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We are going to finish Acts this morning. It seems almost impossible! We
started our Acts series almost one year ago. Now here we are at the final
destination, at least for Paul. We are arriving in Rome today.
[put up slide]
Remember the last time we looked at Acts… Paul’s ship had tried to make
a winter run from Crete to Italy. The ship was blown off course and drifted
through the Mediterranean Sea for two long weeks. Finally, they came to
an island where they ran the ship aground on a reef just offshore. This was
after the Lord had revealed to Paul that no one would die if they stayed
with the ship. The Lord was true to His word and all 276 persons on board
the ship were saved.
That is where we pick up the story in Acts 28, the final chapter of the book.
So, turn with me to Acts 28 and we will begin in verse 1. This story is in
three parts and I am going to focus primarily on the last two, so let’s read
the first 10 verses.
Winter on Malta
After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island
was called Malta. 2 The native people showed us unusual kindness, for

1|P a g e

they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and
was cold. 3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on
the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand.
4 When

the native people saw the creature hanging from his hand, they

said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has
escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, however,
shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They were
waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But when they
had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they
changed their minds and said that he was a god. 7 Now in the
neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the
island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for
three days. 8 It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and
dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on
him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, the rest of the people
on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. 10 They also
honored us greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put on board
whatever we needed.
I just want to point out a few things in this part of the chapter. The ship
had run into the island of Malta. If you look at the map you will see that it
is just south of Sicily, which is an island off the southern coast of Italy.
They had blown off course, but not so far that they were lost… and look at
the size of the island. What are the chances that in a horrible storm they
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would end up at such a small little speck, and even more amazingly arrive
in one of the places on the island that had an inlet. Once again, we see the
providence and graciousness of God in all things, even shipwrecks. The
native people of the island, it was a Roman colony, were amazingly friendly
to the party and they took them in, dried them off and built a fire. Paul
himself had gathered a bundle of sticks and when he put them on the fire,
a poisonous snake came out of the heat and fastened itself on Paul’s hand.
Now Luke doesn’t say that Paul was bitten, but is says that the snake was
“attached” to his hand. It likely bit him. Immediately, the people said, “no
doubt this man is a murderer.” Why would they say that? Luke is letting
us know that these people were pagans and held to traditional
mythological beliefs. Do you see how the word “Justice” is capitalized?
That isn’t a misprint, it is because the reference here is to a Greek goddess,
Dike’, the goddess of justice. The people assumed that Paul had escaped
the shipwreck but was destined to die because justice was exercising her
judgment on him. When Paul simply shook off the snake into the fire,
whether he was bitten or not… it was a sign to the people that Paul had
great power. God used this simple encounter to open their minds and
hearts to the message that was to come. Now the people declared him a
god… equally wrong but helpful as Paul would deliver the gospel.
Next, we see God’s plan unfold further as the gospel comes to Malta.
Publius, the senior Roman official on the island took Paul and his party into
his home for three days. Publius’ father was sick with fever and dysentery.
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Paul, using his gift of healing, laid hands on him and prayed for healing.
The Lord graciously healed Publius’ father. Following that healing, the
people of the island began to come, and look at verse 9… they were
healed! God is on the move. One thing of interest here, when Paul healed
Publius, Luke uses a Greek verb that makes it clear that the healing was
supernatural. When the rest of the people are healed, Luke uses a
different verb that implies that they used “therapy”. In other words, it is
very possible that Paul and Dr. Luke teamed up to treat the rest of the
islanders, who were in great need of medical care. I find this passage very
encouraging when I sometimes wonder about sending out medical teams,
like the trip that Tim and Leslie are on right now. It is clear in this passage
that God is using medical intervention as a means to awaken the people’s
need for a greater Healer… a savior that can do far more than simply heal
their bodies. Luke doesn’t record who believed or how many, but can you
imagine a scene like this without many conversions? We see in verse 10
that the people honored them greatly and gave them everything they
would need for the remainder of their trip when they set sail.
The Trip to Rome
Now look at verse 11 and let’s read on through verse 16. This is the final
leg of the journey to Rome.
11 After

three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island,

a ship of Alexandria, with the twin gods as a figurehead. 12 Putting in at
Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from there we made a
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circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang
up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found brothers
and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to
Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far
as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them,
Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 And when we came into Rome,
Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him.
Once again, Luke gives us incredible detail. He clearly knew that many
would dispute the stories in his letter, so he gives us as much detail as
possible to corroborate the story. He now tells us that they stayed on
Malta for three months and then set sail. Favorable southerly winds begin
to blow in that part of the Mediterranean in early February. So, Paul and
his party had likely spent November, December and January on Malta.
Now they set out on a ship with twins as figureheads on the bow of the
ship. These are the Greek gods Castor and Pollux, sons of Zeus and the
gods of navigation in the Greek pantheon.
They sailed north along Sicily to Syracuse and then to Rhegium, their first
port in Italy. Then, they sailed all the way up to Puteoli in one day, that
isn’t on the map, but it is the port where the line hits the mainland. They
stayed there seven days. Clearly, word of their arrival had spread fast and
some brothers from the church in Rome had come to meet them. The first
group met them at the Forum of Appius, for which the Appian Way is
named. This road is a straight shot into Rome, about 40‐50 miles. They
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were obviously excited to see Paul. Remember, they were very familiar
with Paul’s writings. He had written them a very dense and detailed letter
a number of years previously, just as he was heading back to Jerusalem on
his third missionary trip. We still have that letter, it is our book of Romans.
These Roman brothers and leaders were no doubt curious and excited to
see and meet Paul in person. What would you do… what if you heard that
Paul was in Corvallis and was headed to Salem? Would you head out to try
and meet him? Would you want to walk back with him… sharing his
company, hearing his stories, asking him your difficult questions? I would.
And Paul was so encouraged by them. Look at verse 15. On seeing them,
Paul thanked God and took courage. The church in Rome was healthy and
on the move. Their leaders had come to see him on his way in. This had
been on Paul’s heart for many, many years. Now, it was coming to pass.
Maybe he hadn’t originally thought he would be in chains, but he was
there and that was so encouraging. And finally, in verse 16, Luke tells us
that Paul arrived in Rome and was allowed to rent a private home and live
there under guard by himself. No prison, no confinement… only a 24 hour
guard. What a job! Shackled to the most effective, fervent and intense
evangelist to ever live on the face of the earth. Wow.
Ministry in Rome
That brings us to the final section of the final chapter of Acts. Look at verse
17 to the end of the book:
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17 After

three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and

when they had gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done
nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
18 When

they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because

there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But because the
Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no
charge to bring against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I have
asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because of the hope of
Israel that I am wearing this chain.” 21 And they said to him, “We have
received no letters from Judea about you, and none of the brothers
coming here has reported or spoken any evil about you. 22 But we desire
to hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this sect we
know that everywhere it is spoken against.”
23 When

they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his

lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to
them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about
Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some
were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And
disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one
statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through
Isaiah the prophet: 26 “ ‘Go to this people, and say, “You will indeed hear
but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 27For
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this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely
hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should see with their eyes
and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I
would heal them.’ 28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation
of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”
30 He

lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all

who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.
Paul didn’t waste any time once he arrived in Rome. We have seen this
pattern throughout Acts, he first goes to the Jews. Well, he sends for the
Jews in this case, because he is under house arrest and can’t go to the
temple. So, he calls together the leaders of the Jews in Rome. It is a very
interesting conversation. Paul starts out by telling them clearly that he
didn’t do anything against the Jewish people or the customs of the Jewish
faith… yet, as an innocent man, he was handed over to the Roman
authorities. The Romans had wished to let him go, but when the Jewish
leaders from Jerusalem objected, Paul had been compelled to appeal to
Caesar. That is why he is in Rome, that is why he is in chains. An innocent
man, accused of a capital crime he didn’t commit. Paul is making it clear
that he is on trial for his life because of what he is teaching, not because he
has committed any crime against Israel or Rome.
But in verse 21, the leaders say something that is very unusual and I think
Luke records it because it may have caught Paul by surprise. The leaders
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tell Paul that they haven’t heard a thing about him, nor have they received
any warnings or accusations against him. Paul’s slate is clean in Rome. But
they are interested in hearing what he has to say because they have heard
from people spread out all over the map that this sect Paul represents is a
bad thing. So, Paul, tell us what you believe, and we will judge whether
your message is acceptable or not. So, in verse 23, they set a date for the
Jewish leaders to come and hear what he has to say. Imagine… imagine if
the leaders of Salem or the elected leadership of the state of Oregon came
to us and said, “we will come on Tuesday and hear what you have to say
about Jesus.” And, from morning until evening they just kept coming, hour
after hour. Listening. Asking questions. Disputing. Arguing. Repenting.
Believing. Denying. Praying. That is the picture. The Jewish leaders of the
city and around the region came to question and listen to Paul. He used
the writings of Moses, the first five books of our Bible, he used the
prophets… Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, Amos, Job… you can only imagine Paul
walking them through the story of Abraham from a redemptive
perspective, the promise to David of a King to sit on the eternal throne
from the context of Jesus. It must have been some kind of conversation. It
lasted all day, and some listened and believed; convinced that Jesus is the
messiah, the long‐awaited savior. Some denied; convinced that Jesus was
simply another in a long line of false prophets, a false messiah. Many were
not convinced, they simply did not believe. Just like today. Confronted
with strong theological arguments and amazing personal stories, these
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men were hard hearted. They were determined to be the captain of their
ship and to hold to what they already believed.
Then, the day ended abruptly. Look at verse 25. Disagreeing with one
another, they departed after Paul made one final statement… it was a
statement that truly killed the party. Have you ever done that? Said
something that just blew up a conversation? Usually when we do that it is
out of frustration or anger. But in Paul’s case, it was something he spoke
from scripture, the scripture these men claimed to love. Paul said
something to these religious legalists and false leaders that was straight
from God. It was the words of God spoken to their counterparts over 600
years earlier, words spoken by the prophet Isaiah. Look at the end of verse
25 through the end of verse 28.
“You will hear, but never understand. You will see but never perceive. Your
hearts are dull. Your ears barely hear. Your eyes are closed.” Wow. The
steam must have been building. These leaders knew this passage and they
were not going to let Paul apply it to them. But he wasn’t done yet. He
continues in verse 27 by telling them how he knows this is true… “lest you
should see with your eyes and hear with your ears and understand with
your heart and turn and be healed by the Lord.” This is how Paul knew
they were deaf and blind. This is how he knew their hearts were dull and
unresponsive. Because if that was not true, they would have responded to
the word of God and turned to the Lord for salvation. Any heart that is
open and fertile and alive will respond. Any ears that hear the truth of
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God’s word will respond. Any eyes that are open and bright and seeing will
jump for joy at the sight of God’s truth. Paul knew their hearts were hard
and unresponsive to the gospel by their reactions of doubt and argument
and denial. Have you ever had this experience? You talk and talk. You
plead and pray. You use every argument and scripture you can remember
or think of… yet, there is absolutely no response. Or, the individual you are
talking to simply fails to understand what you are clearly saying, choosing
instead to continue in sin even though they claim to honor and believe
scripture? It is so frustrating and confusing. You can see it so clearly. But
they cannot. Why? Deaf ears that barely work, closed eyes that cannot
see and dull hearts that do not perceive. It is spiritual deadness and
hardness of heart. It happens all the time and it is very difficult, especially
when it is someone you love and care about… a family member, a close
friend, a loved one. Yet, scripture is clear. Unless God opens your eyes,
causes you to hear and makes your hearts alive… you will not and cannot
respond. That was the situation Paul was facing.
So, he delivers the party killer. Paul concludes his final act of teaching
recorded in the book of Acts by saying, “Since you are dead and
unresponsive, let it be known that this salvation has been sent to the
Gentiles… they will listen. Their hearts are open. God is at work in the
Gentiles hearts but evidently not in yours.” Party over… the Jews go home.
Now, this is all God’s purpose, as well as God’s judgment. The Jews had
denied and continue to deny to this day, that Jesus is the fulfillment of
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God’s promise to Abraham, the promise that a savior would rise from him
to bless all peoples. They refuse to recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of His
promise to David, the promise to send a King that would sit on the eternal
throne of David and rule for all time in glory. And they refuse to recognize
Jesus as the fulfillment of his promise to Jeremiah, the promise that he
would enter into a new covenant with us and write it on our hearts, a new
covenant that was sealed with the blood of Christ and the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. Hard hearts repel the Holy Spirit. Blind eyes do not see the
Holy Spirit. Deaf ears do not hear the Holy Spirit. And now, the gospel
would go to those who would listen.
Here the book of Acts concludes. Paul lived in Rome, under house arrest,
for two years. Welcoming all who would come into his home, all who
would listen to the good news of the gospel without hindrance. How
amazing is that. A prisoner unrestrained! And what an interesting way to
end the book… with a continuation clause. No real ending, just a stopping
point in the story. Isn’t that so appropriate? When we started Acts last
year we learned something… the book Acts is the story of Jesus' ministry
from heaven, exercised through the Holy Spirit and by his apostles. Well,
Jesus isn’t done yet, so the Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit isn’t finished
either! Chapter 28 may be the final chapter in Luke’s letter to Theophilus,
but it is just the introduction to the overall story. New chapters of the
book of Acts have been written daily for the past 2,000 years. They are
being written today, by all of us. Jesus is at work in this world, redeeming a
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lost world to himself. Paul understood this, and he didn’t waste any time.
He knew his time was short and the mission great. There was no time to
lose, no time to waste, no time to sit in idle. As we finish Acts, I pray that
we as a church will catch this vision. That we will become a people who
are desperate for Jesus, desperate for the power of the Holy Spirit moment
by moment in our daily lives. That we would live each day, knowing that
the story of Acts continues in each of our lives. What chapters will the Lord
write with your life?
Let’s pray.
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Endnotes:
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