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Last week we launched the European invasion of the gospel of Jesus Christ!
The invasion army consisted of four men; Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke.
Not exactly what you would expect from the God who is all powerful, all
knowing, and sovereign over all things. Wouldn’t you have thought that
the invasion force would have been massive? Shouldn’t it have been more
visible, better outfitted, better connected to the powers that rule the
region? How could they possibly succeed? They are very far from home,
they know absolutely nobody, they have no local currency, no supply line,
no ATM, no cell phone, no internet. But, God had laid the foundation for
this trip hundreds of years previously as He brought most of the known
world under the influence of the Greeks, then the Romans. The Greeks
had given the world a common trade language and the Old Testament
scriptures had been translated into the Greek language by a group of
Jewish scholars in Alexandria Egypt in 132 BC. Then the Romans had built
military roads all through the empire to facilitate the movement of troops
and trade. All of these were orchestrated by the sovereign God of the
universe… with this trip, and many others, in mind. All this small army
needed to succeed was the call of God, His provision and His word. Their
first stop, Philippi, had been a huge success. First Lydia, a wealthy trader
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from Asia, and her family had professed faith in Christ. Then a young,
demon possessed slave girl. Finally, there was a jailer and his entire family
who believed and were baptized. All had been transformed by the gospel
of Jesus Christ. All had been forever adopted into the family of God. All of
them are people you will see and know in heaven! Imagine the stories.
Remember… the book of Acts is the story of Jesus' ministry in heaven,
exercised through the Holy Spirit and by his apostles. The book of Acts is
the only “unfinished” book of the Bible… it is still being written. Jesus’
ministry here on earth, from his seat at the right hand of God in heaven, is
on‐going. Daily new chapters are being written all over the world! This
book is exciting, and informative. Acts challenges each of us to evaluate
our lives and ask what God is doing through us… to be honest about how
we are living out the mandate to make disciples of all peoples.
So, this morning we are going to look at Paul and Silas’ second stop, as they
invade Europe with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today we will be in
Thessalonica and Berea. Here is the outline for today’s message.
V.1‐4
V.5‐9
V.10‐12
V.13‐15

New believers in Thessalonica
The Jews Oppose the Gospel
The Bereans Believe
The Jews Oppose the Gospel (again)

Here is the central message in this passage, as the ministry of Jesus
continues to unfold:
Gospel Advance Will Always Bring Opposition
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Let’s begin in Acts 17:1‐4.
New Believers in Thessalonica
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came
to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul
went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus,
whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women.
Ok, these Greek city names are tough. So let’s just stop right now and
practice saying them… Amphipolis is pronounced “Ahm Fee Police.”
Apollonia is “Appa low kneeah.” Thessalonica is “Thessa low knee kay.”
Now that you are Greek pronunciation experts, look at the map and see
where we are. This little invading army is traveling on the Egnatian Way,
the Via Egnatia. Here is a map that shows us the extent of this major trade
route. As you can see, this road runs from modern day Istanbul to the
coast of modern day Albania on the Adriatic Sea. Here is a picture of the
remains of the Via Egnatia in Macedonia. Many scholars believe that Paul
intended to stay on this highway all the way to its end and then catch a
ship to Italy, with his ultimate sights on Rome. We know from scripture
that Paul had intended to travel to Rome long before he finally got there as
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a prisoner. Whether that was his intent or not, Thessalonica is as far as he
would get on this trip. This is a major city on a major trade route, so Paul
and Silas settle in to do ministry. They go immediately to the Jewish
synagogue, as was their custom. Note what it says in verse 2 and 3. Paul
“reasoned with them” from the scripture. Paul used scripture, logic and his
gift of persuasion. They went to the synagogue for three consecutive
Saturdays.
Then look at verse 3. I want to camp out here for a minute, this is an
important verse. Look what it says. Paul explained and proved that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, then he told
them that this Jesus, the one he had been telling them about, was the
Christ. This is a very complex sentence and it has some very profound
meaning. First let’s look at what Luke is telling us when he says that Paul
was “explaining and proving”. The Greek work translated “explain”,
literally means to "open" or "to reveal". When Luke tells us that Paul
“explained”, he is saying that he explained and opened up the meaning of
the passages in the Old Testament that speak to the suffering and death of
the coming Messiah. This same word is used In Matthew 7:34 where Jesus
heals a deaf man by declaring, "Ephphatha, that is be opened." It is also
the same word that is used when Jesus reveals himself to the men on the
road to Emmaus, in Luke 24:31. It says, "And their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him." Paul is opening their eyes, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, to see the truth of what they had always known. It is like
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seeing something that is old and familiar in a completely different and new
way. Paul explains and then proves to them that the scripture teaches
that the one who is to come, the Christ, the messiah, had to suffer, die and
rise from the dead. He does that with the Old Testament scripture. It had
always been there, but this would be a new understanding for them. The
Jewish rabbis had taught them that the coming messiah would be a human
victor over the oppressive governments of the world, particularly the
Romans, and that he would establish his kingdom in their place. They had
no place in their belief system for a dying savior. So, Paul shows the
people that the messiah must suffer and die and then be resurrected.
Then, after he has established that fact, he shows them that it is Jesus who
is this Christ, the long awaited messiah. These are two distinct arguments
and both would be mind‐benders for the Thessalonians.
Similarly, it is tough for people in our culture to accept the truth that
someone, other than themselves, is necessary for their salvation and
eternal well‐being. First, most people don’t know or even believe that they
must be saved. They have no thought of God, no understanding of the
judgment seat of God. They must be shown from scripture that this is a
fact, not a myth, not a fear tactic to make them behave. And, once they
understand judgment, they will have real trouble believing that salvation is
not something they can earn. People don’t like to be told they are totally
dependent on the mercy of someone they cannot control or manipulate.
From an early age, we hear our children say, “I can do it myself.” Only the
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scripture, through the power of the Holy Spirit, can open someone’s eyes
to the truth. It is a hard and brutal truth… you are a sinner destined to hell,
you live under the judgment of a Holy God. You are unable to save
yourself. Yet, God in his mercy and grace, sent his only son to the earth to
die in your place, so you could live. He takes your sin and gives you His
perfection, and God declares you not guilty. You see, this is why Paul
taught the Thessalonians that it was absolutely necessary for the Messiah
to suffer and to rise again… he suffered because he took the penalty of our
sin on himself, the guiltless for the guilty. But just dying for our sin was not
enough because we haven’t stopped sinning. He had to rise again and
show us his total victory over sin and death. He took our penalty of death
in his death, and then in his resurrection he released us from slavery to sin
and death forever. In Christ, we have been raised up to new life. That is
the teaching of scripture. That is how you witness and reason to unsaved
people. Just like Paul and Silas. Use the scripture, walk through the truth
of God’s word, be clear and open… then let the Holy Spirit do His work of
opening their eyes so they can see!! They will never believe if they don’t
hear. Don’t fall into the trap of thinking they will see your life and
somehow believe. Your life will hopefully create an opening to proclaim
the truth, but the words of the scripture, the story of the gospel, must be
heard if anyone is to be saved.
Back to our passage. Once again, in Thessalonica, it is the gentiles who
make up the majority of those who respond, and especially the leading
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women. First Lydia, now the women of Thessalonica. Ladies take note. It
is still women, in my opinion, who are the most sensitive, the most willing
to listen to the good news of the gospel. Don’t discount your ability to
proclaim the gospel. You have a natural audience in your friends and
families, and they are listening! Well, the ministry in Thessalonica is going
really well, but opposition is on the way. Look at verse 5.
The Jews Oppose the Gospel
5 But

the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble,

they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of
Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. 6 And when they could not
find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside
down have come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are
all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king,
Jesus.” 8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when
they heard these things. 9 And when they had taken money as security
from Jason and the rest, they let them go.
Gospel advance will always bring opposition. But it will generally come
from where you least expect it. By now, Paul wasn’t surprised to see the
Jews rise up and oppose the gospel. They had a lot to lose. Tradition.
Control. Power. Position. They were jealous, self‐focused and angry. They
also had no ethical boundaries. Look at who they turn to in their attempt
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to stop Paul’s preaching. The ESV calls them the “wicked men of the
rabble.” I love F.F. Bruce’s translation of this passage. He calls these guys,
“The characters who loafed around the marketplace, ready for mischief.”
Loafers… idle men who had nothing better to do than cause trouble or take
part in a riot. Does that sound familiar. Listen to me. As believers, we
have not had to worry about this kind of confrontation in our culture. But
the day is coming… mark my words. Fundamental changes are happening
in our culture and civil order is disintegrating. Luke tells us in this passage
that these loafers, these idle men were just looking for trouble, looking for
ways to disrupt society in an attempt to express their frustration and
anger. It is no different today. We are rapidly becoming a society filled
with idleness. Social programs that have the best of intentions have
created massive levels of permanent unemployment among the poor and
disenfranchised. Anarchy and disrespect for the rule of law and those who
enforce it is on the rise. Just this week, I was at a meeting in Portland held
by the Oregon DEQ. The topic was sensitive, air toxics. Just after lunch,
there was a scheduled 20 minute opportunity for members of the public to
speak to the advisory committee and the DEQ staff about the proposed
rule. The rules for public comment were well explained at the outset;
three minutes max and the comments were to be focused on the specifics
of the rule being proposed. The comment period opened and immediately
several groups determined to make a point took over the meeting. After
two hours of one person after another ranting, calling people names, being
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disrespectful to the agency officials, refusing to be quiet or sit down,
making outrageous, unsubstantiated claims, I decided to leave. One
person had to be escorted out by security. The DEQ staff, including the
Assistant Director of the agency, simply sat and listened… fearing to take
control, totally intimidated by the idle rabble who had been formed into a
mob and brought into the meeting hall under the guise of first amendment
speech rights. That is the future of our society if something doesn’t
change.
I only share this story to illustrate a point from Luke’s narrative. Nothing
has changed in 2000 years. People are still using the same tactics to
oppose what they don’t like. My meeting this week wasn’t about the
gospel, but the opponents used exactly the same tactics as the Jews of
Thessalonica. And, let me say this. As soon as we finally decide to actually
evangelize this lost city of ours, they will likely use these tactics against us
as well. The rules of civil society have broken down, anarchy reigns and we
must be prepared for what is coming. We also MUST be aggressively
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. Not to try and provoke, we do not
want to do that. But we must understand that when the gospel begins to
advance in our city, it will provoke people and we will face this kind of
opposition.
So, this rabble‐rousing mob goes to the home of Jason, looking for Paul and
Silas. They aren’t there, they have likely been hidden. But Jason and some
of the other new believers are there, so they drag them into the market
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before the authorities and accuse them of sedition… supporting a
movement to overthrow Caesar. Look at what they say. "These people
who have stirred up trouble throughout the world have come here also!"
The men who turned the world upside down are here! They likely were
accusing Paul and Silas of being part of one the many groups who were
seeking the overthrow of the Roman government and had staged uprisings
throughout the empire. They didn’t mean that they had disrupted the
world with the gospel. But God, with an intense sense of humor and irony,
has these unbelieving men speak truth that they could not possibly
comprehend. They accusation is actually so true… they are preaching an
overthrow of the kingdom, just not the Roman kingdom. These men are
preaching the overthrow of the kingdom of sin and death… through the
death of the God‐man, Jesus.
In the end, the authorities don’t overreact, like they had in Philippi. They
require Jason to pay a bond that guarantees the peace. Jason is vouching
for Paul and Silas. It is a subtle way for the authorities to force Paul and
Silas out of town. If they don’t leave, trouble will start and Jason will pay
the price. They have to leave… so that night they head for Berea, about 45
miles to the south. Look at verse 10.
The Bereans Check it Out And Believe
10 The

brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,

and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now these
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Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things
were so. 12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek
women of high standing as well as men.
Once again, as soon as they arrive in town they go to the Jewish
synagogue. But, Berea was a different place than Thessalonica. Verse 11
says the Bereans were "more noble" than the Thessalonians. A better
translation here would be that they were more "open minded". Noble
gives the wrong impression. They weren't more highly educated,
sophisticated or of higher social standing. That is not what is saying. The
Bereans were simply more interested in understanding the scriptures than
in defending their tradition. They were far more open and teachable. They
weren’t subject to the “herd” mindset. These people were eager to hear
and they examined all that Paul taught against the scripture. Many times
we say, “be like the Bereans” and when we say it we mean, “fact check
everything the person says and make sure they are right.” But, that isn’t
really what I see here. The Bereans weren’t trying to determine if Paul was
“right”, what I see here is a desire to know and understand God in a deeper
way. Paul had challenged their understanding of very familiar scripture.
Their motivation was to check their own understanding against Paul’s.
They weren’t defending their beliefs, they were seeking to understand.
That desire to understand should lead to a close search of scripture to
discern truth that can then be applied to the heart. Don’t mistake this for
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“fact checking.” This is a heart attitude that is open and teachable. That is
what is different about the Bereans. The Jews in Thessalonica were hard of
heart. They were not open and teachable. But the Bereans loved the word
of God and when Paul challenged their views, they didn’t just reject his
teaching, they searched the scripture to discern the truth. It wasn’t a case
of “right or wrong”. It was a case of “open my heart to your truth.”
Look at what happened, verse 12. Many of them believed, including the
intellectuals and upper class. This is a strong statement about the Berean
culture. Generally, the upper class in any society are the least likely to
listen to the gospel. They have what they need, they don’t think they need
Jesus, or anything else for that matter. They are the most likely to be
closed to new ideas and change. Change is risky for people in positions of
power and influence. But in Berea many of the upper‐class people,
particularly the women, believed. Paul and Silas must have been so
excited to see how their ministry was unfolding. God was going before
them and opening the hearts and minds of the people to accept and
believe the gospel. And great gospel advance occurred in Berea. So what
happens next? Yep… you didn’t even have to read ahead.
The Jews Oppose the Gospel (again)
13 But

when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was

proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and
stirring up the crowds. 14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on
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his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. 15 Those who
conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving a
command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they
departed.
The Jews from Thessalonica were truly riled up. They are an angry and
vindictive crew. It’s 45 miles to Berea. But when they heard that Paul was
preaching in Berea, here they came. Satan is a force. He is evil to the core.
He is also relentless. Those who are under his control are extremely
difficult to deal with. These hate filled Jewish leaders, men who professed
to love and serve the one true God… these men who were pillars of
society, had come 45 miles to scream and yell and agitate and stir up the
crowds in Berea. All of this in an attempt to disrupt and shut down the
gospel proclamation. Clearly they were after Paul. So the brothers send
Paul off to the closest sea port and put him on a ship to Athens. Silas and
Timothy remained in Berea to teach and strengthen the church. But when
Paul’s escorts return from Athens, they have a command from Paul… come
to Athens as soon as possible. Paul had another amazing ministry
opportunity on his hands and he needed help.
Application
As we share the gospel, we will encounter many different kinds of
audiences. Some will be hostile. Some will listen courteously. Some will
have no interest and won’t pay attention. Some will be open minded and
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will investigate what you say. Here is a major take away from this
passage… no matter what the response, the approach is always the same.
Paul and Silas went to the synagogue in every new city. Once they got
there, they reasoned, argued and proved that the messiah had to suffer
and be raised again, and that the messiah was Jesus. Each time they had a
different reception. Each time some believed and some did not. Some
listened and some did not. Some were saved and some opposed them
violently. But they just kept going from city to city to city… same approach,
same message, same obedience. And God used them to turn the world
upside down! They totally disrupted the culture, the belief systems, the
religious framework of the people. They didn’t fear the opposition, but
they were wise to keep away from the radical crowds. They just kept
proclaiming the gospel, reasoning with the people and watching for the
movement of the Spirit in the lives of people.
Here is the hard news this morning. Most of us are not being obedient to
the final summons of Jesus. He has summoned us to make disciples, to
teach all peoples to obey all that he has commanded. When we fail to
proclaim the gospel, we fail to obey this summons. When we fail to
disciple we fail to obey this summons. Listen, this is serious. Long term,
unrepentant sin in our life causes the voice of God to be muted… we no
longer hear him clearly. Failure to share the good news of the gospel is sin.
Be Bereans this morning. Open your hearts to this truth. Be teachable. It
isn’t about knowledge, its about heart change. Are you with me?
14 | P a g e

Endnotes:
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