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21 Now

after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through

Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been
there, I must also see Rome.” 22 And having sent into Macedonia two of
his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.
23 About
24 For

that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way.

a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of

Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered
together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, you know
that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that
not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and
turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are
not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come
into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may
be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her
magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.”
28 When

they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is

Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and
they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius and
Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in travel. 30 But
when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let
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him. 31 And even some of the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to
him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32 Now some
cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and
most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Some of the
crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And
Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the
crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two
hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!”
35 And

when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of

Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is
temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred stone that fell from
the sky? 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to
be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here
who are neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If
therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint
against anyone, the courts are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them
bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek anything further, it
shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of
being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give
to justify this commotion.” 41 And when he had said these things, he
dismissed the assembly.
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Christianity is disruptive. It disrupts people’s lives. In its true form, the
Christian life is a radical, counter‐cultural lifestyle that disrupts people’s
belief systems, their morality, their view of government and governance,
and their expectations of life itself. And, when our lifestyle is disrupted,
the outcome is often unpredictable and unexpected.
Last week, we saw in the first half of chapter 19 that Paul had returned to
Ephesus. He had promised the Jewish leaders that he would return if “God
willed.” His ministry in Ephesus began with 12 guys he met on his way into
town. Luke tells us that they were self‐proclaimed disciples of Jesus but
they had never heard of the baptism of faith in the name of Jesus. Nor had
they received the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit. These twelve men
became the foundation of the ministry in Ephesus, as they believed and
were baptized and received the Spirit. Their lives and beliefs, while
sincere, were disrupted by the deep truth of the gospel. And that was just
the start in Ephesus. Paul then went to the Jewish synagogue and after 3
months was finally kicked out. Too disruptive. Too confrontational. He
then moved to the hall of Tyrranus, where he taught and preached the
gospel for two years.
The ministry was greatly blessed and after the sons of Sceva unsuccessfully
tried to exorcise demons out of a man for profit, a great fear and awe of
God prevailed in Ephesus and revival broke out. Practitioners of evil and
magic who now believed in Jesus brought their books to be burned and
there was “confessing and divulging of practices.” Disruptive, unexpected,
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radical. Luke finishes the passage with the statement, In this way the word
of the Lord was growing in power and was prevailing. The gospel of Christ
is powerful. The gospel of Christ prevails. The gospel of Christ changes
lives and cities and cultures.
That brings us to our passage for today, which is Acts 19:21‐40. As the
ministry grows, trouble is on the horizon. Big surprise! Here is our outline.
Acts 19:21‐22
Acts 19:23‐34
Acts 19:35‐40

Paul’s Travel Plans
A Riot Breaks Out
The Calming Clerk

Paul’s Travel Plans
Verses 21 and 22 take a quick break from the story of the ministry in
Ephesus to inform us of Paul’s mindset and his plans for the future. There
is much to be learned in these two verses. It says that Paul “resolved in the
Spirit to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia.” Then
Luke tells us that he wants to go to Rome. Achaia is where Corinth is
located, in the Southern part of Greece. It is not on the way to Jerusalem,
so don’t read these verses as saying, “well, I will head out to Jerusalem and
on the way stop in Achaia and Macedonia.” No. Jerusalem is east of
Ephesus and Achaia are west, across the Aegean Sea. Paul has a reason to
want to go to Corinth. Things were very bad in the church. It has now
been at least three years since Paul and his team founded the church.
Remember, Corinth was the epicenter of immorality. The Temple of
Aphrodite was there. Apollos had gone there two years previously. The
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church was mess. Immorality was rampant, rival factions had developed
that identified with Paul or Apollos, people were getting drunk at
communion… it was chaos. So, Paul decides to go back to Corinth to
strengthen and correct the church, before he heads to Jerusalem with the
offering for the poor he had collected. He can’t leave Ephesus
immediately, so he sends Timothy and Erastus. They were not coming on a
social visit. They were coming with a letter, a stern letter of warning, from
Paul. We know what that letter said, it is 1 Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians
4:17‐21 Paul says,

17 That

is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and

faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach
them everywhere in every church. 18 Some are arrogant, as though I were
not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will
find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power. 20 For the
kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21 What do you wish?
Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?
This is apostolic authority talking. Paul is warning those who are
“arrogant” that his power is greater than theirs… He is not just talk, his
power is considerable as it is vested in the authority of Christ himself. So,
which will it be Corinthians, a rod or the spirit of gentleness? Be arrogant
and receive the rod. Repent and receive the spirit of gentleness. We don’t
like this kind of talk in the church today. We have lost the concept of
authority and correction that comes from the application of scripture.
Take note. We do not have apostles today, but we have the apostles
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words, breathed out by the Holy Spirit through the inspired pen of the
apostles. That word is authoritative. It is true. it is all profitable for
teaching, reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. (2 Tim.
3:16‐17) Paul loves the Corinthians so much that he is willing to risk their
rejection to make the truth of God evident to them. Obey the
commandments of Jesus… that is our responsibility as believers and that is
what we must teach. Arrogance brings the rod of God, not in judgment but
in correction. His will is always what is best for us, to do the will of God is
to experience the love of God. Repentance brings His gentleness. Make
disciples and teach them to obey all that Jesus has commanded. That is
the great commission. That is why Timothy is on his way to Corinth with
Erastus. Paul will follow soon enough.
Before we move on to the next section, I want to say something about
Paul’s desire to go to Rome. It says he wants to “see Rome.” He is not
saying is that he wants to go see Rome like some kind of tourist. Rome is
the epicenter of political power and influence. The gospel had already
established itself in Rome, but Paul sees ministry opportunity in Rome.
Plus, it is on the way to Spain, the most unreached part of the Roman
Empire. Here is what we need to take away from this. Paul was never,
ever satisfied, never finished. He never once said, “Wow, we have reached
all of Asia and a good part of Europe. Now it’s time for somebody else to
carry on. I’ll stay here in Ephesus, or maybe go back to Antioch and stop all
this crazy travel. After all, I’m not getting any younger.” Paul was never
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content with "what he had". He was always looking for what the Lord had
next. His life should inform ours. We cannot be content, we cannot sit
back, we cannot be satisfied that we have done enough. Our lives must be
sacrificed each day to the purposes and will of God. We are here as God’s
full‐time ambassadors. Heaven awaits. Eternal rest is in our near future.
Our lives are but a vapor, but that vapor is to be lived in a pressurized
container, constantly looking for a way to blow out, to spread out and
proclaim the gospel. OK, I must move on or we will never get through this
passage. Let’s go to Acts 19:23‐34
A Riot Breaks Out
Demetrius was a silversmith. He was an artist whose medium was silver.
His specialty was little images of the Temple of Artemis (Diana to the
Romans). [SLIDE] The goddess Artemis is the Greek goddess of the moon.
Remember that Abraham was a moon worshipper before God called him.
Artemis was the patron deity of wild animals. In Greece, she was
portrayed as a young virgin. However, in Ephesus she is worshiped as the
symbol of fertility. [SLIDE] Cult prostitution and the occult was rampant in
the Ephesian temple. Remember last week, the practitioners of magic had
burned books worth nearly a million dollars in the revival that broke out.
Now, the spread of gospel was threatening another major sector of the
Ephesian economy. The manufacture of little silver temples and
goddesses.

7|P a g e

But Demetrius has had enough, so he brings together the silver craftsmen
union and look at what he tells them, verses 26‐27. It’s not just in Ephesus,
but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great
many people, telling them that gods made with hands are not gods at all.
(What would it take to get our culture to believe this?) They are no longer
worshippers, they are no longer coming to the temple and our businesses
are in jeopardy. Demetrius is smart, he knows rule one of riot organizing:
Threatening the financial well‐being of people is a sure‐fired way to rally
the troops to your cause. Think about this. In just two years the spread of
the gospel had been so dramatic in Asia that the worship of their patron
goddess was being seriously challenged. The silversmiths were predictably
infuriated. Demetrius riles them into a froth and sends the union members
into the streets with a chant, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” The city
was in total confusion as the crowd grows. Rumors are flying, hundreds
then thousands of people are joining in to the chant and marching through
the streets. The leaders want Paul, but can only find two of his co‐workers
from Macedonia, so they drag them into the theater…[SLIDE] everybody is
chanting, yelling, pressing, agitated. It is an all‐out riot. Imagine being
Gaius and Aristarchus. One minute minding their business, the next they
are being dragged into a crowd of 25,000 people who are seemingly going
to kill you on the spot. Paul wants to go and face the crowd but his friends
and even the top officials of the region would not let him go. It would have
been sudden death.
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Then an unusual thing happens. Some of the crowd pushes Alexander, a
Jew, onto the stage. He motioned the crowd, wanting to make a defense.
But he is not a Christian. What is he defending? Well, think about this and
then apply it to today. The Jews were opposed to Paul’s message. But
they also were opponents of the cult of Artemis. Jews didn’t go to the
temple. Jews didn’t buy silver shrines or meat sacrificed to idols. I believe
the Jews were worried that this anti‐Christian riot could spill over onto
them, and they wanted to no part in that. So, Alexander is likely trying to
explain that they had nothing to do with Paul. Maybe he wanted to say
that they also opposed his message… and that they were good neighbors,
peacefully co‐existing with whatever faith traditions were present in the
city. After all, they were all seeking their own version of god, they were all
sincere people… can’t we just get along? Do you see any parallel with
today? I do. This could easily happen in Salem, with “faith leaders” of the
community denying the radical message of the gospel in an attempt to live
in peace with the authorities and the majority population. Think about
that when get to the application.
So, 25,000 voices shouted Alexander down. He certainly wasn’t trying to
defend Paul. The Jews had thrown him out of the synagogue two years
earlier, and it was the son’s of Sceva the high priest who were attempting
exorcisms when revival broke out in Ephesus. This was chaos, most of the
crowd didn’t even know why they were rioting, but here they were
chanting for two hours, with one voice “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians.”
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Imagine. Finally, the town clerk gets things under control. Look at Acts
19:35‐40
The Calming Clerk
Now the town clerk is going to try to restore order. He was like the city
manager and recorder all rolled into one person. Look at how he calms the
crowd. Demetrius had been very clever. He had used the threat of
economic ruin with the artisans, but when they hit the streets, the
message had changed to… these outsiders are threatening our cities fame
in the Empire as the keeper of the great temple. It was, after all, one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world. So, the clerk appeals to that
threat by saying, “You have nothing to worry about! Who is there that
does not know that the city of Ephesus is the temple keeper of the great
Artemis.” Everybody knows that this city is special and that our temple is
special. These guys are so insignificant, in the overall scope of things, they
are no threat to us. And furthermore, they haven’t even said anything
about the temple or our goddess. Their message isn’t even about her. So,
don’t do anything rash, don’t do something that will cause Rome to come
here and really cause us some trouble! The courts are open for lawsuits, if
there is a reason for that… take it to the courts. We are right on the line of
total chaos here, so be quiet and go home. With that he announced the
adjournment of the meeting, as if it was just another town council
meeting. Everybody got up and went home. End of story.
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Application
But it isn’t really the end of the story. That is because Demetrius was right.
The gospel truly was a threat to his business. James Boice says this in
response to this story:
Remarkably, within three hundred years as Christianity advanced,
idolatry in the ancient world virtually disappeared. This is not the
same thing as saying that the world became truly Christian, because it
did not. But idolatry vanished. It just ended. This was not a period in
which philosophy or education or any of the other things that we look
to as evidences of the sophistication of our civilization advanced;
none of these things was happening. But Christianity was moving
forward.
This is what we should expect, of course, because the Bible itself says,
“The unfolding of your words gives light” (Ps. 119:130). Where
Christians go forward with the message of the gospel and the
Scriptures, the light of God that shines from the pages bursts into the
darkness. And even though people are not in every case—perhaps
not even in the majority of cases—regenerated or born again, the
light of the gospel penetrates so forcefully that many dark practices,
like those at Ephesus, simply disappear.1
So, the question is this… do we believe this statement? Are we filled with
enough faith and determination to unfold the light so that it bursts into the
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darkness and causes many dark practices to simply disappear? Do we?
This is the question I have been struggling with in a deep way over the past
several weeks in my own life.
The gospel of Jesus Christ will disrupt the world's economic system. It is
radically opposed to the American cult worship of possessions and wealth
accumulation. The very dark under‐belly of capitalism is exposed when the
light of the gospel is shined on the intentions of our heart.
Oregon's marijuana market is a classic example. When the gospel is front
and center, this whole industry will become bankrupt. And what about
abortion. When the gospel is prevailing and increasing in our city, in our
state… abortion would be outlawed. But that industry is powerful because
darkness is prevailing today. We saw a small taste of the power of the
abortion industry when the undercover tapes were released that exposed
the evil and corruptness of Planned Parenthood. Romans 1:32, Though
they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who
practice them.
This is what happened in Ephesus. The evil of the temple had produced
incredible wealth. When the cash cow was threatened, those who were
being enriched caused the people to be inflamed with economic and
religious fervor. That then led to mass confusion and rioting… two hours of
chanting in the theatre. They wanted blood. Many didn't even know what

12 | P a g e

they were protesting. That was the picture in Portland last year when the
anti‐Trump rioters shut down the freeway. A small group of agitators who
were upset and looking for an outlet… and suddenly large groups of people
were marching and screaming slogans, some of whom had no idea what
they wanted or why they were rioting.
I ask you this, in response to this passage. Why isn’t Christianity causing
people to gather in the park and chant slogans like, “Great is the goddess
of self‐determination, great is the goddess of abortion rights, great is the
goddess of unbridled wealth.” Why does our culture tolerate us? No
chanting, no protests. In fact, we are quite simply ignored or worse yet co‐
opted. In an effort to “get along” Christians have compromised. We are
no longer attempting to call officials to account. But the issue is not with
the darkness. The issue is with the light. Where light shines, darkness
retreats. Darkness does not and cannot overcome light… ever. Yet, a tiny
speck of light can overcome an entire room of darkness.
We don’t have abortionists, pot sellers or pornographers in this state
chanting in the park because the gospel is not a threat to them. It isn’t a
threat because we are being quiet and sitting on our hands.
Now, don’t get me wrong. I am not advocating civil disobedience, or even
an attack on those who practice evil, as a means to change civil (or uncivil)
society. That is not what this passage teaches and that is not what I am
advocating. The Christians in Ephesus never attacked the temple of
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Artemis. That isn’t how to overcome evil. What I am advocating, what this
passage is advocating, is radical change in our lives that produces clear
proclamation of the truth of the gospel in such a way that people are
converted. Through that process of conversion and redemption, civil
society will be changed. We cannot change the world by protesting evil.
The world can be changed… but only through the proclamation of the
gospel.
I am going to say something bold here this morning. It is something I pray I
can back up in my life… this is my heart, and hopefully my resolve will hold.
I am going to stop making excuses. It is time to live a gospel centered life…
a life that proclaims Christ as ultimate and the one and only hope for the
world. I am tired of complaining about how things are and being so
passive. I want to live a life that makes a difference. Not that I make the
difference but that Christ makes a difference through me. I challenge you
to make this resolution as well. It is, after all, a command from Jesus, that
we die to ourselves and live for others, that we make disciples of all
peoples and teach them to obey, like we obey. That is the challenge this
morning. I am truly preaching to myself here. I pray you will join me and
challenge yourself to think deeply about how you live out your life in
Christ.
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