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We are continuing our study in the Book of Acts. Let’s go back this
morning and remind ourselves of the overall theme of this book. Do you
remember? Acts is The Ministry of Jesus – From Heaven, exercised
through the Holy Spirit and by the apostles.
In other words, Acts is not an historical record of the early church, even
though it does document the growth of Christianity from the day of
Pentecost to Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome. Neither is this book
primarily a record of the ministry of the apostles Peter and Paul, even
though it does document much of what they did to spread the gospel
throughout Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the world. Rather,
the Book of Acts is the record of the ministry of Jesus Christ, after He was
exalted by God the Father, taken up into heaven and seated at the right
hand of God. Remember that Acts is the only unfinished book in the Bible!
Jesus continues to act, He continues to work, He continues to draw people
into the family of God through his finished work on the cross.
This morning we are going to focus on the entrance of the gospel into the
city of Ephesus. [Slide] Like Corinth, Ephesus was an incredibly important
city in the Roman Empire. It was a port city, a trading city. Ephesus is
located on the Western coast of modern Turkey, on the Aegean Sea. With
a population of around 225,000 (though some modern scholars dispute
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this number), it was likely the largest city in Roman Asia Minor. Ephesus
was the home of the Temple of Artemis of Ephesus, one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. [SLIDE] It was an important part of the
economy of Ephesus, drawing admirers and worshippers from throughout
the Roman Empire. The temple was a little larger than a modern day
football field. This slide is a reproduction built in a park in Istanbul. None
of the original structure is standing today. However, one structure has
survived the past 2000 years. [SLIDE] This is the Ephesian theatre, the
largest theatre in the ancient world. It seated 25,000 people. This is an
artist’s conception of how it may have looked intact. [Slide] We will see
this theatre later in Chapter 19, as the residents gather to protest the
impact of the gospel on their city. Finally, Ephesus was a city of ingenuity
and engineering prowess. They had the most advanced aqueduct system
in the ancient world, with six different aqueducts supplying fresh water to
the various areas of the city. Ephesus was a wealthy, powerful and
important city. Its influence was such that ancient maps are known to
have calculated mileages by using the distance from Ephesus. Now, Jesus
Christ is going to bring the message of hope and salvation to this great city.
And He is once again going to do it in a very unexpected way.
Some Background
When Paul had left Corinth and headed back to Antioch, he made a short
stop in Ephesus. We see this in Acts 18:18‐23. Paul takes Priscilla and
Aquila and they set sail for Syria. When they stopped over in Ephesus, Paul
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left Priscilla & Aquila. He did go to the temple and Luke tells us that he
reasoned with the Jews, but he didn’t stay long. The Jews asked him to
stay longer, but Paul was in a hurry to get to Antioch, so he tells them he
will return if “God wills” and sails off to Caesarea.
Then, in Acts 18:24‐28, we see that Jesus is bringing in fresh teachers to
help in the task of evangelizing Europe. Luke tells us that a Jew named
Apollos, who is from Alexandria, comes to Ephesus. It is significant that he
is from Alexandria, which is in Northern Egypt. This is a serious center of
Biblical scholarship. There is a huge Jewish population and one of the most
advanced libraries in the ancient world. It was Jewish scholars from
Alexandria who had translated the Hebrew scriptures into Greek and made
the Bible available to all of the Greek speaking world. Apollos is a product
of this great biblical tradition and he speaks boldly and accurately, in the
synagogue, about the things of Jesus. Somehow he has come to know
Jesus, however we are not told how that happened. His knowledge of
Jesus is somewhat limited however. We find out that he only knows the
baptism of John. So, Priscilla & Aquila take him aside and explain the way
of God more accurately. After spending some time in Ephesus, Apollos
moves on to Achaia (Corinth), with a letter of introduction from the
brothers in Ephesus. He greatly helped those who had, by grace, believed.
Apollos was able to “powerfully refute” the Jews in public, showing that
Jesus was the Christ. This is the background. Jesus used Paul’s short stop,
the ministry of Priscilla and Aquila, and the preaching of Apollos to lay the
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early foundations for He was about to do in Ephesus/ That brings us to
Chapter 19. Look at Acts 19:1‐7.
The Foundation of a Church
And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the
inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And
he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And
they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 And

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve
men in all.
Apollos left for Corinth and Paul traveled by land back to Ephesus. When
Paul left he told the Jews in Ephesus that he would return if “God willed”.
Well, it appears that this is exactly what Jesus had in mind. And, while the
first part of the chapter doesn’t say this, Paul didn’t return alone. Look at
verse 22. Timothy and Erastus were with Paul. It has probably been at
least a year since he left. When he arrives, who are the first people he runs
into? Twelve guys who are described as disciples. That doesn’t mean they
were believers, but they were followers of Jesus. There is a difference.
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Just because someone says, “I believe in Jesus.” That doesn’t mean they
are redeemed by Jesus. These were sincere men who knew about Jesus
and considered themselves his followers, yet their understanding of the
gospel was incomplete. They didn’t know about the baptism of the Spirit,
they hadn’t heard of it, they had not received it. They had been baptized
into the baptism of John, into a baptism of repentance from sin that looked
forward to the day when the Messiah would finally come. Now, just as
Priscilla and Aquila had corrected Apollos, Paul tells these 12 that their
faith needs to be “in Jesus.” The messiah has come and Jesus is the one
John had pointed to. The Holy Spirit was at work in their hearts and they
believed. Paul baptized them again. This is the only place in scripture
where we see people re‐baptized. It is a clear indication that they have
now come to be true believers in Jesus. Then, Paul lays his hands on them
and the Holy Spirit comes upon them and they speak in tongues.
I love this part of the story. Look at how Jesus, in his ministry from heaven,
decided to plant the church of Ephesus. He does it with 12 guys who think
they are believers, but aren’t yet. He does it with what seems in the story
to be a simple “chance” encounter with Paul and his traveling companions.
But nothing happens by chance. Jesus has purpose in every act, every
interaction. There are the first recorded conversions in Ephesus. The
ministry is off and running. Look at what happens next… all of Asia will
hear the good news of the gospel. Verses 8‐10.
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All of Asia Hears
8 And

he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly,

reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when
some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way
before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples
with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two
years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews
and Greeks.
Paul had returned to the synagogue and he managed to preach there for
three months. Pretty good considering he only made it three weeks in
Corinth. Luke tells us that he was speaking boldly. But they were stubborn
and continued in unbelief. Finally, they had enough and began speaking
evil of the Way before the congregation. “The Way” is a great term used
to describe the Christian life. It is the way of life, but to the Jews it had
become the way of irritation. So, Paul moved to the hall of Tyrannus and
continued teaching there for two years. Consider this. It is likely that Paul
rented this hall and that Tyrannus used it early in the morning and allowed
Paul to use it during the middle of the day. This is customarily the time
during which people took naps and got out of the heat. Bruce tells us that
normally more people would be asleep at 1 pm. than at 1 am.1 Some of
you night owls can identify. But people came to hear Paul teach, foregoing
their sleep in order the hear the gospel. Clearly Jesus was doing a mighty
work in Ephesus during this time. We know from the letter to the
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Colossians that during this time the gospel spread from Ephesus to
Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis through the work of Epaphras. It is
possible that all seven of the churches addressed in the Book of Revelation
were planted during Paul’s time in Ephesus. That is why it says in verse 19,
that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and
Greeks. So, the stage is set, the gospel has come to Ephesus, people are
coming to faith… and now, Jesus is going to use the most unusual event
you could possibly imagine to bring about a massive revival. Look at verses
11‐20.
Repentance and Revival
1 And

God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that

even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away
to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of
them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the
name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you
by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest
named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I
know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was
the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them,
so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became
known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of
those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their
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practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought
their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted
the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So
the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
God was doing extraordinary things by the hands of Paul. The people were
carrying away anything that had touched Paul. Imagine how irritating that
would be. They were taking his head rags, his sweat rag if you will, that he
used when working on his tents. They were also taking his work aprons…
anything that had touched his skin was being carried away to the sick… and
for good reason!!! People were being healed in mass. Of course, it wasn’t
the rags or the aprons that healed them, even though the magicians of the
city probably didn’t make that connection. Remember, this is Jesus’ work.
He is healing the people. He is casting out demons. But, Luke wants us to
see how that can easily be missed. Yes, they were being healed. Yes,
diseases left them and spirits came out. But it was not the garments or
even the words Paul spoke. It was the power of Jesus Christ, who was
working through Paul. Jesus is only one with the power to heal and
overcome evil.
But some itinerant Jewish exorcists were watching Paul and liked what
they saw. So, they decided to cash in on his apparent success. These men
were making their living by going into people’s homes and exorcising evil
spirits. Paul’s success was a potential bonanza for them, because they had
no real authority… they were snake oil salesmen. But now, by using Paul’s
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example and simply saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul
proclaims”, they could be rich and famous. This is so revealing. It is so
current. Human nature hasn’t changed a bit in the past 2000 years. These
itinerant exorcists didn’t know Jesus, and they didn’t want to know Jesus.
It was all about the magic to them. If it worked there would be a big
payday. This kind of practice is absolutely rampant in the church today. So
called “evangelists” like Benny Hinn claim to heal people on command. “In
the name of Jesus, be healed. Walk. Throw away your medication. Cast
away your crutches…” The claims are incredible. In fact, not one of Hinn’s
so called miracles have ever been verified. Yet, people continue to flock to
his services, including seven million people over a three day event in
Mumbai, India. All of this has created massive wealth for Hinn, who owns
a private jet and a multi‐million dollar mansion. When he travels, he
regularly stays in hotels that cost in excess of one thousand dollars per
night.2 Beware. The itinerant exorcists are alive and well in our culture
today. They come saying, “Jesus, Jesus”, but they do not proclaim the true
Jesus.
The seven sons of a high priest named Sceva were the Benny Hinn’s of
their day. One day they went into the home of a resident of Ephesus… the
man is demon possessed. Ephesus seemed to have no lack of possessed
people! This is really funny. Look at what the demonic spirit says to them,
“Jesus I know, Paul’s name I recognize… but who the heck are you?” Then
the possessed man leaped on all seven and overpowered them. They ran
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from the house naked, wounded. The news spread like wildfire, it became
widely known to the residents of Ephesus. You can imagine. This story
was on the jungle drums. Re‐Tweets by the thousands, it was trending on
Facebook… “Did you hear about Sceva’s boys? That possessed guy nearly
killed them. This Jesus thing is nothing to mess with.” Fear falls on the
people, but look carefully at verse 17. What kind of fear is it? Clearly it is
the kind that causes worship. There is a kind of fear that causes people to
“extol” the name of the Lord. To extol is to glorify, to exalt, to magnify, to
make Jesus huge! And what happens when Jesus is huge? Evil becomes
small… and undesirable.
What happens in our families, in the church, in the community, when Jesus
is huge? Sin is confessed and revival breaks out. Look at verse 18. Many
of those who were now believers came forward, confessing and divulging
their involvement in magic. A number had practiced magic arts and they
were convicted by the Holy Spirit that it was sin. Why does it say that they
confessed and divulged… aren’t these the same thing? No, they are not.
Confession is the admission of guilt. Confession brings forgiveness. But
divulging is coming clean and being released from future bondage. By
revealing the secrets of their magic these purveyors of magic were being
released from the power of their sin to entrap them. Sin flourishes in
secret. The power of magic is found in its secrets. Potions, spells, actions,
chants… secrets that are known only to the practitioner. This is the power
of evil. It is always best practiced in secret, away from the light.
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That is why confessing is not always enough to be released from the power
of sin. Forgiveness is found in confession and that is powerful. Don’t get
me wrong. But divulging the deep secrets of our sin, the practice of sin
that is known only to the practitioner… that revelation releases you from
the bondage of the practice. Forgiven and free. It is a great combination.
So, the Ephesians brought their magic books to be burned. The value was
50,000 pieces of silver. If these were 1 oz. silver pieces, at $17 an ounce,
this would be $850,000. Luke doesn’t tell us the weight of the silver, so it
is impossible to know the value, but the point is clear. These books were
very, very valuable… and they went up in smoke because to know Jesus is
more valuable than any worldly possession.
Luke concludes this section with a summary statement. It is a statement
intended to show the power of Jesus’ ministry as opposed to the false
ministry of the world. Luke says, So, the word of the Lord continued to
increase and prevail mightily. Here is the point. Increase and prevail.
Increase and Prevail!! This is the ministry of Jesus Christ, from heaven. He
is redeeming a people for himself. The fact that we need to be redeemed
or bought back implies that there is a huge problem. We all have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of God. In Ephesus, the occult was a huge
problem. Clearly there were many demon possessed people and many
practitioners of magic. When the gospel comes, light shines out of the
darkness. Evil deeds flee from the light. And the word of the Lord
continues to increase and prevail mightily.

11 | P a g e

Like the Ephesians we are desperate for the power and might of Jesus in
our lives. Luke, through the leading of the Holy Spirit, is showing us how
we can live in that power, in a life where the word of the Lord continues to
prevail and increase mightily. Would you like that to be true in your life…
in the life of oneTreasure Church? That is absolutely possible, in fact it is
the will of Jesus. Here is what is required of us… confession and divulging
of practices. That is where we find freedom. That is how we live lives that
are increasing and prevailing mightily in the word of the Lord.
Last week we talked about the temple of Aphrodite that has taken up
residence in our homes… internet pornography. You see, sin has many
forms and many practices, but the root of all sin is the same. We love
something more than we love Jesus. We are idolaters and self‐consumed.
It is hard work to cover up the practices of sin and keep them secret. But
freedom is only found in an obedient relationship with Jesus Christ. Like
the Ephesians who burned their books of magic, confess your sin, divulge
your practices and live! That is true freedom. That is true joy. That is true
life.
Pray.

12 | P a g e

13 | P a g e

Endnotes:
1

F. F. Bruce, The Book of the Acts, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 366.
2
From Tim Challies blog post, “The False Teachers: Benny Hinn.” https://www.challies.com/articles/the‐false‐teachers‐
benny‐hinn/

14 | P a g e

