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After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.
And he went to see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he
stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And
he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews
and Greeks.
5 When

Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied

with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And
when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said
to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on
I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a
man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to
the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord,
together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing
Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in
a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for
I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in
this city who are my people.” 11 And he stayed a year and six months,
teaching the word of God among them.
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12 But

when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united

attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man
is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when
Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to
accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about words
and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge
of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all
seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the
tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.
This morning we are arriving in Corinth. The European invasion of the
gospel has met amazing fruitfulness and incredible resistance. This little
army of four men has had its ups and downs, but God’s grace and mercy
has saved many. Remember that Paul had to flee from Berea and
Thessalonica. He went to Athens, where very few would respond to the
gospel. Now, he has moved on… not waiting for Silas and Timothy to
arrive. He is looking for a more fruitful place to minister. Remember that
he had been provoked at the way the Athenians worshipped so many idols.
Now he has come to Corinth, hoping to find a more receptive audience.
Here is our outline and main point for this morning:
v. 1‐4
v. 5‐11
v. 12‐17

Discouraged, Lonely & Broke
Many Who Are My People
Jews Attack – God Defends
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I Have Many In This City Who Are My People
Have you ever been tired, lonely and discouraged? Have you ever felt like
life was just too much to bear, that what you are doing with your life is
either hopeless or pointless? I think most of us have felt this way at least
sometime in our life. Some of us feel this way on a very frequent basis.
Loneliness and isolation are on the rise in our culture. It is ironic, frankly.
We live in an age of instant communication. I am old enough to be able to
say that when I was young, television was in its infancy. It existed and we
had a TV, but when I was in my pre‐school years, it was a luxury item that
very few homes were able to access. Technology was so primitive that
until I was five or six, many homes in our neighborhood had telephone
party lines… these are phone lines shared by several other families. I well
remember my best friend had a party line. You had to pick up the phone
and listen to see if anyone was using it before dialing. News came from the
newspaper or monthly magazines. There was no internet, no cell phones,
no blogs, no Facebook, no Twitter, no Instagram. The world was a big, dark
and mysterious place in those days. All I knew about Africa was what I saw
on Tarzan episodes. Most of what we knew of the world was learned
through the World Book encyclopedia or, if you went to church, missionary
stories and slideshows.
Today, we have access to nearly any piece of information we want or need
at the blink of an eye. We have the ability to instantly communicate with
almost anyone in the world in real time. For example, I asked my phone,
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“Siri, what is the population of Papua, New Guinea?” Siri replied, “As of
2013, the population of Papua, New Guinea is 7,321,262.” It took Siri
about three seconds to deliver that piece of information. I asked a second
question. “Siri, how many unreached people groups in the world?” This
time Siri gave me a web link to the Joshua Project. I touched the link and
up sprang a web page that told me there are 16,862 people groups in the
world and of those, 6,996 are unreached. Additionally, the total
population of the world is 7.47 billion people and of those, 3.15 billion are
unreached. Three weeks ago, my dear friend Orin Kidd and his wife Rosa
left for Korupun, West Papua. It is in the highlands, and about as far off
the beaten track you can get in this world. Just before they flew out of
Sentani for Korupun, Orin sent me a text via “Whats App”, telling me that
they expect to have a satellite internet connection operational in Korupun
within three weeks. That means that I will be able to text him anytime I
want and will probably be able to call him, real time, via Skype. It is
incredible the amount of information that is available and the kinds of
communication that are available in the world today.
Yet, loneliness, isolation and depression are pervasive in our culture, even
in the church… maybe I should say, especially in the church. This great
internet generation is increasingly using technology to turn inward and to
serve our base instincts, rather than to use these amazing tools to better
serve our Lord. Internet pornography is said to be consuming 30% of the
total bandwidth of the internet. In another measure, pornography is such
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a big business that it rakes in more money each year than the NFL, the NBA
and Major League Baseball… combined. Surveys show that 70% of men
and 30% of women visit a pornography web site at least once each month.
The more we turn inward as a culture, the more isolated we become…
even in the age of technology and instant information.
OK, you might be asking yourself what in the world this all has to do with
Paul arriving in Corinth? Well, it has everything to do with it. I think we
will see that Paul is very lonely, discouraged and broke as he arrives in
Corinth, sin city of the ancient world. So how will he deal with that? What
will God do? Let’s take a look.
Discouraged, Lonely & Broke
Paul’s time in Athens had been less than encouraging. Few people
believed. There were some, but for the most part he found the intellectual
center of the former Greek empire to be a vast wasteland of intellectual
thought and very little spiritual response. He had fled to Athens to avoid a
riot in Berea, but it had to have been a disappointment. Idols everywhere,
immorality rampant, little interest in ultimate truth, and he was alone in a
very foreign country. So, he decides to move on to Corinth. Maybe it
would be a more fertile ground for ministry. It was a booming city, a trade
center with tremendous wealth. This was a crossroads for both land and
sea trade. Corinth had access to both the Aegean and Mediterranean
oceans, making it one of the most strategic trading cities in the Roman
world. Consequently, Corinth was a huge city. The population when Paul
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arrived in the city was likely around 700,000. It is estimated that nearly a
third of the population were slaves. Crime was rampant. Sexual
immorality was woven into the fabric of Corinthian life. It was the ultimate
center of luxury, indulgence and vice. It was here in Corinth that the
temple of Aphrodite was located. F.F. Bruce tells us that a thousand
female slaves served in the temple and at night they roamed the streets as
prostitutes. The Greek word for the practice of immorality in
“korinthaizomai”. In Roman culture, to call a person a “Corinthian” who
didn’t live actually live in Corinth, was seriously offensive.
It was in this city that Paul now arrives. He is discouraged, lonely and
broke. How do we know this? He had witnessed to the Athenians alone.
Silas and Timothy hadn’t arrived from Berea. He had no support in that
cold‐hearted place, he was there alone. I believe he was also discouraged.
Opposition had dogged him throughout the mission. It was getting worse.
The Athenians had been nearly unresponsive. Later, Paul writes the
Corinthian church, in 1 Corinthians 2:3 and he says, “I was with you in
weakness and in fear and much trembling.” This is not the picture we
usually have of the apostle Paul. We tend to put him on a pedestal. But
that is all in hindsight. We don’t think about how he must have felt being
all alone in a very corrupt, foreign culture with no support. Lastly, he was
broke. It is likely that the brothers in Berea and Thessalonica had given
him traveling money when he was whisked out of town. But now that
evidently was gone. By God’s grace and mercy, he meets a couple, Aquila
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and Priscilla, who were refugees from Rome. They had been forced out in
AD 49, when Emperor Claudius had exiled all Jews from the city. They
were tentmakers, which was also Paul’s apprenticed trade. They would
become Paul’s close friends and fellow ministers. Paul goes back to work
as a tentmaker to make ends meet. In fact, it is here that we get the
missionary term, tentmaker. A term that describes a missionary who
works a secular job to enable their ministry. I can’t help wondering if he
felt like quitting. I think it is possible. It would be so much easier to make
tents and teach Sunday School. Just live out my life going to church and
providing for my family… have you ever felt that way? I think Paul did. So,
Paul was making tents during the week and on the Sabbath trying to
persuade the Jews and Greeks in the synagogue to believe in the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Now, the long awaited reunion with Silas and Timothy finally
occurs. Look at verse 5.
Many Who Are My People
Silas and Timothy brought something for Paul, a gift from the church in
Thessalonica. We read about it in 2 Corinthians 11:9, And when I was with
you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came
from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from
burdening you in any way. It was God’s provision to keep Paul preaching.
When Silas and Timothy arrived, Paul was busy. He was witnessing to the
Jews, but to no avail. The people didn’t just oppose him, they didn’t just
disagree with him, they reviled him. This is the word “blaspheme”. They
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slandered him and said horrible things about him. Paul’s reaction is
dramatic. Think about his recent history. Flogging in Phillipi, a riot in
Thessalonica, forced out of town in Berea, arrogant philosophers in Athens
… now this, violent opposition again from the Jews. His people, God’s
chosen people, arrogant and self‐righteous people. So, Paul shakes out his
clothes, probably his outer garments, in a show of disdain and declares,
“Your blood be on your own heads. I am innocent. From now on I will go
to the Gentiles.”
If you stop here and don’t read the next several verses, this looks like an
utter disaster. But God always has a purpose in utter disasters… whether
we can see it or not. Look at who is one of the first people that God
brought under the influence of Paul’s ministry… a guy named Titius Justus.
Judging from his name, he is a Roman citizen, likely of noble birth,. But
even better… look where he lives! Is God amazing or what! He lives next
door to the synagogue and he evidently has a big house! And look who
else God brings. It is Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue along with his
entire family. He is the most influential member of the sizable Jewish
community in Corinth. These two guys just pack up with Paul and move
the ministry next door. Now look what happens, verse 8, and many of the
Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. It must have really
chapped the Jewish leaders. Paul and Crispus and Titius Justus, right next
door, poaching their congregation and witnessing to the dirty, nasty
Gentiles. Paul’s suffering and obedience were not in vain. God had a plan.
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And now, in the main point of the passage, God is going to further confirm
his plan for the ministry in Corinth. This is just one more evidence of Paul’s
likely discouragement and disillusionment. God knows Paul’s heart and he
wants to encourage him by letting him know that he is not alone, that God
was there long before Paul even thought about coming, long before Paul
was even born. Look at verse 9. God speaks to Paul in a vision. Do not be
afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no
one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my
people. God is telling Paul, I have people in this city who I have chosen to
be my children. They don’t know it yet, Paul. I am going to use you, Silas,
Timothy and Luke to reveal it to them. Don’t be afraid of the dissenters,
the Jews, the worshippers of pagan gods, the immoral leaders of the
community… the 700,000 people who you will be challenging to radically
change their lives! I am with you… you don’t need anything else. No one
will attack you to do harm in this city. I am putting up a shield for you. I
have many in this city who are my people. Now go and gather them into
the flock! Paul was so encouraged, so strengthened, so empowered by
God that he stayed for a year and a half, teaching the word of God among
them. Right next door to the ones who would have killed him in an instant,
if they could.
Now, let’s take a second to make the application. Have you ever been
discouraged and defeated by life? Are you reluctant to speak the truth to
those who are headed to hell in your family, or among your friends, or who
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work with you? We ask, “What are the consequences? How can I
succeed? They won’t even listen!” But, God says this to you, “do not be
afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent.” You see he has many
people in this city that are destined to be his children. They don’t know it
yet. Some of them are currently Buddhists and Islamists and radical
atheists. Some of them are political activists that hate Christians and love
everything that is opposed to God’s will. Some of them have never given
God a single thought, they are clueless. God has many in this city who are
his people and don’t yet know it. He is directing us to stand with Paul, not
to be silent, but to go on speaking even when it appears they are not
listening. Because you never know when you might meet Titius Justus and
all of the seemingly pointless ministry will come together in a single
moment.
Jews Attack – God Defends
Finally, I want to quickly look at the last five verses of this passage, starting
with verse 12. Once again we see the Jews rise up and attack Paul. Their
frustration with Paul’s ministry finally boils over and here they come in
what Luke calls a “united attack.” But didn’t we just read that God had
promised Paul no one would attack him to do harm? Well, this section is
here so you can see how God honored that promise and used the Jews
rebellion to do something they could have never, ever imagined. The Jews
intended it for evil, but God intended it for good.
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Gallio was the younger brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca. It was
Seneca who had tutored a young Nero, the future Emperor of the Roman
Empire. Gallio was known as a tolerant, kind person who had a serious
concern for the law, for justice and for truth. He was a respected leader
who had tremendous influence. He was the governor of one of the most
important centers of commerce in the Roman empire. It was to Gallio the
Jews came with their false accusations. Understand this, Judaism was an
“approved” religion in the Roman empire. Its practice was protected
under Roman Law. What the Jewish leaders were doing was accusing Paul
of practicing a religion that was contrary to Judaism, and therefore an
unapproved or “illegal” religion. But Gallio, through the sovereign
direction of God, turned their arguments against Christianity into a huge
victory for the faith. By refusing to judge Christianity, he by default
declared it to be an approved and legal religion throughout the Roman
empire. Jesus declared to Paul in his vision that no one would succeed in
attacking him or harming him. Little did Paul know that He would use
Roman Law as that shield. Paul and the church of Jesus Christ were now
free to preach, worship and evangelize without fear of intervention from
the Roman government… the rulers of most of the known world! Satan
intended it for harm, but God intended it for gospel advance!
Application
I want to circle back this morning to my opening comments. I asked a
question. How does internet pornography relate to Acts 18:1‐17? I hope
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that is now obvious. I think the parallels to today are stunning. Corinth
was a booming city, a metropolis like no other in that day. It was huge,
wealthy and worldly. Exotic people and exotic products from around the
world filled the streets. The population was diverse and the culture was
open and without limits. In the city of Corinth stood a world‐ renowned
brothel. Oh, it wasn’t called that, it was called a temple… a temple to love
in honor of the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite. But let’s call it what it
was… and the Corinthian lifestyle was one that was built around self‐
consuming pleasure. There were huge issues in this city due to the
influence of this temple. If you don’t believe that, read 1 and 2
Corinthians. Paul had to deal with incest, immorality, adultery, arrogance
and boasting about their inclusiveness and lack of judgment against those
who committed such things. The Corinthian believers were hanging out
with sexually immoral people. They struggled with issues of greed and
idolatry. Oh, and these weren’t people outside the church, Paul told them
not to judge the unbelievers. No, these were people INSIDE the church
who professed to be believers. Paul commands the Corinthians, “Purge
the evil person from among you.”
Today, we are a modern day Corinth. Sexual immorality of a kind that even
the unbelievers do not tolerate is being tolerated in our lives, primarily
through the internet. More bandwidth than any other single use…
pornography. More money than the three largest sports franchises
combined… pornography. The devastation of marriage, led by…
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pornography. The failure of the family, caused in large part by
pornography. The Temple of Aphrodite is no longer up on the hill, it is in
our homes and we are patronizing it. Look at the toll it took on the
Corinthians. But then look at the response of Paul. He arrived in Corinth
broke, discouraged and somewhat disillusioned. If anybody needed some
“Me Time” it was Paul. If anybody needed some nurture and attention, it
was Paul. So, here he was in the center of the sexual revolution… Corinth.
Thousands of young slave girls on duty. There wasn’t a single person in the
city of 700,000 who knew him. Who would know or care?
Solomon knew this temptation. He wrote about it in the Proverbs 7. In
that passage he challenges us to know God’s wisdom as “the apple of your
eye.” Make God’s wisdom your love affair. Go to God for your solace and
comfort in times of extreme trouble. Make God and His wisdom the only
thing that you treasure! Solomon says, Write it on your heart, say to
wisdom, You are my sister, and call insight from your intimate friend, to
keep you from the forbidden woman. If not, you will end up being led as an
ox to the slaughter or a stag caught fast, just waiting for an arrow to pierce
his liver. Not pretty but brutally honest.
Paul knew this. No matter how hard his life was, no matter how
discouraging, no matter how lonely… Jesus was with him. Paul didn’t turn
to the temple of Aphrodite. Why? Was it because he knew God was
watching? Is that why? I don’t think so. Fear isn’t a strong enough
motivator to cause you to deny yourself… Paul chose not to turn to
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Aphrodite because he had come to understand that it was Jesus and Jesus
only, who could comfort him in his time of greatest need. Paul loved Jesus
more than he loved his own life. He trusted Jesus more than he trusted
any of his closest friends or ministry partners. Paul didn’t turn to
Aphrodite because he knew someone better, someone stronger, someone
more caring, someone more forgiving, someone more fulfilling. In short,
Paul trusted Jesus to keep his promises, something that Aphrodite or
internet pornography cannot ever do.
Listen. I am focusing on pornography this morning because of its parallel
with our passage. Corinth was the center of sexual immorality. Today,
that place is in our own homes. It is killing our lives, our families and finally
it is killing our ministry. It is a sin that MUST be addressed and killed,
before it kills us. We will not proclaim God’s gospel to those in this city
that are already His, if we are caught in sin. It is just that simple.
I want to conclude by saying this, if you are trapped in the world of
internet pornography, there is hope. This is not an issue of trying harder or
making new resolutions to live differently. Filters and programs won’t
solve the issue in your heart. This is a heart issue, it is about who you love.
Pornography offers you a false hope, a false love… just like every sin. It
preys on those who do not love Jesus more than anything elsef. This is at
its heart a trust issue. You do not trust Jesus’ promises more than you
trust yourself. It is also an incredibly difficult fight. If statistics are
anywhere near accurate, we have a huge problem with pornography in our
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church. So did the Corinthians. But God built that church, messy issues
and all, by the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. He can and will build this
one too, if we obey him and love him with all our heart. I am available and
open to talk. If you don’t know how to find your hope and future in Jesus
Christ, please talk to me.
Shall we pray.

Endnotes:
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