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This past week, Susan and I were privileged to be able to attend a Pastor’s Conference
in Minneapolis. It is a conference that we have attended in the past that is sponsored
by the ministry of John Piper and Bethlehem Seminary. It was an amazing time and I
am so grateful to the church for allowing us the time to go. This morning I want to tell
you that I come before you a changed man. God met Susan and I in Minneapolis is a
way that I could not possibly describe to you. But this morning I want you to know
something. I have returned to you as a man with great hope, a newfound depth of
faith and a fire in my heart. It is the fire of the Holy Spirit and for the Holy Spirit. Not
that I wasn’t saved before, not that I didn’t have the Spirit living and working in me,
not that I didn’t love Jesus or was somehow not committed to this ministry. That is
not what I am trying to say. What I want you to know is that God has once again met
with me and challenged me and revealed to me that there is more… way more.
I am not going to give you a conference report this morning. That is tempting
because It is burning in me. But what I want us to do this morning is something that
has been long overdue. I want us to learn together how to live our lives in utter awe
of God... His beauty, His wisdom, His holiness, His sovereign leading. I want us to
come together as never before in unity and community, based on our shared
experience of the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior. That is my heart this
morning and I simply pray that somehow I can communicate it clearly. Now before
you say, “Oh boy, why did we even let him go to that stupid conference? He evidently
had a great experience but now he is going to try and sell it to us and frankly, I
wasn’tthere and I don’t need to hear about it.” Well, you can relax, this is a message
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of hope about a life that many of us already have, but are struggling to live out in
fullness.
I come to you this morning as a man under compulsion. A compulsion driven by God
the father, His son Jesus Christ, and the glorious Holy Spirit to preach and teach the
word of God in such a way that the Holy Spirit will be so evident that you that you will
see and savor the glory of God, moment by moment, in your life. That is my goal this
morning. That is my goal next week. That will be my goal every time I walk up here
and preach the word. So, let’s pray together this morning as we come before God’s
holy and life changing word. This prayer comes from the Valley of Vision, a prayer
book of the Puritans.
Give me a deeper repentance, A horror of sin, A dread of its approach;
Help me chastely to flee it, and jealously to resolve that my heart will be yours alone.
Give me a deeper trust, that I may lose myself to find myself in you, the ground of my
rest, the spring of my being.
Give me a deeper knowledge of yourself as Savior, Master, Lord and King.
Give me deeper power in private prayer, more sweetness in the Word, more steadfast
grip on its truth.
Give me deeper holiness in speech, thought, action, and let me not seek moral virtue
apart from thee.
Plow deep in me, great Lord, heavenly husband man, that my being may be a tilled
field, the roots of grace spreading far and wide, until You alone are seen in me, your
beauty golden like summer harvest, your fruitfulness an autumn plenty.
I have no Master but you, no law but your will, no delight but yourself, no wealth but
what you give, no good but that you bless, no peace but what you bestow.
I am nothing but that I receive from you, I can be nothing but that grace adorns me.
Quarry me deep, dear Lord, and then fill me to overflowing with living water. AMEN
Would you bear with me this morning… I am not prone to tell stories, but this one has
a point… a very serious point. A little background. Have you ever had one of those
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weeks where everything seemed to go to seed, fall apart, come off the hinges… well
that was my week last week. Susan and I have been looking forward to going to
Minneapolis for several months. We were going to see our friends the Knights, spend
time together, enjoy the conference and just generally get away for some needed
rest. But Satan had other ideas. We were scheduled to leave Saturday at noon. In
the middle of the night on Thursday I woke up with the flu. Suffice it to say that I
have not been that sick for many years. I was flat on my back in bed until around 8
pm on Friday night. Susan and I were talking about staying home but decided to go
ahead and check in for the flight and pray that I would be well enough to go.
However, when I went to check in I found that somehow when I made the
reservation, in October, I had deleted Susan’s reservation. She had no ticket, just me.
The price of a flight on a one‐day notice is out of our league. So, here I am sicker than
a dog, disappointed and without any ability to even think. I told Susan it just was not
meant to be, we would have to stay home. Yet, something prompted me (do you
think it was the Holy Spirit?) to look at flights and see if there was any way to use the
accumulated frequent flyer miles in my Southwest account. Short story… there was a
seat available to purchase on every one of our flights, out and back. Same schedule,
no issues and I had enough miles to cover it all. God bless Southwest’s frequent flyer
program. So, I bought the ticket realizing that if we had to cancel I could get it
refunded to my account. Miracle #1.
Now comes the most amazing part of the story. At 8 pm., I had now been in bed for
16 hours, and I was so uncomfortable and hot with fever that I went out to turn down
the thermostat. As I stood at the control, my mind wouldn’t even let me figure out
how to manage it… as I stood there in a stupor, out of the blue I began to sweat like I
have never experienced before. It was like the Lord was flushing my body. Two
minutes later I was standing there in the hall, totally restored. I was no longer sick,
my fever was gone, my strength totally restored… I felt totally normal. I was healed.
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That was miracle #2. But the story doesn’t end there, because no sooner was I
healed, than Susan began to come down with the very same flu. Horrible stomach
ache, other issues that keep you close to the bathroom… all of it. That was it, the trip
was off. She would never recover in time to travel. So, we prayed for healing and the
ability to at least make the flight. About an hour later, Susan broke into the exact
same sweat… with the exact same result. She was healed fully. Miracle #3. We made
our flight and as a result, the Lord changed our lives. To God be all glory!
But there is another part to this story. A part that is much harder to discuss, a part
that gives me great pause… but it is something that must be discussed because the
hope and joy and vision of God’s glory that I want to make clear this morning is
dependent on you understanding something else. I went to Minneapolis as a broken,
tired and discouraged man. This church is six years old… today actually. Isn’t that
funny. I hadn’t realized that until I was writing this sermon. oneTreasure was birthed
six years ago to the day. In that six years, we have seen God do some amazing things
here. People have found eternal life, families have been encouraged, marriages
renewed, dear friends have gone home to glory… so many good things. But there has
also been a cloud over this congregation for these 6 years, and that cloud has
periodically rained out division and dissention. Not all the time, mostly in squalls and
isolated thunderstorms. Quiet for a while, then another outburst. That cloud is a
cloud of persistent sin known as gossip, slander and division. For some reason, Satan
gained a foothold in this church early on and this sin of gossip and slander continues
to create a disunity that discourages the development of deep, beautiful, fulfilling
Biblical community.
As I was leaving for Minneapolis, we were once again dealing with such a situation.
Heartbreaking, gut wrenching, painful and so dishonoring to the God who claims us as
His bride. As I pondered the future on the way to the conference, I wondered if the
time had come to step down, to pack it in… I was asking that question of the Lord, but
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I knew He had not yet released me nor given me any indication that this was His will.
But, maybe, if I’m honest with myself, it may have been my will. The heaviness, the
weariness, the seemingly unsolvable issue… it was just becoming more than I could
bear.
On Sunday morning we met the Knights at their church. It was a warm, heartfelt
welcome from them and their four children. We walked into the sanctuary where
hundreds of people were gathered, obviously very happy to be there, chatting and
hugging and enjoying one another. Suddenly, as the music began, the weight of six
years of struggle all poured out of me… all the struggle, all the pain, all the hurt
associated with the trials of ministry. I stood there sobbing, totally out of control as it
all flooded through me and out of me. And then, just like the sweats had indicated
my healing from the flu… it was over. God had spoken. He said,“Through all the pain,
all the disappointments, I have been there, guiding, guarding, leading… I have been
there all the time Craig. I am your loving God and I am the God of oneTreasure
Church. She is my bride, my elect, my dwelling place… and I will deal with her as I see
fit. You be faithful, you persevere, you find your joy in Me. I will build my church and
the gates of hell will not prevail against it. Let go of your hurts, cast them on me,
trust me… I care for you.” It was a moment I do not think I will ever forget… nor
should I forget. God was preparing me for what was to come, I was now ready to
hear.
This is what God sent me to Minneapolis to learn, this is what He wants me to bring
back to you… I must learn, you must learn to live life in a moment to moment
desperation for the leading of the Holy Spirit. I must live, you must live like a man
desperately seeking water in the middle of the blazing desert sun… that is how you
and I must learn to desire the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. God had taken
me all the way to Minneapolis to hear him speak. All the drama that preceded the
trip was simply preparation, so I would listen… God using Satan’s most desperate
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attempt to defeat me… to actually grant me victory. And now, I stand before you a
changed man. A desperate man. A joy filled man. A free man. That is my story… that
is the introduction to today’s message… a long introduction, but one that cannot be
skipped. You must know what is at stake for you. Your joy. Your peace. Your
eternity. It is that big. It is that important. It is that exciting. So, if you would, please
take your Bible and turn to Ephesians 2:19‐22. We need to take care of the warning,
before we can find our hope.
The Warning
This is a passage that has meant so much to me since we did our study in Ephesians…
listen to what Paul says through the leading of the Holy Spirit:
19

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the

saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Ephesians 4:1‐3, 28‐32. I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace… [therefore] 29 Let no corrupting talk come out
of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it
may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and
anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
We will be talking more about what it means to grieve the Holy Spirit, but suffice it to
say this morning that when we grieve the Spirit we cease to hear from God. The Holy
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Spirit is a person. He is not a force, he is not a power, he is not the essence of God,
He is God… a person, the third person of the trinity. He can be offended, he can be
lied to, he can be “grieved.” But when we walk in a manner worthy of our calling,
when we let no corrupting talk come out of our mouth, when we are humble, patient,
bearing with one another in love and when we are eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace… then we have no fear of grieving the Spirit. This is very
serious. Sam Storms said this, “So, how serious a sin is it to quench the Spirit? Far
more serious than we can imagine. This is the precious person who loves us, teaches
us, restrains us, leads us to Jesus, and keeps us united to Christ. To quench Him is
terrifying. It has immeasurable moral gravity.” You see, we are being joined together
by the Holy Spirit, intertwined with one another to form a dwelling place for God!
This little body of people here is God’s dwelling place, it is His beloved bride. Jesus
gave his life to build this church… we must protect it with our lives. Gossip, slander,
malice… these tear down the very dwelling place of God. It is a serious issue.
I want you to understand the gravity. There must be no misunderstanding here, you
must know what is at stake. Turn to Galatians 5:13‐21.
13

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and
devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say,
walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of
the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for
these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
18

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the

flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness,
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orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
We were called to freedom. Not freedom to do our will, but freedom to do the will of
God. Freedom to serve and love one another, without reserve. The whole law is
fulfilled in one simple statement: Love your neighbor as yourself. Give them your life
and find the joy of relationships. But, understand this. The desires of the flesh are
militantly opposed to the desires of the Spirit. If we are led by the Spirit, we will not
be judged by the law of God. But if we let the flesh guide us, we will find ourselves
involved in all kinds of sin… and look what is included in the list; jealousy, strife,
enmity, fits of anger, rivalries, dissentions, divisions. Church, this has been our history
for six years. We have had dissention and division that has split the unity of the
church. We have had fits of anger, outbursts of strife, rivalries, jealousy… all works of
the flesh. Now, I want to show you something that should make you really stop and
think. Look at the end of verse 21: . I warn you, as I warned you before, that those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. These are the words of God,
not the opinion of man. This is truth. This is not my opinion. I am not grinding an axe
here. This is the sovereign, all powerful, mighty God of all creation speaking directly
to each and every one of us. If you live this way, if you continue to do these things
and do not repent, you WILL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. Is that clear? This
passage says that you will go to hell and be judged with the unbelievers for all
eternity. Now do you see what is at stake? This is so much bigger than we realize. It
is about putting ourselves in opposition to God, standing in his path of destruction
and challenging Him to do something about it. I tell you this. If you do this, if this
church does this and doesn’t change its ways, the God of all creation with grind us
into dust. in a I know this raises many questions… but I am not going to address those
questions this morning and here is why, I want the gravity of this passage to sink in
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and settle on you. Then, I want to say that there is a very simple way to never, ever
have to worry about this warning and its implications… just don’t do it. When you are
tempted to bite and devour, confess your sin and ask for forgiveness. Love your
neighbor, fight the tendency to gossip, slander and divide.
The Hope
So, I started by saying that you must know what is at stake for you as we learn to be
desperate for God. Your joy. Your peace. Your eternity. It is that big. It is that
important. It is that exciting. That is what I said because that is what scripture says.
These warning passages are simply passageways to joy! Do you see that? The
warnings, if we listen to them and avoid the things that quench the Spirit, will guide
us right into the arms of King Jesus, through the power and guidance of the Holy
Spirit.
The chief end of man, the reason we exist on this earth is to glorify God and to enjoy
him forever and ever and ever. To have “joy” in him forever. God designed us for joy,
ultimate happiness. Romans 11:36 says, For from him and through him and to him
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. Psalm 73:25‐28 says, 25 Whom have I in
heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 26My flesh
and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
27

For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you put an end to everyone who

is unfaithful to you. 28 But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord God
my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.
Here is what the Psalmist knew and what we struggle to understand. It is in the
pursuit of a life that brings glory to God that we find our ultimate joy. Let me say that
again. It is in the pursuit of a life that brings glory to God that we find our ultimate
joy. OK, one more time in a little different way. Listen carefully, because sometime
this seems wrong to us… If you desire to be a happy, joy‐filled person; if your greatest
desire in life to be a satisfied, worry free, happy person at all times… the way to
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achieve that desire is to live a life that radically and without restraint, pursues the
presence of God in your life by living obediently to the commands of Christ. If you will
live that way, the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life will be so evident, so real, so all‐
satisfying that you will not ever want to live another way again. John Piper calls this
“Christian Hedonism.”
Understand something. To a great extent, we have traded the truth of God’s word for
a form of outward piety that is robbing us of our joy. Here is what I mean. This term
“hedonism” can have a very negative connotation, and rightly so. In a worldly sense, it
is the serving of our base appetites to seek self‐gratification at the expense of others.
Yet, hedonism is literally defined as an “ethic that pleasure (in the sense of
satisfaction of desires) is the highest good and proper aim of human life.” That is a
definition that is both right and Biblical. We were designed, we were created, we are
given life… to be lived as hedonists. People who pursue our pleasure, the satisfaction
of our desires, in the person of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This definition of
“hedonism” is embedded in the idea of “enjoying God forever.”
Conclusion
So, let me bring this full circle. I want you to hear this clearly. Our joy is found in a
radical, all‐consuming pursuit of Jesus Christ. When we pursue that kind of life, we
bring great glory to God and we find our joy, our peace, our total satisfaction. This is
the over‐arching framework of the Christian life. That is what God once again, in His
magnificent grace and mercy, showed me last week in Minneapolis. He is my hope.
He is my deliverer. He is my joy. He is my peace. He is my comfort. And he has given
me a very wise and powerful counselor, the Holy Spirit, to guide and guard me. The
warning passages of scripture, such as the ones we looked at this morning, are
designed to give us pause, to make us think. Do we want to live in a way that is in
direct opposition to the most powerful being in the universe? He says this clearly, if
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you live this way, you will not inherit the kingdom of God. I pray that would not be
true of one single person in this room. Decide today to live your life in a way that
opens our hearts to the active, life giving, all satisfying work of the Holy Spirit. That is
the challenge before us this morning.
The pattern of gossip, malice and slander that has marked our history as a church
ends today. As a people, we must run to the cross, confess our sin and repent. God
has promised that he will forgive and restore those who come to him in repentance.
When we decide to be obedient to all that Jesus taught us, we will find God’s perfect
joy, it is an indescribable happiness. Our friendships will deepen and our sense of
mission will clarify. That is God’s word to us this morning. How will you respond?
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