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We enter into the Advent season this week. November is gone… and this
year is nearly gone. Yet, this week we begin to focus on one of the most
significant and life changing events in the history of all creation, the birth
of Jesus Christ. Just an aside… have you ever wondered why it is called
“Advent”? I did. It is one of those words that you know, at least you know
how to use it, but you don’t really know what it means. What is the
definition and why do we call this season “Advent”? Well, here is the
inside scoop so you can amaze your friends and co‐workers. Advent is an
English transliteration of the Latin word, Adventus. This is the Latin
translation of the Greek word Parousia, which means “arrival” or
“presence”. In the New Testament it most often refers to the future arrival
and presence of Jesus Christ at his second coming. So, Advent is the four
week period prior to Christmas day when we anticipate the arrival of the
Christ child. So now you know… Advent is a period of waiting for the
appearance of Jesus. When you think about it, our entire life is lived in
Advent… as we anticipate the arrival and presence of Jesus Christ at his
second coming! Take that one to your next Christmas party.
For the next four weeks, I want us to take a deeper look at the meaning of
Jesus’ birth. This week we see the joy that the revelation of his salvation
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brings to the world. Next week we will contemplate the deep sorrow of
this life and see that sorrow is not the opposite of joy, but its companion in
this world and so closely related to the coming of Christ. After that we will
look at light overcoming darkness and the fear of death. And finally, on
Christmas eve morning, we will celebrate the miracle of re‐birth, how in
the birth and death of Christ we find life and eternal hope. I am looking
forward to this Advent season… with great anticipation and a building hope
in the promises of God. So, let’s start in an unusual place, not a place you
would normally think of as a Christmas passage. Turn to Genesis 1:1.
In the Beginning
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said,
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness.
God chose these verses to be his introduction, his initial explanation of
who he is, to the world he created. It is here in these first verses of the
Bible that we learn that all of creation, everything that is in existence, was
created by God. He doesn’t choose to reveal the meaning of the “face of
the deep” or the “face of the waters” or how it was that he spoke and
things appeared… rather God chooses to reveal to us in these verses that
he is the creator and that all that exists was put in place, as he simply
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spoke it into existence. Later, in the book of John, we get to learn more
about that creation process. In fact, we are told that Jesus created all that
has been created. That is what it says in John 1:3 ‐ all things were made
through him and without him was not any thing made that was made. So,
when we read in Genesis 1 about the beginnings of creation, we see that
God created the heavens and the earth. And, when God said "Let there be
light,” it was Jesus who spoke it into being. Stop and think here. This is
deep, imponderable truth.
Now let’s go to the next imponderable truth. When we consider the
created world that we live in and the universe within which our world
hangs, we also begin to see that we are less than a tiny gnat, in fact we are
microscopic, within the overall scope of creation. We live on one tiny little
insignificant planet that we call earth; which circles a small insignificant
dwarf star that we call the sun; which is part of a very small, insignificant
galaxy called the Milky Way; which is part of a cluster of galaxies known as
the Virgo Supercluster. If we could get a few million light years away from
earth and then turn around and look back, we wouldn't even be able to see
the Virgo supercluster, let alone the Milky Way, or the earth… it would all
be lost in the background noise of the vastness of the observable universe.
You see the universe that Jesus created at the beginning of time is still
expanding at a very rapid pace. Imagine, now this is just my imagination,
but imagine that when it says God separated the light from the darkness,
just imagine Jesus hurling the universes he had created out into the utter
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emptiness of space… and they are still hurling outward. Because our
understanding of the universe is growing, scientists now know that the
universe is still rapidly expanding. This was so unexpected, and in fact, this
knowledge has totally upended the “Big Bang” theory of creation… it is
now proven to be wrong. But that is for another day. And get this, just last
year, up until the end of 2016, scientists firmly believed that there were
100 ‐ 200 billion (that's billion with a B) galaxies in the visible universe.
They use the term "visible universe" because they don't know if it just
keeps going or has an end… we can only see so far out. But, I said that our
knowledge keeps expanding. Well, last January a team of international
astronomers, working under the supervision and funding of the Royal
Astronomical Society, published a paper that states they now believe that
there are at least 10 trillion galaxies in the universe and maybe more…
maybe a lot more. We live in one little teeny galaxy… and there are 10
trillion more out there. It is a concept we can’t really wrap our heads
around. But let me try to help you.
Here are two examples to try and help you put this in perspective. Our
galaxy, the Milky Way, is 100,000 light years across. That means it would
take you 100,000 years traveling at the speed of light to cross our galaxy…
a relatively puny galaxy at that. So, an electron of light can circle the earth
three times every second… so, in 100,00 years how far do you think it can
go? A long way. And that is just to go from one side of our little galaxy to
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visit our nearest neighbor… that neighbor is galaxy number 2 in a list of 10
trillion, and it took you 100,000 years to get there. Starting to feel tiny?
OK, too big to imagine? Try this one. We will stay closer to home. Take a
penny and hold it up… This is our sun, to scale. Now, in relative terms if
you wanted to understand how big our galaxy is, imagine you wanted to
travel to the next closest star in the galaxy, Alpha Centauri. Alpha Centauri
is located in Boise, Idaho, 350 miles away. And that is the nearest star in
the Milky Way galaxy, that contains between 100 and 400 billion stars.
And that galaxy is only one of 10 trillion galaxies. Are you starting to get a
feel for the scale of the visible universe? Our minds can’t comprehend.
So, why is that important to us this morning? Why would that be of
interest in a message focused on Advent and specifically a message
focused on the joy we find in God's revelation of his salvation for mankind?
There is a simple answer. Because when we consider the magnitude of
creation, we realize we are nothing. Louie Giglio calls the earth a "mote of
dust floating in the sunlight of creation." God said, let there be light and it
all came into being. He spoke it into existence. Jesus spoke it into
existence. Who is man that God should take notice?
Now, are you starting to catch on to where I am going? In Psalm 98, the
psalm on which Isaac Watts based his hymn “Joy to the World”, we are
told to sing to the Lord a new song, to make a joyful noise because God has
done marvelous things. The Psalmist says, God has taken his holy right
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hand of power and worked salvation. And now, in the birth of Jesus, God
has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. He is now
visible, in human form. The very creator of the universe, the one who has
the power to speak matter into existence, the one who has the power to
create an ever‐expanding universe that is so vast we cannot even
comprehend it… this God, this Jesus, has come in human form as a
delicate, totally dependent newborn child. He is so powerful that he can
speak an unimaginably large and complex universe into being… yet, he
humbled himself and took the form of a man. Emptying himself and
becoming one of us… one of the insignificant microbes, traveling through
space on a mote of dust caught in the rays of the sun. That is the
background to our main passage this morning, which is found in Psalm 98.
Isaac Watts must have understood this when he wrote Joy to the World,
first published in 1719.
The Joy of all Creation
So, let’s turn to Psalm 98 and see what all this joy is about! Why during
Advent do we sing, Joy to the World? Here is why… look at verse 1.
1 Oh

sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His

right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2 The Lord has
made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight
of the nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to
the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
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our God. 4Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into
joyous song and sing praises! 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with
the lyre and the sound of melody! 6 With trumpets and the sound of the
horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 7 Let the sea roar, and
all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! 8 Let the rivers clap
their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9 before the Lord, for he
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
V.1 ‐‐ What do we do when we are filled with joy? We sing!! We make
noise to express our joy and excitement. This is what the Psalmist is saying
in verse 1. Sing a new song for a new work of God. Then look at the end of
the verse. What does it mean that God has worked salvation for him?
Salvation here carries the idea of deliverance and victory. God’s great
power has worked deliverance for him… not deliverance in the sense that
God needed to be delivered, but a deliverance that is explained in verse 2.
It is his deliverance, delivered to us through His victory over sin… that is
what we are to sing about!
James Boice points out that in the New Testament, scripture speaks of
three kinds of deliverance:
1.) Deliverance from sin. We talk about this frequently, but it never
hurts to mention it again. In our flesh, we are sinners. Gripped and
enslaved by sin, we are incapable of choosing righteousness and

7|P a g e

therefore are estranged and separated from God. Jesus came to
deliver us from this slavery to sin and set us free. Those who Jesus
sets free are free indeed, no longer slaves to sin but slaves to Christ.
2.) Deliverance from death. Dying and death are right at the top of our
greatest fears. Death is a serious enemy. Jesus came, died for our
sin and rose again on the third day so that we can declare, “Death
has been swallowed up in victory.” (1 Cor. 15:54) This is the salvation
that the Psalmist is declaring. It is a total victory over the fear of
death, based on the promise of God to deliver us. it is a rich and
glorious victory.
3.) Deliverance from Satan. Listen, Satan is the ruler of this world. Now,
when we put that in perspective, in light of what Satan got as his
world to rule over, compared to the total universe… well, it seems
that he isn’t as big a deal as maybe he thinks. He is the ruler of a
dust mote in the universe of the infinite. But, that said, he is a real
and serious problem for us. Satan is real. He is the father of lies, the
king of sin. He spews death and destruction. But, we have been
delivered from his control in the salvation of Jesus. In James 4:7 we
read, Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.
So, sing to the Lord a new song. Sing it with all your might. The Lord
has done a marvelous thing!
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V.2 – In the light of all that, verse 2 becomes pure thunder… This great
deliverance has now been revealed! It is no longer behind a veil. It is a
revelation of such great magnitude that is not describable nor is it fully
comprehendible. God has make known his salvation. This is what
happened on that first Christmas morning. The salvation of God was
revealed, God became flesh and dwelt among us, fulfilling the promise that
“He will be our God and we will be his people, and he will dwell among us.”
The righteousness of God has been revealed in this child, a perfect image
of the Father. Know Jesus, know the Father. Have Jesus' righteousness,
have God's righteousness. God has made himself known. God has become
approachable, knowable, personal. God has revealed his righteousness in
the sight of all the nations… for all to know, for all to worship.
V.3 – And, you can trust this revealed God… The promise of God, made and
secured by his steadfast, unwavering love and faithfulness has been
fulfilled. The blessing to all nations that was promised to Abraham has
been delivered… literally delivered that first Christmas morning in the
humble surroundings of a manger, a dwelling for animals. The promise
made two thousand years prior was proven true in the birth of Jesus. The
God who created all things when he spoke them into being, has now
fulfilled the promise he spoke to Abraham. Unto us is born a savior, Christ
the Lord.
V.4 – So, what are we supposed to do we do with all of this? It is
thunderous. It is beyond our capacity to experience. It is truth that
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demands a reaction. So, the Psalmist repeats his opening appeal… come
on everyone, this so good, get excited, make a joyful noise!! Blow out with
joy… Make Saturdays at Autzen Stadium seem tame and quiet and serene.
Lose your voice for joy. Shout and scream at the top of your lungs!!! The
promised messiah is born, He has come to save us!!! This is ultimate good
news.
V.5‐6 – Then, he continues, as if he considers the celebration and realizes
that voices alone aren't enough! Let’s make a really joyful noise with the
help of the lyre, the trumpets… the sound of the horn. Strike up the band,
get out the instruments, sing to the top of your lungs… make a joyful noise
because the King, the Lord of all creation, he has done it, has revealed his
salvation! The King is the audience, not the people of earth. Don’t be
inhibited. You are singing and playing and dancing before the King. This is
a celebration in His honor. Come before his throne with gladness and joy
and praise and a huge marching band… that is what this is saying!
V.7‐8 – And, if that isn’t enough… and it’s not, then let the creation
celebrate as well. Let the sea roar and all the creatures of the sea shout
out! Let the whales, the fish, squid, the sharks, the anemones, clams, and
all the krill cut loose with celebration. Let the waves roar with approval
and gladness, let the waves hold themselves high in honor of their creator.
Let the created world and the planets and stars sing out, along with all of
those who dwell in it. Let the rivers clap their hands and let the hills sing a
song of joy! What a picture!! The rocks and trees and hills and streams…
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the ocean waves and all the creatures on earth, both in the sea and on the
land, singing a great song of celebration along with all of us… The great and
loving and majestic God of all creation has revealed his salvation!! We
have been delivered!! His salvation has been revealed. The promised and
long awaited Christ has come.
V.9 – In the final verse, the Psalmist goes to a place that is unexpected.
This is a song of joy and yet, we end the song “before the Lord.” Yes, He is
our audience. He has revealed his salvation for man and all creation. Now
the Psalmist reminds us that he is also coming to judge. He is a perfectly
fair judge. He will judge in righteousness and all the people of the earth
will be treated with equity… We will all be judged with truth, and justice, in
equality, and fairly since we will all be held to the same standard. He is a
fair and just judge. His salvation has been revealed. He has delivered us
who believe from sin, death and Satan. We have so much to celebrate.
But we can never ever forget… this gracious God is also our judge. in the
end, we will stand before him, either as believers who have been
redeemed or as deniers who are rightly destined for eternal damnation.
Conclusion
So, this is Advent. The time prior to Christmas when we anticipate the
arrival of Jesus. It is a joyful time. It is a time of celebration and
excitement. Not because of the gifts, not even because of the family
gatherings or vacation from school or work. It is a time to consider and
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anticipate the arrival of Jesus. He is our Lord. He has existed for all time.
There has never been a time when he did not exist. Try to fathom that! He
created the universe by speaking a word… and 10 trillion galaxies came
into being. He created life and all that exists in this world. And being fully
God with unlimited power, he humbled himself and became a man. Taking
on human form for all of eternity. He was born in a feed trough in a barn
in Bethlehem to an unmarried virgin girl from the poor town of Nazareth.
The angels came to announce his arrival, but to a group of simple, poor
shepherds who were out in the fields tending their flocks. This Jesus took
the sin of the world on his shoulders, allowed himself to be hung on a
cross, and died for you and me. Imagine if you can.
Now, we prepare to join the Psalmist in proclaiming, Joy to the World! Our
great God has revealed his salvation and all the world has seen. Make a
joyful noise, sing a new song for the Lord has done a marvelous thing!
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Endnotes:
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