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30 But

on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being

accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the chief priests
and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before
them.
1And

looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my

life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” 2 And the high priest
Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth.
3 Then

Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed

wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary
to the law you order me to be struck?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Would
you revile God’s high priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers,
that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a
ruler of your people.’ ”
6 Now

when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of
Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead
that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.
8 For

the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit,

but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a great clamor arose, and
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some of the scribes of the Pharisees’ party stood up and contended
sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel
spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune,
afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the
soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and
bring him into the barracks.
11 The

following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for

as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must
testify also in Rome.”

What do you hope for? Have you thought about it much? What is on the
top of your “hoped for” list? How would you even define “hope” in your
life? What do you think? (get some feedback here)
Can I make a bold, and somewhat presumptive statement? Here is what I
believe: What you hope for shapes and guides your life. Let me repeat that.
What you hope for shapes and guides your life… all of your life. Your hope
colors everything you think and do. Do you believe that? Am I right?
What do you think? If that is correct, and I strongly believe it is, then we
should pay very close attention to what we hope for in this life.
The Bible in general and our passage this morning speak very directly to
this issue. The apostle Paul is under arrest. The Roman tribune had his
soldiers drag Paul out of the assembly so they wouldn’t beat him to death
and then allowed him to speak to the congregation. But, when Paul told
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them he was appointed by God to reach out to the Gentiles, the crowd
went crazy and the soldiers had to get Paul into the Roman barracks for
questioning. Now, in Chapter 23, the tribune is attempting to clear up his
own confusion and likely trying to resolve the case by taking Paul to a
meeting with the Jewish Council. This council is made up predominantly of
Sadducees, but about a third were Pharisees. In basic terms, the Sadducees
were the political elites. Wealthy, well connected to Rome and religious in
a liberal elitist sense, if you know what I mean. For them, the Mosaic law
was great when it didn’t get in the way of what they wanted to do. The
Pharisees however were the Jewish scholars and law keepers. They were
zealous for the law to the point of extreme legalism. They were moralists
who went to great extremes to show how pious and religious they were.
These two groups distrusted and even hated one another. Yet, they had to
work together on the ruling council which was authorized and delegated
authority by the Roman government. So take note… Pharisees believe in
physical resurrection, Sadducees do not. Paul was a Pharisee and he
understood how to exploit the differences between the two groups. That
is the background. [Read the passage here]
On Trial for Hope
This morning I want to focus our attention on verse 6. It says, It is with
respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.
Paul is speaking to the ruling council of Israel and the high priest. He
started his speech by telling them he has lived his life before God with a
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good conscience. That really set off the high priest, who was a corrupt and
horrible individual. He had been appointed by Agrippa II and would serve
12 years as high priest. His own people would eventually kill him when the
Jews rebelled against Roman rule in AD 66. This high priest was a priest in
name only, he was really a political figure who had come to power in a
political manner. Now, in verse 6, Paul says something that had two
meanings, one pretty obvious that Luke points out and the other much
more subtle but much more important to us today.
The first meaning here is simple. Paul says, “I’m on trial for believing in a
literal resurrection.” Implied here is the fact that he claimed to follow a
man who had been resurrected. Paul was trying to incite the Council and it
worked perfectly. That one statement started a riot in the council, a riot so
violent that the tribune had to take Paul out by force. But there is
something more here than just a tactic to cause confusion. A deeper look
will show us that Paul is saying something far more profound, something
this is central to the gospel.
Paul could have said, “I believe Jesus was raised from the dead and that
resurrection is possible.” That would have been enough to set off the
controversy. Instead, he said, “I am on trial for the HOPE that I find in the
resurrection of the dead.” He is not speaking of a general resurrection or
the possibility of a resurrection… he is saying that his hope is derived from
the resurrection of Jesus. Now, if you are following carefully, that
statement might cause you to think… how do you know that is what he
4|P a g e

means? It’s just one sentence in the text and it doesn’t explain itself. Well,
I am confident that is what Paul means because he repeats this statement
two more times in the book of Acts, and clarifies the meaning. Once in
Acts 26 in a statement to Agrippa himself and once in Acts 28 to the Jewish
leaders in Rome. Take a look.
Acts 26:5‐8 – And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the
promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve tribes hope to
attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope I am
accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that
God raises the dead? Paul clarifies his hope here. It is in the hope he finds
in the promise made by God to Abraham, the hope of all of Israel as they
await the promised messiah of God. Paul is on trial for his hope that God
will keep his promise to the people of Israel, a promise that he would
deliver them through a coming savior. That savior would be a king who
would sit eternally on the throne of David. Paul is on trial because he
believes Jesus to be that promised one, the same Jesus that God raised
from the dead on the third day after his crucifixion on our behalf.
Finally, Paul repeats his statement once more to the Jewish leaders from
the Roman synagogue. Paul had made his way to Rome, under arrest, and
he calls the Jewish leaders to his place of confinement and says this in Acts
28:20 – For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with
you, since it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”
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Paul is telling these leaders that his hope is also Israel’s hope. He is on
trial, he is in chains, because his hope is also Israel’s hope. A hope in the
promised one, the only hope for a hopeless world, Jesus Christ the
resurrected Savior and King.
So, back to Acts 23:6. When Paul tells the Jewish council that he is on trial
with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead, he is saying so
much more than “I believe people can be resurrected from the dead.” He
is saying that his hope, all that he hopes for, and the hope of the whole
world is focused on that one man that God indeed raised from the dead
that first Easter morning. It is a massive statement.
Understanding Biblical Hope
Yet, you might still think, “fine, that is what Paul meant. But how does that
relate to me? What’s the big deal?” That isn’t a bad question. In fact, it is
a good question. If we are going to stand trial for our hope, we had better
know what hope is and what it is we are hoping for… don’t you think?
Let’s start with a definition.
Hope is the expectation of the future attainment of a desired object or
outcome. It is often associated with trust, whether in God or others.1
The expectation that something will happen, that something will be given
or received… that is the definition of hope. But in our world, we often
hope for things we never receive or we hope in things that let us down and
disappoint. For example, this time of year, millions of kids around the
world have high hopes that they will receive that special gift for Christmas.
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Some will… some won’t! Some will put their hopes in Santa, only to find
later that he is a fable and doesn’t even exist. Hope can be a disappointing
thing.
So, how can Paul seem so confident, so assured. He is on trial for his life.
He is on trial for the hope he finds in the resurrection of Christ. What is
different here? How is Biblical hope different than any other kind of hope?
Well, the answer comes in the next part of the definition. While hope is
the expectation of a future attainment of a desired object or outcome…
the nature of hope depends on the ground upon which it is based! When
hope lacks a solid basis, it is much more likely to be disappointed. For
example, go back to the children pinning their hopes on Santa to bring
them a gift. That hope lacks a solid basis. It is likely to be disappointed. In
fact, it will ultimately be disappointed when the child discovers that their
faith has been in a myth.
So, we see that hope is much more certain and confident and less likely to
be disappointed, when its basis is more secure. When my hope is in my
wife, rather than Santa, I am far less likely to be disappointed… In case you
didn’t know, Susan is far more reliable, far more secure, than Santa. The
ground of my hope is much more solid when I am hoping in her than in a
fantasy of fiction. Hoping in Susan gives me a much higher certainty of
having my hopes realized.
But, there is a kind of hope that has an even higher level of certainty. Our
strongest hope, our most certain hope, comes from basing our lives on
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God’s word and his faithfulness to his covenant promises. In fact, hoping in
God and his word, will never be a hope that is disappointed or put to
shame. That is because God is absolutely trustworthy. He is the solid
ground on which we can hope without any doubt. Listen to what the
Psalmist says in Psalm 119:113‐116 – 113 I hate the double‐minded, but I
love your law. 114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your
word. 115 Depart from me, you evildoers, that I may keep the
commandments of my God. 116 Uphold me according to your promise, that I
may live, and let me not be put to shame in my hope! Listen to where the
Psalmist is placing his trust… exactly where Paul said he was trusting… in
the hope of God’s covenant promise. His word is true. His word is totally
trustworthy. He, and He alone, is the true promise keeper. God is our
hiding place, God is our shield, God is our hope. This same statement of
hope is found throughout the Bible, cover to cover. In Romans 5:5, Paul
wrote of his absolute hope in God, he wrote these words just a few months
before leaving for Jerusalem and his arrest. Here is what he said, And
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. That pouring
of God’s love into our hearts was prophesied by Jeremiah in Jeremiah
31:33‐34. Jeremiah wrote, under the Spirit’s guidance, For this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people… For I will forgive their
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iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” When you read this, when
you hear this, you need to clearly understand something. This is God’s
sworn covenant promise to you and to me. I will write it on your heart. I
will be your God. You will by my people. I will forgive your rebellion,
disrespect, unbelief and outright hatred for me… in fact, I will not even
remember any of it. You are mine and I am for you. This promise comes
from the God who can breathe out a word and create a universe. A God
who can breathe out a word and create you. And then, throughout your
life, give you life, breath and everything you need to exist… moment by
moment. This is the God who has promised not to disappoint your hope in
Him!
Does that encourage you, does that give you incentive to hope? Is that a
promise you can trust? Let’s go back to our definition of hope:
Hope is the expectation of the future attainment of a desired object or
outcome. It is often associated with trust, whether in God or others.
Do you have hope? Biblical hope? A hope in the future attainment of a
desired outcome that informs every action you take, every decision you
make? Remember my basic premise at the beginning? I said, what you
hope for shapes and guides your life. All of your life. Even when you aren’t
thinking about it, what you hope for defines your life and drives your
actions. So, I ask you. Is your hope in the promises of God, made good
through the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Paul was on
trial for his life… because of his hope in Christ. He was arrested because he
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hoped in Christ. He was persecuted and beaten because he hoped in
Christ. All that he did, everywhere he went, every action he took was
based on his hope in the promises of God that were fulfilled in the
resurrection of Jesus. This is massive. The implications are mind boggling.
So, I ask you again. Do you have hope or are you gripped in unbelief? You
see the opposite of hope is not simply hopelessness… the opposite of hope
is unbelief. Unbelief that manifests itself as despair, shame and
disappointment. The writer of Hebrews shows us how unbelief is the
polar‐opposite of hope when he warns us in Hebrews 3:12,14 to take care
brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you
to fall away from the living God. For we have come to share in Christ, if
indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. Unbelief leads us to
fall away from living God. It is in our falling away that we find sorrow,
shame and disappointment. But we do not have to let unbelief shatter our
hope. If you are struggling to understand God, if you aren’t finding hope in
Christ, listen to these verses of total hope and find your joy in the LORD.
Once again these are the words of Paul found in Romans 8:18‐25 – 18 For I
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For
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we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains
of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?
25 But

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

What a glorious passage. This is what Paul had in mind in Acts 23:6 when
he said he was on trial with respect to the hope of the resurrection of the
dead. The whole of creation is groaning. We are groaning. The earth is
groaning. The sun, moon and stars are groaning. We are all subjected to
futility… without hope. Not because we want to be, but because of God
who subjected us to futility in the HOPE that we would be set free! This is
Biblical hope, not worldly wishful hope. This isn’t hope in Santa. This is not
God saying, “man I hope I can figure out how to set them free.” NO. This
is glorious, world‐shaking, sin killing, eternity granting hope, based on the
absolute guaranteed, 100% certain promise of God himself.
Glory, Hallelujah!!!
Biblical hope is always realized… our sin and rebellion caused God to
subject us to futility, but not to hopeless futility… He had a plan to redeem
it all, even the creation. Now, Paul is on trial for his belief in this hope that
finds its ground in the resurrection of Jesus. It is hope he knows but
cannot see. It is hope he is patiently waiting to be realized. And here is the
best part, he has absolutely no chance of being disappointed!
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Living in Hope
So how does such hope inform every aspect of your life? How does it
change the way you live and think? Paul says it this way in 2 Cor. 3:12,
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold. And then in Philippians 1:20,
it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body,
whether by life or by death.
When your hope is such that you no longer fear death, you can be very
bold. You can go to a Muslim country with no fear. You can witness to
your neighbor with no fear. You can speak out about social injustice with
no fear. You can oppose abortion and call it murder, with no fear. You can
share Jesus at your workplace, with no fear. Like Paul, since you have such
a hope, you can be very bold! Paul was extremely bold. He took a stand
for Jesus and opposed those who had been his spiritual mentors, teachers
and role models. He stood on the side of a crucified heretic, in the eyes of
the Jews. Yet, he boldly proclaims, “I stand here, on trial for my life
because of my hope in the promises of God which were realized in the
resurrection of Jesus.” Rejected by the world, condemned by his own
people… yet, in his death and resurrection Jesus overcame the power of sin
and death and fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah that his law would be
written on our hearts, our sin would be forgiven and God would never
again remember any of it. What a glorious picture.
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So now I have an application question. We have seen that Paul was on trial
because of his hope in the resurrected Christ. We have seen what that
hope looks like in scripture. What hope is based on. How it is defined. We
have seen what scripture says about Biblical hope.
So here is my question. If you were in Paul’s place, on trial for life because
of your hope in the resurrected Christ, would your life produce enough
evidence to convict you? Could a jury of your peers, through a
preponderance of the evidence find you guilty of having hope in Christ and
Christ alone?
Is your life bold for Christ because of your unshakable hope in God’s
promises? Are you willing to live in opposition to the culture when its
values and morals violate the values and morals of God? Do you have such
hope in God that you are willing to go where others would say it is unsafe?
Are you willing to let go of the riches of life because they mean nothing to
do, due to your hope in the resurrection of Jesus? Here is the rub. If you
say no to these questions, you are battling unbelief. That is a serious
statement. Let’s have a conversation. Let’s come together and find our joy
in a deep, biblically informed hope. Let’s live boldly together, knowing that
God’s promises are true and absolute.
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Endnotes:
1

This section on hope is based on materials taken from the Lexham Theological Wordbook.
Mangum, Douglas, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, and Rebekah Hurst, eds. Lexham Theological Wordbook.
Lexham Bible Reference Series. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014.
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