaim his glory
though faith in Christ, God’s mercy and compassion flood into our lives.
When we are one with him, we become his children. We become objects
of his mercy. Beware, because scripture makes it clear that this is not a
“universal” offer. It only applies to those who fear him, to those who
proclaim him as their absolute Lord and Savior. For those who deny Christ,
the final part of God’s declaration to Moses becomes true… as Exodus 34:7
ends this way, but [God] who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the
third and the fourth generation. God is merciful to his children. It is his
very nature. Woe to those who are in rebellion to God, to those who deny
the sacrifice of Jesus, the offer of freedom from sin is to those who
proclaim him Lord and Savior.
Grace
Now, as we moved from mercy to grace, let’s turn our bibles to Ephesians
1:6‐7. This is such a rich passage and in the first five verses, Paul tells us
that we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing and that God chose
us before the foundation of the earth that we should be holy and
blameless… adopted sons of God through Jesus Christ. Then he says this in
verses 6‐7, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
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forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace. God’s
grace is about redemption. God lavishes us with that grace, in all wisdom
and insight. God’s grace is stunning. It is awe inspiring.
Grace and mercy are closely related. Susan and I have a plaque in our
house that helps clarify the basic difference. It says, “Grace is receiving
what I do not deserve. Mercy is not receiving what I do deserve.” God’s
grace, his Charis, is described in Romans 5:15 as a free gift that was given
to us by Jesus Christ.
We often like to talk of “free grace”. Many times, we confuse that with the
idea of “free will”. But don’t confuse these. God is the only truly free
being in the universe. Out of his freedom to act, his authority, he has
chosen to freely give us the gift of grace. It is through grace, the free and
undeserved gift of God, that we are saved. In Ephesians 2:8 Paul says it
again, By grace, you are saved through faith. And this is not your doing; it
is the gift of God. We are saved by the gracious kindness of God. He
didn’t have to save us, but he did. He wasn’t compelled or required to act
on our behalf. Nothing can compel or require God to do anything. So, in
an act that escapes our ability to understand, while not required to do so,
God freely sent the second member of the Godhead to earth as a man,
born as baby, so he could grow up, live a perfect life and die in our place.
Grace is receiving what you do not deserve. Redemption is not what we
deserved. God’s goodness is not what we deserved. Yet, that is what we
got! Praise God!
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Tozer makes the case that God’s grace flows from his goodness, his bent
toward doing good toward us. He says that mercy is God’s goodness
confronting human guilt. While, grace is God’s goodness confronting
human evil and moral depravity. When justice confronts our depravity, it
demands condemnation. Yet, the goodness of God desires to bless us, to
do good toward us… even toward those who do not deserve it (all of us).
This is so important to understand. Don’t get the idea that God is
conflicted. Don’t think that part of him is pulled toward destroying us,
while another part is pulled toward demonstrating mercy and grace toward
us. God doesn’t have parts, he is one, he is unitary. Goodness, mercy,
grace, justice… these are not how God acts, these are who God is. These
are his very nature, these are all attributes of God and they are all true at
all times in equal measure. Challenging! Awe inspiring!
Imputed Sin – Imputed Righteousness
If we aren’t careful this can become an academic learning process. Some
interesting and important facts that we store away in our bank of
information. But that is not the desired outcome… we want to have our
awe of God reignited… and I think the best practical example of both God’s
mercy and his grace is the way he demonstrates his love for us through the
sacrifice of Christ. Specifically, we see both mercy and grace in how God
places the penalty of our sin on Christ and then places the righteousness of
Christ on us.
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This act of God is called imputation. It simply means to credit an action,
fact or quality to an individual based on the actions of another. One verse,
2 Corinthians 5:21, demonstrates for us how “imputation” is the primary
way that God has demonstrated his mercy and grace toward us. Listen
carefully.

21 For

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in

him we might become the righteousness of God.
For our sake God made Jesus to be sin. This is one of the most profound
statements in all of scripture. We often talk of “Jesus dying for our sin.”
But this verse shows us something very fundamental about how God
imputed our sin to Jesus. You see, Jesus didn’t become a sinner. He knew
no sin. God imputed our sin to Jesus’ account. The spotless, sinless lamb
became the sacrifice for all who deserved and have earned death. Jesus
became the sin of the world. This is where Mel Gibson missed it in the
“Passion of the Christ”. Yes, Jesus suffered horrible physical pain from the
beating and torture of the Roman soldiers. But that was simply the warm
up for what was to come. As Jesus hung on the cross God credited our sin,
our acts of rebellion, to Jesus. He then poured out His furious wrath
toward sin on Jesus. The wrath of God was unleashed on the sinless God‐
man who became sin. He did this because in His goodness, he desired to
show us mercy. It doesn’t get any worse than what Jesus experienced on
the cross. There are no human examples that can begin to describe the
horror of having God’s wrath poured out on you. That is ultimate,
awesome mercy… not receiving what you deserve.
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Now look at the last half of the verse. Here is where grace is on display.
…so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. God imputed
our sin to Christ and then He imputes Christ’s righteousness to us. He
counts us as perfect, holy, righteous followers of every single law of God.
White as snow, no record, no sin… simply righteousness. This is something
that cannot be overstated or said too strongly… God’s grace is
overwhelming. He suffered the horror of sin and death, so we would not
have to and then gives us the very thing we do not deserve... Christ’s right
standing with him. God saved us from himself, by sacrificing his one and
only son. Jesus took on the form of a man, for all eternity, because He
loves us so much and is inclined to good toward us. God gave us his own
righteousness to take the place of our sin. How can I adequately express
that? I can’t, but the Spirit can. He knows… he experienced it, he planned
it, he was there. It is awesome!
In Philippians 3:9‐11, Paul is explains all of this to the church in Corinth by
telling them, 9 …not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death
Well, there you have the clearest explanation that I can imagine of God’s
mercy and his grace. On one hand, God demonstrated his mercy and
imputed our sin to Christ’s account and poured out his wrath upon him.
He didn’t give us what we deserved, but gave it to Jesus in our place. On
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the other hand, God demonstrated his grace as he imputed Christ’s
perfection, his righteousness, to us. Pouring out his grace by giving us the
most perfect gift he could possibly give us. It is a gift we in no way
deserve. Tozer has it right I think. God’s goodness, his bent toward doing
good toward us is demonstrated in His mercy and His grace.
How else can we describe it… it is awesome!!
Shall we pray.
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Endnotes:
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