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June 6, 1944. It is a date that every student of history has learned and it is
a date that stands out in the history of the world. It is the date that the
allied forces, under command of General Dwight Eisenhower, invaded
Europe and began the bloody task of defeating the Nazi government of
Adolph Hitler. D‐Day, as it is known, was the beginning of world shaking
social and political change throughout Europe and the entire world. It
ultimately led to the restoration of violated European borders and the
establishment of whole new nations and states. The world would never
again be the same after the D‐Day invasion, even though many of those
changes did not come until years later.
Today, we are going to hear about a much earlier invasion of Europe that
likewise totally changed the landscape, governance and history of the
world. In fact, it is an invasion that had a far greater impact on civil society
in Europe than D‐Day, the Second World War, or any other historical event
prior to or after it. Yet, this is not an historical event that is contained in
any history book and no student of history has ever learned of it in this
context. In fact, this is an event that most Europeans don’t even know or
care about. So, what is this momentous event you might ask? How could
there be such a momentous event that has been forgotten by historians?
Well, that event is the invasion of Europe by the gospel of Jesus Christ… it
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is an invasion that was carried out by very small army, only four men
strong, who were serving a very powerful King. It may not be well known,
but it is an invasion that changed the course of European and world history
forever. Yet, similar to D‐Day, the ultimate results were not seen for many
years. We will find this story in Acts 16. But we need to start in Acts
15:36, because we find some needed background to explain why Barnabas
is not on this trip with Paul. Here is the outline of my message today:
V.36‐41
V.1‐5
V.6‐10
V.11‐40

Paul and Barnabas Split
Back to Derbe, Lystra and Iconium
Forbidden to Speak in Asia
D‐Day ‐ Philippi

Paul and Barnabas Split
36 And

after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the

brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see
how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called
Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the
work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated
from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to
Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by
the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and
Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
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Conflict! It is never good, it is never God ordained, it sometime causes
results that God uses greatly. That is the case here. Paul and Barnabas
have been together for many years. They founded and built the Antioch
church, they went on the first mission trip together, they risked their lives
for one another, they went to Jerusalem and passionately pleaded the case
of the Gentile believers. Now, they find themselves at odds over Barnabas’
young cousin, John Mark. Mark had abandoned them on the first mission
trip and Paul isn’t about to give him a second chance. Barnabas, the
encourager, sees something in Mark that he feels is worth developing… he
argues strongly for a second chance. There is no meeting of the minds.
There arose a sharp disagreement. It was “a severe argument based on an
intense difference of opinion.” 1 It was bad enough, strong enough,
personal enough to cause them to split company. Paul took Silas and went
north through Syria and Cilicia… the land route toward his home town of
Tarsus. Barnabas took Mark and got on a ship for Cyprus, where historical
tradition tells us he stayed until his death in his 80’s. it was a serious split,
but God makes all things work together for good for those who love Christ
and are called according to his purpose. God’s purposes were not stymied.
He used both men to accomplish His work. Mark was restored to ministry
and leadership under Barnabas’ teaching. Europe was about to be invaded
by the gospel under Paul’s.
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Back to Derbe, Lystra and Iconium
1

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named

Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father
was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and
Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they
all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their way through
the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had
been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the
churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers
daily.
Paul and Silas stopped at churches along the way to strengthen and
encourage them. Their intent was clear, they were focused on making sure
that the new believers in these pagan cities were standing firm. Their
route led them to Tarsus and then on through a pass in the Taurus
Mountains that took them to Derbe, Lystra and Iconium. These were all
cities in which Paul and Barnabas had preached and established churches
on the first mission trip. In Lystra, the Lord had business for them. A
young man named Timothy lived here who was the son of a believing
Jewish woman and an unbelieving Gentile. The church leaders in the
region spoke well of him. Paul decided he wanted Timothy to go with
them. Take note. Paul was a master discipler. He wanted Timothy with
him to develop his leadership and ministry skills. But look at what he did…
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remember, Paul had just gone to Jerusalem to argue that Gentile believers
were not required to be circumcised. The apostles and elders had agreed
with him and he was carrying a letter that explained that decision. Yet, he
circumcises Timothy. Why? In Galatians 5:6, Paul wrote that neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working
through love. Had he changed his mind, is he wrong to circumcise
Timothy? Not at all. Timothy was known in the region as the son of a Jew.
He was therefore, Jewish. But, as an uncircumcised Jew, he was
considered apostate, outside the faith, by the orthodox community of
Jews. Remember, their ministry is to the Jew first and then to the Gentiles.
For Timothy to be effective as a witness to the unbelieving Jews, he
needed to make sure there were no barriers to being heard. Paul said, in 1
Corinthians 22, that he would become all things to all people, that by all
means I might save some. Timothy’s circumcision is all for the sake of the
gospel message, so they could hear his testimony instead of being critical
of his heritage. Timothy’s life would never be the same. His ministry
would be significant. He would be a special emissary to Thessalonica and a
young pastor to the church in Ephesus. Paul wrote two letters of
encouragement to Timothy… his love for him was very deep. Now we see
that God is continuing to work mightily through the most unlikely people
and now in most unlikely ways.
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Forbidden to Speak in Asia
6 And

they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they
had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to
Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia
was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia
and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we
sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them.
Just when you think you understand how God is going to work, he does
something so unexpected. Every city that Paul had preached in had born
fruit. People were coming to Jesus in great numbers under Paul’s
preaching. But now, the Holy Spirit forbid them to continue speaking the
word in Asia. Look at their route… no cities, few people. We aren’t told
how the Spirit did it, but it is clearly God’s hand. So, from the region of
Mysia, they decide to head north, up to Bithynia. NOPE. Denied access.
They can’t go south, they can’t go north, they came from the east… so they
do the only thing left, they go west to Troas, a port city on the Aegean Sea.
Right where God wanted them. And Paul sees a vision from God of a man
from Macedonia calling out to him, “Come to Macedonia and help us!”
Immediately, they make plans to go preach the gospel in Macedonia. Note
one other thing in this passage… do you see a change in Luke’s writing? In
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verse 8 “they” went down to Troas. In verse 10, “we” sought to go on to
Macedonia. We aren’t told the circumstances, but now the story becomes
first person. Luke has joined the invasion team and they are prepared to
move into Europe! Little did the team know that God had already chosen
their targets… three very different and very unlikely people. It is D‐Day in
the city of Philippi.
D‐Day ‐ Philippi
a) Lydia
11 So,

setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace,

and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which
is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went
outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place
of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come
together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God.
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
15 And

after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us,

saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
Have you ever heard the saying, “Sometime the best man for the job is a
woman?” Well, evidently that saying wasn’t invented in the 20th century,
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because we see it clearly in Philippi. The European invasion of the gospel
was sparked by the vision of man crying for help, but the first person the
Lord brings to the invading forces is a woman named Lydia, who actually
lives where they were trying to go, but were forbidden by the spirit, Asia…
more specifically in Thyatira. But she also has a home in Philippi and her
family is there with her. She is a wealthy merchant, a trader in very
expensive purple fabrics. The text says she was a worshipper of God.
Evidently there were very few Jewish men in the city. If there had been at
least ten, they would have had a synagogue. But this group of women was
meeting outside of town by the river. Luke is so understated in his
explanation, look at verse 14. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention
to what was said by Paul. We talked about this last week… this is how God
saves people. He opens their hearts to pay attention to something they
have never paid attention to before… the gospel. Even though Lydia was a
worshipper of God, she had not paid close enough attention to the
scripture to see Jesus… that is because her eyes were blinded to the truth
by the prince of this world, Satan. But God made her alive, he opened her
eyes, and He caused her mind to listen in a whole new way. Lydia, the
woman from Asia, and her family became the first converts of the
European invasion. They were baptized and immediately began to practice
Christian hospitality and service. Now Luke turns to a very weird story, the
demon possessed slave girl.
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b) The Slave Girl
16 As

we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl

who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
fortune‐telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having
become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out
that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to
the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are
disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us
as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders
to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows
upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep
them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
Understand something here. When Paul commands the evil spirit out of
the girl, she is healed physically and spiritually. That is always the case in
scripture. When Jesus commanded the spirits out of the demon possessed
Gadarene, that man was not just freed of demons, he was freed from
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judgment for his sin. He became a follower of Christ that day. This young
slave girl also became a member of God’s family on this day. She was the
second person target by God on this European invasion. Her owners were
making a lot of money using her demonic abilities. The verse literally says
that she had a “pythonic spirit”. This is a reference to the Greek god
Apollo, who was associated with a python in Greek mythology. This girl
was clearly demon possessed and the demons wanted to disrupt Paul and
Silas, they clearly knew who they were.
Keep this in mind. There are things in this world we do not understand. Be
careful of people who claim to have “special” powers, especially those who
claim to see the future. The occult is real and it is absolutely forbidden for
Christians. It is demonic and it comes in many forms, including forms that
claim to be “white” magic. This girl had followed them for three days… her
statements were true but her intent was to take credit and be associated
with their actions. Paul had enough. In the name of Jesus Christ, come out
immediately.
Needless to say, the girls’ owners were less than pleased. They dragged
Paul and Silas into the marketplace, before the magistrate. They lied and
made false claims and the crowd joined in attacking them. Satan is clearly
hard at work here. No word on why Luke and Timothy weren’t arrested,
but only Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown in prison. God had saved
his second target… now he had used Satan’s fury arrange the perfect set of
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circumstances to reach out to His third target, an unsuspecting Philippian
jailer. Look at verse 25.
c) The Jailer of Philippi
25 About

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,

and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And
immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed
in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And
they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and
washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.
34 Then

he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And

he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.
It’s midnight. Pitch black. Paul and Silas are in inner cells with no windows.
Their backs are like hamburger; bloody, swollen and aching. They have no
clothes. Their feet are fastened in stocks. And what are they doing? They
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are singing hymns to God… and the rest of the prisoners are listening.
What a scene. Suddenly, the scene changes dramatically as a violent
earthquake shakes the jail very foundations. All the jail doors fly open and
everyone’s bonds are unfastened. An earthquake could open the doors,
but clearly it was God himself who unchained the prisoners. He has a plan.
It included beatings for Paul and Silas… but now they are free, yet by the
leading of the Spirit, they don’t go anywhere. They stay. The jailer
assumes they are gone when he sees the open doors and he is prepared to
kill himself, before the magistrate does it the next day. There is no mercy
for jailers who lose prisoners. Paul screams at him… “Don’t harm yourself!
We are all here… every single one of us!” The jailer gets lights and runs
into the cell block… he had been listening to the singing as well. He had
heard Paul and Silas witnessing to the other prisoners. Look at what he
asks, “What must I do to be saved?” The jailer and his family put their
faith in Jesus Christ and are baptized. Look at verse 33. No one had cared
for the wounds of Paul and Silas, but immediately the jailer’s heart is
changed and his first act is to clean and treat their wounds. Mercy, grace,
love, peace, joy, kindness… all flowing out of a heart that has been washed
by Spirit of God. Jesus changes our hearts from stone to flesh and gives us
a love we cannot explain. Now it is the next day and the magistrate has
had a change of heart toward Paul and Silas.
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d) Apology and Departure
35 But

when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those

men go.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The
magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in
peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly,
uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into
prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come
themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were
Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took
them out and asked them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the
prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they
encouraged them and departed.
Roman citizens had rights that non‐ citizens did not. No Roman citizen
could be beaten without first having a trial. This magistrate had gotten
carried away in the heat of the moment, in the sentiment of the crowd and
the slave owner’s complaints. Now he was having second thoughts. But
Paul isn’t in the mood to just sneak out of town. I find this to be an
interesting and somewhat surprising end to the story. The gospel has
come to the European continent. It will spread like wildfire. But God’s
plan is so different than anything we could imagine or plan ourselves. First
he denies access to Asia and Bythinia. Nope, don’t even try to preach the
gospel there, Paul…. Who would have thought that was God? Then a
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vision of a Macedonian man pleading with Paul to come and help them.
Paul knew it was a clear call from God, but he could not have expected
Lydia, a demon possessed slave girl and a town jailer to be the reason he
was to invade the European continent.
So, what is God’s plan for us? For Salem? I think it is fair to say that it
won’t be what we expect. Not at all. But will we be faithful and allow him
to do what he wants with us? Are you willing to take a beating and sing at
midnight for the purposes of God? That is a big question. It is a question
each of us must address head on. What is your response?
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